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It is not just things that carry stories with them. 
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This dissertation has been several years in the making and has incurred many debts of gratitude 
along the way. As a History of Art undergraduate at the Universidad Complutense de Madrid, 
I benefited from the encouragement of Professor Carmen García-Ormaechea. She was the 

first to suggest Oriental Art as an area of specialisation, since at that time only limited research had 
been conducted into this field in Spain. She also supervised my MA dissertation titled Chinese Bronzes 
in the Museo de Artes Decorativas de Madrid. While studying for my MA degree in Chinese Art and 
Archaeology at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS, University of London), Professor 
Rosemary Scott encouraged me to further explore the presence of Chinese porcelain in Spain. After 
spending a few years in China and having started my professional career at the Escuela de Arte y 
Antigüedades de Madrid, supervised by Casto Castellanos and Juan Castillo, I was fortunate enough 
to work with a group of specialists in Spanish decorative arts who taught me to appreciate the close 
interrelationship between these arts. I also learned from them the advantages of teamwork. To this 
day, at the Universidad de Alcalá, supervised by Antonio Martínez Ripoll, we continue training 
students in the appraisal and valuation of fine arts and antiques.

I met professor Christiaan Jörg, my supervisor, while attending some lectures at the Peabody  Essex 
Museum in Salem. Since that first encounter in 1997, he has been a constant help to me, clarifying 
any enquiry or problem that I should raise. Six years ago, he suggested writing my thesis in English 
and translating the Spanish inventories in the form of appendices to the thesis. The task of translating 
the inventories has been arduous but worthwhile, for now it is available to a wider readership. With 
much comings and goings between Holland and Spain, we have jointly worked towards completion 
of this dissertation. All the way Christiaan has been an exemplary scholar, a sensitive advisor, and a 
truly remarkable man. I will always remember his insistence on the need to enjoy one’s work. A world 
of thanks to him and to his wife Els, for making my visits to Haren so happy.

My research in Spain was made infinitely easier by the support of Professor Carlos Martínez Shaw 
at the Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia (UNED) in Madrid. He is a leading expert in 
modern Spanish history and with his deep knowledge he guided me through the writing process with 
constructive criticism and dedication. Neither a comma nor a footnote went unnoticed by this hawk-
eyed reader. His bibliographical guidance has been invaluable. My special thanks to him.

I would also like to express my gratitude to Almudena Pérez de Tudela, curator of the Monastery 
of San Lorenzo de El Escorial, for her unstinting support throughout completion of this dissertation. 
She has all the facts and knowledge regarding Spanish archives at her fingertips. Her assistance has 
been crucial to my getting to grips with the arcane sixteenth and seventeenth scripts, which vary 
widely according to their form (e.g., ‘running writing’ – scripts where letters were written joined 
together without lifting the pen) or function (e.g., documents for legal or bureaucratic purposes). 
Interpreting these texts was a nightmare at first because I am not a paleographist, and I wouldn’t have 
managed to finish this work without Almudena’s help. In the course of her own research, each time 
she came across one of ‘Cinta’s porcelains’, as she called them, she would send me the corresponding 
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reference for inclusion in my work. I cannot thank her enough. In the transcriptions of old Spanish 
I have tried to modernise the old Spanish script to make it more accessible to a general readership.

The chapter on archaeology would never have been accomplished without the help and coordination 
of Doctor Jaume Coll, director of the Museo Nacional de la Cerámica “González Marti”. Thanks to 
his work in the field, and his vast network of contacts – he has colleagues in all corners of the country 
– we gradually managed to piece together the archaeological map of Chinese porcelain in Spain. 

Saúl Pérez-Juana, whose knowledge of everyday life in Habsburg Spain is so great you might 
suspect he recently stepped out of that era, was a great help in shedding light on contemporary 
currencies, weights and measurements, as well as supplying details of the customs of the age. All of 
this helped me to better understand the context of life when Chinese porcelain reached Spain. As an 
archaeologist he also provided invaluable information on archaeology conducted in Madrid. 

I would also like to mention the support of my friend, the late Professor Carlos Gómez-Centurión, 
who taught Modern History at the Universidad Complutense de Madrid. He encouraged me in the 
early stages by providing bibliographic guidance and by responding to my many queries. For their 
loyal support and inspiration, I would like to show my appreciation to Susana Arbaizar, Marina 
Alfonso Mola, Pilar Cabañas, Manuel Casamar, Eudald Daltabuit, Amalia Descalzo, Mª Jesús Ferro, 
Yayoi Kawamura, Javier Montalvo,  Amaya Morera, Margarita Pérez Grande, María Isabel Pesquera, 
Elisa Ramiro,  Juan Antonio Sánchez Belén, Ángel Sánchez Cabezudo, Mónica Seguí, Álvaro Soler, 
Fernando Tabar de Anitúa and all the other lecturers, historians, curators, librarians, archivists and 
archaeologists who go unnamed here.

I would also like to thank John Dougall and Mark Poysden for their detailed revisions of the 
appendices and English texts, to the Hollifield, Swift, Noblett, Vidaurreta families, to Gema Camblor, 
Guadalupe Calvo and Julian León, whose contributions and suggestions helped bring about the 
completion of this work. 

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to my family: to my parents Javier Krahe Ruiz and 
Ena Noblett de Krahe, who awakened my love and curiosity for Chinese porcelain at an early age 
by drawing me to pieces and books. To my brother Javier Krahe Noblett for providing magnificent 
photographs. To my family María González, Laura González-Pujana, Mª Luisa Krahe, Fernando 
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