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“The most interesting information comes from children,

for they tell all they know and then stop”

(Mark Twain 1835-1910)



Contents

Chapter 1 General introduction

Chapter 2 Comparison of an enzyme linked immunosorbent assay

(ELISA) and a radioallergosorbent test (RAST) for

detection of IgE antibodies to Brugia malayi

Chapter 3 Anti-filarial and total IgG4 and IgE antibody levels are

correlated in mothers and their offspring

Chapter 4 Clustering of filarial infection in an age graded study:

genetic, household and environmental influences

Chapter 5 The performance of ISAAC questionnaires and SPT/

serology to assess clinical allergy in Indonesian school

children with different socioeconomic status

Chapter 6 Asthma and atopy in school children from different

socioeconomic backgrounds in Makassar: a study on

environment factors, nutritional status and helminth

infections

Chapter 7 Clustering of allergic outcomes within families and

households in areas endemic for helminth infection

Chapter 8 Activity of the toll like receptor ligands in children living

in areas endemic for intestinal helminth infections

Chapter 9 General discussion

7

41

51

63

73

87

99

111

123



Summary

Samenvatting

References

Acknowledgements

Curriculum vitae

List of publications

137

143

149

169

173

175




