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Afterword

Afterword

No clouds, no full moon, not much light pollution. Sky is full of stars. It is the
summer of 2006 and I am about to sleep on the rooftop of my childhood house in Shiraz.
My father comes upstairs unexpectedly and sits down in front of me. “You wanted to talk
to me earlier today. Here I am. What is it about?” I tell him how I picture my future, and
what my goals and ambitions are. I tell him that I like to study abroad to become more
scientifically capable and competent to serve my country the best I can. Then he starts.
Like life in Shiraz, his talking is slow, with long pauses between his words. “Whatever
your plan is, you should look at your life with a global perspective. Even better with a
cosmic perspective. And wherever you go to live and study, be a curious student of their
culture. Try their food, learn their social norms, their history and their way of life”. Now
I'm in Utrecht lying in bed in my apartment, watching the old George Carlin on Youtube.
He reminds me of my father, not only because he is unapologetically honest and doesn’t
try to protect anyone’s feelings, but also because of what he says about national and ethnic

3

pride: “... pride should be reserved for what you achieve or attain on your own, not
because of something that happened by the accident of birth”. For someone who chose to
make his world as big as the world allows him to, someone who feels he belongs to
everywhere and nowhere, someone who lives between two fears of the unknown,
someone who leaves a lot behind to travel light, moments of hesitation and self-doubt are
frequent. In such moments I think about Carlin’s words and that slow conversation with

my father under a sky full of stars.
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