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David Gerardus Pieter van IJzendoorn was born on December 3, 1990, in Leiden, the
Netherlands. He attended bilingual pre-university education (natural sciences and tech-
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Biomedical sciences. A bachelor research internship at the Sir William Dunn School of
Pathology at the University of Oxford supervised by Prof. dr. A.B. Hassan focused on
the effect of mifamurtide on macrophages for the treatment of osteosarcoma. In a research
internship during the master he participated in research into the effect of Wnt-inhibitors
in osteosarcoma supervised by dr. A.M. Cleton-Jansen at the Department of Pathology
of the Leiden University Medical Center. Thereafter he decided to put his masters study
on hold to conduct his PhD research at the Department of Pathology of Leiden Univer-
sity Medical Center with prof. dr. J.V.M.G. Bovée and dr. K. Szuhai as his advisers.
During his PhD research he received a travel grant from the Leiden University Fund that
enabled him to spent three months at the Department of Biostatistics and Computational
Biology of the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical School in Boston (MA),
USA, supervised by dr. M.L. Kuijjer. The results of his PhD research are presented in
this thesis. He is currently attending the clinical rotations to obtain his MD.
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