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Curriculum Vitae

I was born on October 4th, 1990 in Monza, Italy to Sergio Cazzoletti and Serena
Farina. I lived for the most part of my life in Concorezzo, a small city north-
east of Milan. Science and physics have always been two of my main interests.
However, I have seen many different passions sprouting and growing throughout
the years.

Ever since primary and secondary school, it has been clear that I had a much
better aptitude for science and mathematics than for literature and humanistic
subjects. Consequently, I decided to attend "Scientific" High-School (Liceo
Scientifico, in italian) at Istituto Sacro Cuore in Milan. In those year, I started
developing a big interest for engines and sport cars, and became an avid reader
of car magazines. This passion brought me to the decision to choose to study
Mechanical Engineering at the University. I therefore took the test, and was
admitted to Politecnico di Milano. As a farewell to physics and astronomy,
I chose "cosmological models" as a topic for my final high-school project. I
enjoyed this project so much, that I ended up never registering for Mechanichal
Engineering, and choosing Physics instead.

In September, 2009 I started my Bachelor’s degree at Università degli studi
di Milano. I enjoyed all the courses and exams, but it was only in the third
year that I found the topic I was sure I wanted to keep studying: the course
was "Introduction to Astronomy", and the topic was (of course) astronomy.
For my Bachelor thesis, I worked at INAF with Dr. Mariachiara Rossetti and
Dr. Fabio Gastaldello, studying the morphology of galaxy clusters through
Chandra X-Ray data. For my Master’s degree I chose almost all astronomy
related exams, and was particularly struck by the course held by Prof. Giuseppe
Lodato about the theory of accretion disks. For my master’s thesis, I moved
for a few months to the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics to work
on modelling and observations of protoplanetary disks. I was supervised by Dr.
Luca Ricci and Prof. Giuseppe Lodato. During the university years I developed
a huge passion for cooking, and attended a number of cooking classes. This
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time, however, I never really thought about becoming a Chef: even though I
still love cooking, I enjoyed my first astronomy research experience so much
that I immediately decided to apply for a PhD at Leiden University.

I was offered a position with Prof. Dr. Ewine van Dishoeck to work on the
new exciting data that ALMA was starting to provide, and in particoular to
study and help in the interpretation of the substructures that were observed
more and more frequently in protoplanetary disks, both in gas and dust. I
spent all four years of my PhD in München, Germany, at Max-Planck-Institut
für extraterrestrische Physik. I met great scientists and had beautiful collab-
orations with many of them, exploiting the vicinity of the European Southern
Observatory. During these years, I was member of the LOC of three interna-
tional conferences, and I had the pleasure to supervise a talented high-school
student during her summer project, hopefully also helping her to decide what
to study after high-school.

In the last year of my PhD I also got married to Federica. Next year, we
will happily move back to our home country, and I will start a whole new career
path as a Data Scientist. I hope to be able to exploit all the skills I developed
during my PhD also in this different field, and I want to keep putting my
curiosity to good use!
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