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ated from Hölty Gymnasium in Celle (with Abitur) in 1988, and participated 
in that summer in SIL’s basic linguistic summer course in Burbach, Ger-
many. In April 1989 he began studying linguistics at Göttingen University. 
In April 1991 he transferred to Cologne University and graduated with an 
MA in General Linguistics, Anthropology and African Studies in July 1995. 
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December 2006 he became an external Ph.D. student with Leiden Univer-
sity. Since then he has been working in Ethiopia as a linguistics consultant 
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