Universiteit

U Leiden
The Netherlands

Temple oaths in Ptolemaic Egypt : a study at the crossroads of law,

ethics and religion
Massa, V.

Citation
Massa, V. (2018, December 6). Temple oaths in Ptolemaic Egypt : a study at the crossroads of
law, ethics and religion. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/67293

Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/67293

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/67293

Cover Page

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/67293 holds various files of this Leiden University
dissertation.

Author: Massa, V.

Title: Temple oaths in Ptolemaic Egypt : a study at the crossroads of law, ethics and
religion

Issue Date: 2018-12-06


https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/67293
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�

TEMPLE OATHS IN PTOLEMAIC EGYPT

A STUDY AT THE CROSSROADS OF
LAW, ETHICS AND RELIGION

Proefschrift

ter verkrijging van
de graad van Doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden
op gezag van de Rector Magnificus Prof. mr. C.J.J. Stolker,
volgens het besluit van het College voor Promoties
te verdedigen op donderdag 6 december 2018
te klokke 12.30 uur

door
Viviana Massa

geboren te Moncalieri (Itali€) in 1970



Promotores:

Prof. J.F. Borghouts f
Prof. O.E. Kaper

Promotiecommissie:

Dr. K. Donker van Heel

Dr. B.J.J. Haring (secretaris)
Dr. F.A.J. Hoogendijk

Prof. K. Vandorpe (Leuven)
Prof. S.P. Vleeming (Trier)
Prof. K. A. Worp



To the memory of

PROF. P.W. PESTMAN

for teaching me how to read the past

and

To my son

THOMMAS LORENZ VAN GEEL

who is the future



PREFACE

The topic of my dissertation, viz. Demotic temple oaths, was suggested to me a long time ago
(1994) by the late Prof. P.W. Pestman and Prof. S.P. Vleeming, when I first came to Leiden
as an Erasmus student to study Demotic and Greek Papyrology at the Papyrological Institute.

After completing my master thesis (a joint project of the Turin and Leiden University),
in September 1998, I started a PhD research project on the unpublished Demotic temple oaths
kept in the collection of the Turin Egyptian Museum under the auspices of the CNWS,
Leiden University, with Prof. P.W. Pestman and Prof. J.F. Borghouts as supervisors. Between
1999 and 2001 I was able to make the preliminary transliterations and facsimiles of the Turin
temple oaths. My work on these texts has much benefited from regular visits to the Turin
Egyptian Museum and from long discussions with Prof. U. Kaplony-Heckel in her home in
Marburg, where she generously made her personal notes and photographs of the Turin
material available to me. In 2001, in addition to my dissertation, I started working as a
teacher of ancient Greek and Latin at the Leiden Stedelijk Gymnasium. Life took over and
the years went on: on the bright side, marriage, motherhood and a satisfying teaching career,
on the other side, the never-ending struggle to combine it all, and the worsening health issues
of Prof. Pestman, which hampered his role as supervisor. On several instances I was inclined
to give up this project. In his last days, resourceful as always, Prof. Pestman made me swear I
would complete my research; ever since I better understand how the pressure that comes with
a solemn promise - an oath — works.

After Prof. Pestman passed away, Prof. Borghouts agreed to act as chief supervisor,
although the research topic was not his specialism, and persistently encouraged me to keep
researching and writing, despite my busy professional and private life and the consequent
lack of time. I cannot find the words to express my gratitude to him for his loyalty and
patience, and for the enormous amount of time and advice he gave me over the years. It is
mainly because he stuck with me and of a part-time scholarship granted by NWO (2012-
2017) that I eventually managed to keep my promise and bring this project to a close.

This has been a long-term project, which was written in several stages over the years
and included a change of set-up at a given point (more than once actually). The final
manuscript is not a text edition, but a study of the use, formulae and procedure of the temple
oaths in the Ptolemaic Period, supplemented by an overview of ancient Egyptian oaths used
in a legal setting and a selected group of unpublished Demotic temple oaths from the Turin

collection given in translation.

Leiden, 28 Februari 2018
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EDITORIAL ANNOTATIONS

Conventions used in the transcriptions, transliterations and translations of texts:

lacuna in the original text

[

addition made by the editor for clarity and omissions

W/\ ~N

> mistaken omission by the ancient scribe
] deletion by the ancient scribe

text is damaged

interlinear addition
? uncertain reading

plain dots: approximate numbers of illegible or lost
words (in translations)

--- approximate numbers of illegible or lost letters and of
not reported words

underscore dots: precise numbers of lost letters

Qtﬁ){ uncertain letters

Personal names:

When possible, for the sake of readability, Egyptian personal names in the Pharaonic Period
are translated according to B. Davies, Who’s who at Deir el-Medina (1999) and in the
Ptolemaic Period by the phonetic version of their known Greek equivalents, if they exist;

otherwise their Egyptian transliteration will be given instead.
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