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Mauritius and the Netherlands: current linkages and the heritage of connections 

Ton Dietz (African Studies Centre Leiden)1 

Current linkages 

For a country bearing a name that refers to the Netherlands, the current linkages with the 
Netherlands are quite limited. Mauritius is named after a Dutch political hero: Prince Maurits of 
Nassau, stadholder of Holland and Zealand between 1585 and 16252, and the son and successor 
of the ‘Father of the Nation’, William of Orange after he was murdered in 1584. Maurits 
successfully led the revolt (‘opstand’) against Spain, the former ruler of the Netherlands. The 
island received its name ‘Mauritius’ (or earlier spelt as “‘t Eylant Mauwerijcye de Nassau”; 
Moree, 2012) in 1595. During that  year Maurits was twenty-eight years old.  

Figures 1, 2 and 3: Maurits of Nassau in 1588, in 1607 and in 16143, and Figure 4: Maurits on a 
Mauritian postage stamp celebrating the 400th anniversary of Dutch landing 1598-19984. 

 

                                                           
1 Emeritus professor of African Development at the University of Leiden and former director of the African Studies 
Centre Leiden; dietzaj@asc.leidenuniv.nl; earlier publication about Mauritius: Norder et al., 2012. 
2 In 1590 he also became stadholder of Utrecht, Gelre and Overijssel, and in 1620 of Groningen and Drenthe. 
Together with Friesland they would form the Republic of the United Netherlands, or ‘Dutch Republic’. The ‘eighty-
years’ war with Spain was formally over in 1648. 
3 Figure 1: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/06/Stadhuiscollectie_Arnemuiden_-
_Prins_Maurits_-_NL-MdbZA_1902_6.jpg/800px-Stadhuiscollectie_Arnemuiden_-_Prins_Maurits_-_NL-
MdbZA_1902_6.jpg : Maurits in 1588 (age: 21); painted by Daniel van den Queborn. Figure 2: 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/84/School_of_Michiel_Jansz._van_Mierevelt_001.jpg
/220px-School_of_Michiel_Jansz._van_Mierevelt_001.jpg. Portrait by Michiel Jansz. van Mierevelt, 1607 (age 40). 
Figure 3: 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/26/Emanuel_van_Meteren_Historie_ppn_051504510
_MG_8743_maurits_van_nassau.tif/lossy-page1-220px-
Emanuel_van_Meteren_Historie_ppn_051504510_MG_8743_maurits_van_nassau.tif.jpg : Maurits in 1614 (age: 
47); in Emanuel van Meteren. 
4 http://www.mauritius.org.uk/stamps11.jpg  

mailto:dietzaj@asc.leidenuniv.nl
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/06/Stadhuiscollectie_Arnemuiden_-_Prins_Maurits_-_NL-MdbZA_1902_6.jpg/800px-Stadhuiscollectie_Arnemuiden_-_Prins_Maurits_-_NL-MdbZA_1902_6.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/06/Stadhuiscollectie_Arnemuiden_-_Prins_Maurits_-_NL-MdbZA_1902_6.jpg/800px-Stadhuiscollectie_Arnemuiden_-_Prins_Maurits_-_NL-MdbZA_1902_6.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/06/Stadhuiscollectie_Arnemuiden_-_Prins_Maurits_-_NL-MdbZA_1902_6.jpg/800px-Stadhuiscollectie_Arnemuiden_-_Prins_Maurits_-_NL-MdbZA_1902_6.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/84/School_of_Michiel_Jansz._van_Mierevelt_001.jpg/220px-School_of_Michiel_Jansz._van_Mierevelt_001.jpg
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/26/Emanuel_van_Meteren_Historie_ppn_051504510_MG_8743_maurits_van_nassau.tif/lossy-page1-220px-Emanuel_van_Meteren_Historie_ppn_051504510_MG_8743_maurits_van_nassau.tif.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/26/Emanuel_van_Meteren_Historie_ppn_051504510_MG_8743_maurits_van_nassau.tif/lossy-page1-220px-Emanuel_van_Meteren_Historie_ppn_051504510_MG_8743_maurits_van_nassau.tif.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/26/Emanuel_van_Meteren_Historie_ppn_051504510_MG_8743_maurits_van_nassau.tif/lossy-page1-220px-Emanuel_van_Meteren_Historie_ppn_051504510_MG_8743_maurits_van_nassau.tif.jpg
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Currently, Mauritius does not have an Embassy in The Hague (it has a consulate in Amsterdam, 
though; and its European Embassies are restricted to Belgium/EU; the UK, France, Germany, 
Russia and Switzerland/UN5). And the Netherlands does not have an Embassy in Mauritius 
either. It has an honorary consul in Port Louis, and Mauritius is under the Netherlands Embassy 
in Dar es Salaam, that also takes care of Madagascar, the Comoros Islands, and of course 
Tanzania6. If we look at the current diplomatic network that connects Mauritius to the rest of 
the world Mauritians in the Netherlands are referred to the Mauritian Embassy in Brussels.  

Embassies and (honorary) consulates often have many different tasks, but two aspects are most 
prominent: supporting citizens, and assisting trade, both imports and exports.  

Between 1995 and 2016 368 Mauritians (181 women and 187 men) migrated to the 
Netherlands, according to the Central Bureau of Statistics in the Netherlands7. During the same 
period 275 Dutch citizens migrated to Mauritius (131 women and 144 men) according to the 
same source. During the last few years mobility to and fro has increased. According to the UN 
Population Division the total number of Mauritians in the Netherlands at any point in time has 
increased from ca 100 in 1990 to ca 400 in 20158. Specific figures about Dutch citizens in 
Mauritius are not given, and the Mauritian statistical office includes migrants from the 
Netherlands under ‘Other Europeans’9, while the UN puts them under ‘Other North’. It is 
obvious, though, that migration movements between Mauritius and the Netherlands are 
relatively insignificant, compared to other countries, and it is interesting to see how the 
Netherlands compares with other countries, and what shifts are taking place: see table 1.  

Table 1: Migration to and from Mauritius, 1990-2015 (x100)10 

 Migration to Mauritius from  Migration from Mauritius to 

 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 

NL .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 2 3 3 3 4 

                                                           
5 Mauritius Diplomatic Missions Abroad, 
http://foreign.govmu.org/English/Pages/Embassies%20and%20Consulates/Mauritius-Embassies--Consulates-
Abroad.aspx 
6 https://www.nederlandwereldwijd.nl/landen/mauritius 
7 http://statline.cbs.nl/Statweb/publication/?DM=SLNL&PA=03742&D1=0-4&D2=0&D3=0&D4=0-
2,9,25,31,40,69,77,93-94,96,146,221&D5=0&D6=a&HDR=T,G5&STB=G1,G2,G4,G3&VW=T;   
“immigratie en emigratie naar geboorteland, inclusief administratieve correcties”.  
8 www.UN.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates15.shtml  
9 Statsmauritius.govmu.org/English/pages/2000/volumeIV/inter.htm#33.  
10 See www.UN.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data; population data for Mauritius are as given 
by the World Bank, based on CSO data from Mauritius, see: Population Mauritius: 
https://www.google.nl/publicdata/explore?ds=d5bncppjof8f9_&met_y=sp_pop_totl&idim=country:MUS:MDV&hl=
nl&dl=nl .  

http://statline.cbs.nl/Statweb/publication/?DM=SLNL&PA=03742&D1=0-4&D2=0&D3=0&D4=0-2,9,25,31,40,69,77,93-94,96,146,221&D5=0&D6=a&HDR=T,G5&STB=G1,G2,G4,G3&VW=T
http://statline.cbs.nl/Statweb/publication/?DM=SLNL&PA=03742&D1=0-4&D2=0&D3=0&D4=0-2,9,25,31,40,69,77,93-94,96,146,221&D5=0&D6=a&HDR=T,G5&STB=G1,G2,G4,G3&VW=T
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates15.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data
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France 8 7 10 11 13 15 381 393 406 390 410 443 

UK 7 5 5 4 4 5 229 243 262 319 402 451 

EUROPE 18 14 18 19 23 26 740 776 820 870 984 1075 

America 1 1 1 1 1 1 51 58 66 96 132 148 

Oceania 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 19 20 27 29 

Oth N. 1 1 2 2 2 2 - - - - - - 

S. Asia 6 17 36 95 159 183 25 15 4 3 3 3 

E. Asia 5 34 81 52 26 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Africa 3 5 9 17 26 30 65 69 85 104 138 169 

Other S. 3 4 7 9 12 14 - - - - - - 

TOTAL 36 75 155 196 248 286 1079 1115 1160 1277 1528 1683 

EUR % 50 19 12 10 9 9 69 70 71 68 64 64 

POP M. 

X1000 

1059 1122 1187 1228 1250 1263 1059 1122 1187 1228 1250 1263 

POP+MIGR       1167 1234 1303 1356 1403 1431 

Migr% 0.3 0.7 1.3 1.6 2.0 2.3 9.2 9.0 8.9 9.4 10.9 11.8 

 

During the last twenty-five years migration to Mauritius has always been much lower than 
migration from Mauritius, but both have increased between 1990 and 2015. Migration to 
Mauritius shows a major shift: in 1990 half of all migration to Mauritius still came from Europe 
(with France and the UK dominating)  while in 2015 Europe’s role has become relatively 
insignificant, due to an considerable increase of migration from South Asia (first mainly India, 
later also Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Pakistan) and East Asia (mainly China and Malaysia), but 
also because of relatively increasing migration from other African countries, particularly 
Madagascar, and South Africa. Within Europe France’s position has become more important as 
a supplier of migrants to Mauritius, while the UK has become less important.  

However, as destination countries for Mauritian migrants Europe as a whole is still very 
important, and France and the UK are comparable and important destinations if we look at 
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numbers of Mauritian migrants. The importance of South Asia has dwindled. The slight decrease 
of Europe’s importance as a destination area is a result of the Americas (and mainly the USA) 
and Oceania (mainly Australia) gaining ground, but also the growing importance of Mauritian 
migration to other African destinations, particularly South Africa, Réunion, and Botswana. As 
can be seen, and deduced, the role of the Netherlands as a country of origin and as a 
destination country of migrants is very limited: much below one percent of all migrants to and 
fro.  

The second role of diplomatic  missions is the support of economic relationships: investments 
and trade to and fro. For trade relations we can use a website that provides annual data for 
products and services since 200111, but the bilateral data are restricted to trade in products12. 
Table 2 presents a comparison of imports and exports of products between Mauritius and the  
Netherlands  and other Mauritian trading partners between 2001 and 201613.    

Table 2: Mauritian imports and exports of products, 2001 and 2016 

Country/ 

REGION 

Imports of Products Exports of products 

2001 2016 2001 2016 

M$ % M$ % M$ % M$ % 

Netherlands 23 1 32 1 27 2 72 3 

France 188 9 365 8 308 20 325 15 

UK 72 4 101 2 476 31 264 12 

EUROPE 603 30 1105 24 1039 68 1108 51 

AMERICA 102 5 242 5 314 21 272 12 

OCEANIA 98 5 174 4 4 0 18 1 

China&HK 189 9 844 18 6 0 60 3 

India 159 8 768 17 2 0 16 1 

                                                           
11 www.trademap.org 
12 International trade in services: data are given from 2005 onwards, but without showing origin and destination. 
For Mauritius the trade in services is important: in 2005 it imported for $1.2 billion services and for $3.2 billion 
products, and it exported for $1.6 billion services and $2.1 billion products. In 2016 imports of services had risen to 
$2.1billion for services and $4.7 billion for products, while exports had grown to $2.9 billion for services and only 
$2.2 billion for products.  
13 Figures for 2016 are still provisional.  
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ASIA 826 41 2507 54 24 1 364 17 

South Africa 271 14 349 7 12 1 179 8 

AFRICA 362 18 627 13 140 9 432 20 

TOTAL 1992 100 4655 100 1521 100 2194 100 

HK=Hong Kong; UK= United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Mauritian-Netherlands trade relations are not very important: Mauritian imports from the 
Netherlands are close to 1% of all Mauritian imports, while, relatively speaking, the Netherlands 
is slightly more important as a destination area for Mauritian products, and that relative 
importance grew between 2001 and 2016. But 3% is still insignificant. As a source of Mauritian 
imports Asia has become much more important than Europe, and within Europe France was and 
is most important. As a destination for Mauritian products Europe is still leading, but its relative 
dominance has become less during these fifteen years. Within Europe France took over the 
leading position from the UK. Both Asia and other countries in Africa have become much more 
important during these  fifteen years, in Asia Vietnam, the United Arab Emirates and 
China/Hong Kong have become leading destination countries in 2016 and in Africa South Africa 
and Madagascar. 

Table 3: Shifts in relative importance of the Netherlands for Mauritius and Mauritius for the 
Netherlands as a trading partner, 2001-201614. 

 M imp 
from 
NL 

Mill.$ 

M imp 
from 
World 

Bill.$ 

Maur: 

NL/W 

% 

NL exp 
to 
World 

Bill.$ 

M/NL 

% 

M exp 
to NL 

Mill.$ 

M exp 
to 
World 

Bill.$ 

Maur: 

NL/W 

% 

NL 
imp 
from 
World 

Bill.$ 

M/NL 

% 

2001 23 2.0 1.1 216 0.011 27 1.5 1.8 196 0.014 

2005 16 3.2 0.5 350 0.005 24 2.1 1.1 311 0.008 

2010 49 4.4 1.1 493 0.010 27 1.8 1.5 440 0.006 

2011 60 5.2 1.2 531 0.011 35 2.3 1.5 493 0.007 

2012 68 5.8 1.2 552 0.012 40 2.3 1.7 501 0.008 

2013 40 5.4 0.7 571 0.007 60 2.3 2.3 506 0.012 

                                                           
14 Again: www.trademap.org . 

http://www.trademap.org/
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2014 28 5.6 0.5 571 0.005 67 2.7 2.5 508 0.013 

2015 23 4.5 0.5 474 0.005 66 2.5 2.6 425 0.016 

2016 32 4.7 0.7 445 0.007 72 2.2 3.3 398 0.018 

 

In Table 3 it can be seen that the relative importance of the Netherlands for Mauritius as a 
trading partner was between 0.5% and 1.2% for Mauritian imports during the years 2001-2016 
and between 1.1% and 3.3% for Mauritian exports. For the Netherlands Mauritius was much 
less important in relative terms: between 0.005% and 0.012% for exports from the Netherlands 
and between 0.006% and 0.018% for imports to the Netherlands. What were those imports and 
exports? We compare the years 2001 and 2016 in table4. The Netherlands’ exports to Mauritius 
mainly deal with machinery and dairy in both years, and fish in 200115. Mauritian exports to the 
Netherlands are mainly clothing (knitted and unknitted), and sugar (products), but in recent 
years prepared seafood products dominate. Recently this sector has become very important for 
Mauritius: “Seafood transshipment and processing has … emerged as an important sector of the 
economy…The Mauritius port and Freeport (free trade zone) offer services and infrastructure 
for the transshipment of fish. The Mauritius Freeport offers more than 80,000 cubic meters of 
cold room facilities”16. For trade with the Netherlands seafood has surpassed clothing and 
sugar. 

Table 4: Mauritian imports from  the Netherlands and Mauritian exports to the Netherlands: 
composition; 2001 and 2016. 

Products (and 
categories) 

Mauritian Imports from the 
Netherlands ; mill$ (and %) 

Mauritian exports to the Netherlands; 
mill $ (and %) 

 2001 2016 2001 2016 

Machinery (84) 7.8  (34%) 8.3   (26%) 0.0    (   0%) 1.7    (  2%) 

Dairy (04) 2.4  (11%) 3.2   (10%)   

Veg. & Fruits (20) 0.3  (  1%) 2.4    (  7%)   

Beverages (22) 0.2  (  1%) 1.8   (  6%)   

                                                           
15 and in many years in between, in 2012 fish imports were even 45 million$, and a lot of it leaves Mauritius as 
‘preparations of fish etc’. However the trade figures for fish imports are very volatile, while those for seafood 
preparation exports show a steady line upwards. This category includes “preparations of meat or fish or 
crustaceans, molluscs or other aquatic invertebrates”.  
16 https://www.export.gov/article?id=Mauritius-Refrigeration-Seafood  

https://www.export.gov/article?id=Mauritius-Refrigeration-Seafood
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Cocoa (18) 0.0  (  0%) 1.5    ( 5%)   

Min. fuels (27) 0.0  (  0%) 1.1   (  3%)    

Plastics (39) 1.1   ( 5%) 0.6   (  2%)    

Fish (03) 4.7  (21%)  0.2   (  1%)   

Preparations of 
seafood etc (16) 

  1.5   ( 6%) 34.5   (48%) 

Clothing (61+62)   21.3  (79%) 23.6   (33%) 

Sugar (17)   1.6   (  6%) 7.4   (10%) 

Opticals (90)   1.9   (  7%)  0.0    ( 0%) 

Total 22.8 (100%) 32.4 (100%) 26.8 (100%) 71.6 (100%) 

Categories according to www.trademap.org 

In conclusion we can say that the current linkages between Mauritius and the Netherlands are 
limited and relatively unimportant: both countries do not have an Embassy in each other’s 
capital cities; migration to and fro is below one percent of all migration movements, and the 
role of the Netherlands in international trade has been between 0.5 and 1.2 percent  for 
Mauritian imports and between 1.1 and 3.3 percent of Mauritian exports between 2001 and 
2016, with seafood currently dominating.  This was much different in the early years of 
Mauritian-Dutch relationships.  

Mauritius as a VOC station between 1638 and 1710, after the Dutch landing in 
1598. 

During the 17th century the Netherlands had (or tried to have) a monopoly position in Mauritius. 
Mauritius was one of the hubs in the trading network of the Verenigde Oostindische Compagnie 
(VOC, the United East India Company of the Republic of the United Provinces in the 
Netherlands). Many writers, with various backgrounds, have written about this history, and later 
in this chapter we will look at that written heritage. Here we will summarize a chronology of the 
two major elements of Dutch involvement in Mauritius during this period: on the one hand the 
VOC presence and those of Freeburghers (Vrijburgers, who were mostly Dutch and others who 
settled in Mauritius after servicing the VOC), and on the other hand the slaves, maroons 
(escaped slaves), and convicts brought to Mauritius during this period.  

Table 5: chronology of events in Mauritius  

http://www.trademap.org/
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I 1500s until 1637 

Year Events 

1502 Mauritius appeared on a European (Italian) map (Cantino; see Figure 5). 

1511 Domingos Fernandez Pereira, a Portuguese navigator was the first European to land in 
Mauritius. He named the island ‘Ilha do Cirne’ (isle of the swan = dodo). The Portuguese left 
behind pigs, rats and other animals (also Dutch and other ships later left behind rats, which 
became a major scourge on the island, and a problem for the establishment of agriculture). 

1598 Vice –Admiral Wybrant (van) Warwyck  of the Oude Oost-Indische Compagnie landed on 
Mauritius (“Warwijck Harbour”, on what is currently Vieux Grand Port) with a fleet of five 
ships on his way to the East Indies (it was the second Dutch expedition to the ‘spice islands’ in 
the East Indies, the first one started in 1595). Warwyck’s account got published in Dutch, 
English, German and Latin. 

1601 Admiral Wolfert Harmensz visited Rodrigues and Mauritius with the ‘Moluccan Fleet’ 
(including the Gelderland). The ship’s artist (probably Joris Laerle) made many drawings, 
including the dodo, published in 1602.   

1602 Start of the Verenigde  Oostindië Compagnie, with headquarters in Amsterdam. 

1606 Admiral Corn. Matelief de Jonge attempted to create a refreshment station, planted trees, 
and introduced goats.  

1610 Visit of Dutch Governor General (Batavia) Pieter Both. A female passenger on board his ship 
gave birth on Mauritius, called ‘Mauritia’, the first-ever child born on the island. 

1612 Future Governor General Jan Pieterszoon Coen and explorer Joris van Spilbergen visited 
Mauritius 

1615 On its homeward trip Pieter Both’s ship wrecked near the north west side of Mauritius. 

 

II 1637 onwards 

Year VOC and Freeburghers Slaves, Maroons and Convicts 

1637 VOC decided to take full possession of the 
island after serious rumors about a 
forthcoming English occupation. They 
decided to start the exploitation of ebony 
forests, and collection of ambergris.  
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1638-
1639 

Pieter de Gooyer VOC Commander of 
Mauritius arrived on the Maen ship, with 25 
Europeans; building of the ‘Fortress’ Frederik 
Hendrik  

 

1639-
1645 

Adriaen van der Stel VOC Commander; 
introduced sugarcane 

1639: the first three slaves brought (two 
from Oman, one from Bengal, but all coming  
from Batavia (the major VOC hub in the East; 
later: Jakarta).  

1641- 
1645 

 Three visits to Madagascar to buy slaves; ca 
>100 Malagasy slaves were brought to 
Mauritius 

1642  “Malagasy slaves fled into the interior 
almost immediately upon their landing in 
1642” (Alpers 2003: 53) 

1645-
1648  

Jacob van der Meersch VOC Commander; 
first road built (to Flacq, to enable transport 
of ebony) 

Slaves from Madagascar (>150); partly 
shipped to  Batavia (many die in the East). 
1642-1647 six expeditions to various parts of 
Madagascar, together >500 slaves acquired. 

1644  First ‘maroon hunt’. 

1648-
1653 

Reynier Por VOC Commander; expansion of 
sugar cane 

At some point less than 20 slaves left on 
Mauritius 

1649  Maroon campaign to find  ‘escaped slaves’ in 
the interior; Amboinese convicts revolted; 
sent back to Batavia 

1652 Jan van Riebeeck started VOC refreshment 
station at the Cape; all VOC vessels required 
to go there. Less interest in Mauritius17.  

 

1653-
1654 

Chaotic period; interim management by Van 
der Woutbeek and Maximiliaan de Jongh; 
orders from Amsterdam to stop felling 
ebony and cultivate sugarcane; reduction of 

 

                                                           
17 Sleigh 2000: 51: “Mauritius was neither on the outward nor on the homeward leg of the most economical 
route…and only thirteen visits of the 382 ships on the outward run, and four of the 199 ships on the homeward 
run, were recorded during the twenty years of the first Dutch occupation of Mauritius” (figures based on Bruijn et 
al, 1979).  
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people. 

1654-
1656 

Maximiliaan de Jong VOC governor; on the 
Island: 60 VOC people and a few 
Freeburgher (Bonaparte 1890: 57: “l’Ile est 
abondonnée”; but that is untrue) 

No information about the numbers of slaves 
and maroons 

1656-
1658 

Mauritius degraded to a ‘Buitenpost’ (outer 
station) of the Cape; garrison reduced to 20 
men; Abraham Evertsz VOC representative 
under Cape Administration 

 

1657  VOC decision to abandon Mauritius  

1658 Most people left the island; Fort destroyed; 
people and equipment transported to 
Ceylon and Batavia. 

Some maroons stayed on the Island, 
including deserted sailors. 

1662 Shipwreck of Arnhem VOC ship; survivors on 
Mauritius; growing likelihood of French or 
English occupation, and threat to VOC in 
south west Indian Ocean area. 

One survivor killed ‘by five African maroons’ 

1663 Decision to re-establish VOC ‘buitenpost’  

1664-
1665 

Jacob van  Nieuwland VOC Governor; came 
with 12 people, who all escaped, but were 
recaptured.  

 

1664 Jan van der Laar and Dirck Janszoon Smient 
VOC Governors after death of JvN; 32 extra 
people; ebony felling resumed. 

Slaves from the East 

1669-
1671 

Georg Frederik Wreede VOC Governor (he 
was a German; turbulent period; drowned 
near Mauritius). 

 

1671-
1673 

Pieter Philip Col interim governor.  

1673-
1677 

Hubert Hugo VOC Commander (former 
Dutch pirate in French service; no longer 
under Cape authority); proposal to make 
Mauritius a hub for slave trading and Dutch 
acquisition of parts of Madagascar; 

Maroon attacks on Freeburghers ; minor 
slave revolt; in 1677 complot discovered to 
kill VOC personnel. Captured maroons in 
East Indies sent to Mauritius.  
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agricultural expansion, including cattle; 
conflicts with expanding groups of 
Freeburghers. 

1677-
1692 

Isaac Johannes Lamotius VOC Governor, 
again under Cape authority; conflicts with 
Freeburghers; in 1692 arrested and on trial 
in Batavia for ‘despotism’; in 1677 there 
were 32 Freeburgher families at Swarterivier 
(later Black River; south west), Vlakte van 
Noordwijk (later Flacq) and Noordwesthaven 
(later near Port Louis). 

In 1679 there were 68 slaves, most from 
India and East Indies. Lamotius: ”the forest is 
continually provided with male and female 
runaway slaves of the freemen who at the 
same time tempt thus away with them, 
some of the company slaves” (Chan Low 
2012: 32). Maroons also called ‘bush 
rangers’.  

1687 Last time a living dodo was reported  

1690s British pirates on the rise (earlier chased 
from the Caribbean) 

 

1692-
1703 

Roelof Diodati (also Deodati) VOC Governor; 
damaging cyclones (particularly in 1695), 
floods and epidemics. Fort ruined, buildings 
damaged and plantations destroyed. 

Slave revolts (1695: four slaves set fire to the 
Lodge Fredrik Hendrik; arrested, tortured 
and killed) ; climate of fear and paranoia 
among Freeburgher; complaints about 
maroon threats; some Freeburgher join 
revolts; captured maroons in East Indies sent 
to Mauritius; became involved in instigating 
revolts.  

1702; 
1704 

Visits of English Pirate John Bowen, with 200 
sailors 

 

1703-
1710 

Abraham Momber van de Velde VOC 
Governor. 

1703: slave uprising at Flacq; threats in the 
Northwest. 

1706: 15 slaves set fire to the rebuilt Fort. 
Arrested, trialed, killed. They came from  a 
great variety of backgrounds: Madagascar, 
East Africa, India, East Indies.  

1706 Decision taken to abandon Mauritius 
(“useless and costly”) . 

 

1707  Census taken on Mauritius: next to 48 VOC 
servants there were 196 people; 106 in 
Noordwesthaven in 16 households; 67 in 

And the Census shows that there were 71 
slaves: 47 in Noordwesthaven; 16 in Vlakte 
and 8 in Swarterivier. 40 slaves were owned 
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Vlakte in 14 households and 28 in 
Swarterivier in 6 households. The Census 
showed: 32 men, 24 women, and 69 children 
of the Freeburghers. Together they had 472 
animals.  

by Freeburghers; only 18 Freeburgher 
families owned these slaves, so not all! The 
other slaves were Company property 
(Panyandee 2012: 21-22). 

1710-
1711 

The VOC abandoned the island for the 
second time and evacuated all VOC 
personnel, Free Burghers and most of the 
slaves (together 174 persons evacuated); 
last pieces of ebony shipped. 

Some maroons and deserted sailors (from 
VOC ships and from British ships) stayed 
behind. 

1715 The French East India Company  under 
Guillaume Dufresne d'Arsel  took possession 
of the island as ‘Ile de France’ (followed by 
French settlement from 1721 onwards). 

French ‘hunt’ of maroons; some captured 
and sent to Réunion. 

1810 The British took over from the French and 
again used ‘Mauritius’ as the name for the 
island.  

 

1839  Slave emancipation. 

Sources: Alpers 2003; Bonaparte 1890 (IX, p. 57, but many mistakes), based on Valentyn 1726; Moree 1998; Moree 
2012a; Moree 2012b; Panyandee 2012; Chan Low 2012; Peerthum & Peerthum 2012; Republic of Mauritius 2013.  

Figure 5: Cantino’s map of 160218. 

                                                           
18 https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9c/Cantino_planisphere_%281502%29.jpg/ 1280px-
Cantino_planisphere_%281502%29.jpg . Cantino’s map shows three islands East of Madagascar, including “Dino 
Arobi”, later: Mauritius.  The evidence on this map, and wax with ‘Arab’ characters found in 1598 by the Warwyck 
expedition, near a shipwreck on Mauritius, have long suggested that Arab ships had visited Mauritius (long) before 
the Portuguese found the ‘Mascareignes’ or ‘Mascarenes’ islands: Mauritius, Réunion, and Rodrigues. In sources 
published by the Mauritian government (e.g., Republic of Mauritius, 2013), in school text books used in Mauritius 
(see Chan Low 2000), and on Wikipedia the suggestion is that Arabs ‘discovered’ the islands (some even indicate 
when: “in the 9th century”) – some also add that Greeks and/or Phoenicians  did so long before the Arabs did. 
Shawkat Toorawa (2000) and Robert Barnes (2000) show that these claims should be taken with a lot of caution, 
and might simply be untrue. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9c/Cantino_planisphere_%281502%29.jpg/%201280px-Cantino_planisphere_%281502%29.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9c/Cantino_planisphere_%281502%29.jpg/%201280px-Cantino_planisphere_%281502%29.jpg
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A heritage of connections 

The Dutch heritage about Mauritius can be found in archives and libraries, in museums, on the 
internet, in the landscape, and on postage stamps. In this section we will look at each of those.  

The heritage of written sources about the Dutch period on Mauritius 

I: Dutch, South African and Indonesian sources 

Primary material about the Dutch visits to and colonization of “‘T Eylandt Mauritius” can be 
found in the General State Archives in The Hague, the Archive of the Political Council at Cape 
Town, and – in the form of ‘dagh registers’ of the VOC in Batavia - in Jakarta. In the 17th century 
the publications of the ship’s journals were very popular, and that already started with the 
publication of Warwyck’s journal around 1600 in Dutch, English and German. In 1891-1893, in  
1898-1902 and in 1903 Chijs,  Colenbrander and Hullu published some of the ‘dagh-registers’ 
from Batavia.  Between 1938 and 1951 the Dutch Linschoten Vereeniging published all relevant 
materials of this ‘Tweede Schipvaart’ (see Keuning 1938-1951). A famous 17th century 
publication was Evertsz (1670) story about the shipwreck of the Arnhem near Mauritius (also 
see Stokram 1942, and 1993) , and the story of Willem Ysbrantsz Bontekoe’s trip to the East 
Indies (including his visit to Mauritius), published in 1650, became a very popular book 
(Bontekoe van Hoorn 1650, also see Hoogewerff 1952, and Bostoen, 1996). Around the same 
time Matelieff (1648) published his story about the voyage of Admiral De Jonge in 1605-1608. 
Coolhaas (1962) published a book about Pieter van den Broecke and how he found the wreck of 
Pieter Both’s ship in 1617. Warnsinck (1943) wrote about Van Spilbergen’s trip around the 
world, including his visit to Mauritius around the same time. Akveld and Houterman (1971) also 
published a study about the VOC ship ’t Wapen van Amsterdam, and Van Hoof (1994) and 
Moree (2001) about the ship of the Gelderland. A lot of material in the archives of The Hague is 
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still waiting to be studied (see Moree 1998 and Moree 2012a), but two major publications exist 
about these sources: Bruijn et al. (1979-1987) and Raben (1992). In 1896 Leibbrandt had 
published an overview of the materials in Cape Town, and in 1957, 1959, 1962 and 1973 
Boëseken published some of those Cape Town materials (in Afrikaans). The South-African 
historian Sleigh also made use of Cape Town archives in his publications of 1993 (in Afrikaans) 
and 2000 (in English).  

During the 18th and 19th century there was only limited attention for the Dutch history in 
Mauritius. Exceptions were publications by Calvinist minister Valentyn in 1726, by history 
professor Leupe (1854; also see figure 3) and a study by Heeringa (1895), that became 
influential internationally because it also had a French translation. In 1930 Stapel wrote an essay 
about the role of former pirate Hubert Hugo, and his role as Commander of Mauritius, and a bit 
later the Linschoten Vereeniging started with the publication of some of the archival sources, as 
we have seen. In 1931 Hoffmann’s 1680 text was reissued (in German) about his travels in the 
years 1671-1676, including his visit to Mauritius. In 1944 Wijnaendts van Resandt published a 
study about Governor Diodati.  

Towards the 400th anniversary of the Dutch landing on Mauritius suddenly there was a lot of 
attention in the Netherlands for what had happened 400 years ago. In 1991 Kouwenhoven 
published an article in a popular history journal in the Netherlands, and in 1998 about the 
excavations of Fort Frederik Hendrik. Van Wissen (1994) edited a volume about the dodo (see 
later). And in 1995 there was a first assessment of the history of slavery from Madagascar 
(Barendse, 1995). In preparation of the 400th anniversary, the Netherlands Government asked 
Perry Moree, then working at the National Archives in The Hague, to write a history of Dutch 
Mauritius (1998, also see 2000, 2001, 2012a and 2012b; in 1998: 98-101 he gives a list of all 
Dutch ships visiting Mauritius in 1598-1638 and 1659-1664), and the International Institute of 
Asian Studies in Leiden and Amsterdam, together with the University of Mauritius in Réduit, 
organized a conference about ‘Globalisation and the South-West Indian Ocean’ in 1998. It was 
followed by a  publication (Evers and Hookoomsing 2000), with Dutch contributions about 
Mauritius by Perry Moree, Robert Ross, Laetitia van den Heuvel and Paul van der Velde, and 
South African contributions from Daniel Sleigh and Nigel Worden (see section IV for Mauritian 
contributions). In 2012 the Journal of Mauritian Studies published a special issue about 
‘Buitenpost Mauritius’ (see section IV), and besides Moree (2012a and 2012b) also Harmsen 
published a contribution (about the image of Mauritius and the VOC during the 17th century in 
the Netherlands). Recently there was also some interest in the history of the Dutch involvement 
in slavery in the Indian Ocean, e.g., Vink (2003 and 2007), and there was a publication about an 
archaeological study (Floore and Jayasena; 2010).  

II: French sources 
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France was the second colonizer of Mauritius (1715/1721 – 1810). Already in the 17th century 
French sailors travelled in the area and published their travel journals. An example is Cauche 
(1651), who also wrote about Dutch slavery in Madagascar and to Mauritius. In 1713 Tavernier 
assessed the activities of the Dutch in Asia.  In 1804 Bory de Saint-Vincent wrote about the 
island, followed by Milbert (1812), and Bernardin de Saint-Pierre in 1826. These sources were all 
used in an influential (but not always accurate) publication by Bonaparte in 1890 about the 
Dutch in Mauritius. During the 20th century only few French publications were published about 
the Dutch in Mauritius. In 1956 Lougnon published about the French maroon hunt in 1714 after 
the Dutch had left the island. In 1984 Racault published about the failed attempt by French 
huguenots (under François Léguat, see Leguat de la Fougère 1721, published in London; Léguat 
& Racault 1984) to settle in Mauritius during Dutch rule, and in 1979 Gabrielle de Nettancourt 
published a contribution about Dutch Mauritius in a book that was published after a colloquium 
in Paris about Population Movements in the Indian Ocean area (in French). She mainly used 
archival sources. In 1989, Antoine Chelin published an extensive monograph about the history 
of Mauritius (published in Réunion). Finally, Mauritian historian Jocelyn Chan Low published his 
PhD dissertation in France in 1990, also using a lot of archival sources.  

III: Sources from the UK and the USA 

Even before the English took control of Mauritius, in 1810, Charles Grant (1801) already 
published a book about the island. It was followed by a.o. Pridham in 1849, Oliver in 1891 
(about Leguat and his unfortunate adventures), McMillan in 1914, and Ingram in 1931. These 
studies formed the basis for the way school children in Mauritius learned about the Dutch 
heritage, and in more recent times particularly the studies by Barnwell (1948) and Barnwell and 
Toussaint (1949) were very influential to picture the Dutch heritage in very negative terms (see 
Moree 1998 and Chan Low 2000). Barnwell later published a study about Mauritian place names 
(1956). Sharp (1968) studied the voyages of famous Dutch explorer Abel Tasman, including his 
visit to Mauritius. Selvon and Rivière published a historical dictionary about the island (1991), 
and in 2005 Selvon published a book about Mauritian history, published in Mauritius. Recent 
sources also include the (many) publications about the dodo – see later – and publications by 
Megan Vaughan about the creation of a creole slave island (a.o. 2005), adding to a growing 
interest in the history of slavery in the Indian Ocean area (e.g. Barker 1996; Scarr 1998; Ward 
2009), although most of these studies mainly deal with the period after the Dutch left.   

IV: Mauritian sources 

Only from 1998 onwards a lot of interest can be noticed among Mauritian scholars about the 
history of the Dutch period on the island, and these had a major focus on the slaves and 
maroons, and on anti-slavery resistance during the Dutch period on the island. The book 
published after the 400th anniversary celebrations of the Dutch landing on Mauritius in 1598 
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(Evers and Hookoomsing, 2000) and a crucial publication about the Dutch period by the Journal 
of Mauritian Studies in 2012  gave a platform to Mauritian authors like Robert Barnes, (Laval) 
Jocelyn Chan Low19, Vinesh Hookoomsingh, Sitradeven Panyandee, Satteeanund and Satyendra 
Peerthum, France Staub, and Shawkat Toorawa. These two studies were preceded by Vijaya 
Teelock’s explicit study about the Dutch period on the island (1998), and by a book written by 
Addison and Hazareesingh (1993). Only a few earlier publications exist about this period, 
written by Mauritian scholars, and published in Mauritius. A famous and very early one is  Pitot 
(1905), and the various contributions by the Chief archivist of Mauritius, Auguste Toussaint are 
worth mentioning as well (e.g., 1949 – together with Barnwell; 1956 – together with Adolphe; 
1971; 1972;  1974; and 1977, but most of it was published outside Mauritius; in London or 
Paris).  

Public image, negative assessment and counter-narratives 

The Government of Mauritius is brief about the Dutch heritage. In a website for the general 
public it writes:  

“In 1598, a Dutch squadron, under the orders of Admiral Wybrand Van Warwyck, landed at Grand Port and 
named the island "Mauritius", in honour of Prince Maurice Van Nassau, "Stathouder" of Holland. However, 
it was not until 1638 that there was a first attempt of Dutch settlement. It was from here that the famous 
Dutch navigator Tasman set out to discover the western part of Australia. The first Dutch settlement lasted 
only twenty years. Several attempts were subsequently made, but the settlements never developed 
enough to produce dividends and the Dutch finally left Mauritius in 1710. They are remembered for the 
introduction of sugar-cane, domestic animals and deer”20. 

And the only illustration it adds is a drawing of a dodo, reproduced as figure 6 (also see the final 
part of this chapter). 

Figure 6: the dodo as illustration of the Dutch period in the history of Mauritius21. 

  

 

                                                           
19 Also see: Chan Low 2004, about the debate of compensation  for slavery experiences. 
20 http://www.govmu.org/English/ExploreMauritius/Pages/History.aspx#dutch  
21 http://www.govmu.org/Style%20Library/MauritusImages/Content/his2.jpg  

http://www.govmu.org/English/ExploreMauritius/Pages/History.aspx#dutch
http://www.govmu.org/Style%20Library/MauritusImages/Content/his2.jpg
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It could be interesting to see the different national narratives on the history of Mauritius. A 
good attempt to get a grasp of the common sense understanding of a nation regarding the 
colonial past of Mauritius could be through studying Wikipedia. Hence, the different language 
sites of Wikipedia will be scrutinized, although the information about the Dutch history of 
Mauritius, available on Wikipedia, is limited. The English-language website22 simply copies the 
information on the Mauritian Government website, but it adds a Dutch map of the (south east) 
Coast (figure 7), and a painting of Stadtholder Maurits (see figure 2 before).  

Dutch-language Wikipedia site23 has a bit more information, but that is still very limited. It 
mentions Warwijck’s ‘colonisation’, and a reference to stadholder Maurits. Additionally it 
includes information about the dodo (called walgvogel) and its extinction, as well as the 
extinction of the giant tortoise and ebony wood.  It mentions the building of Fort Frederik 
Hendrik, and the introduction of sugarcane by Simon van der Stel (with reference to its later 
importance for the island), but also of goats, monkeys, rats, dogs, and deer (adding that the 
island did not have any mammals, except bats). It mentions a cyclone in 1695 and suggests that 
this resulted in the economic collapse of the island and the lack of interest of the VOC to re-
invest in the island. And it mentions the move of the Dutch (slaves are not at all mentioned) to 
Cape of Good Hope, and the colonization of the island by the French in 1721. As an illustration it 
adds an old map (Figure 8). 

Figure 7: Map of Warwijck Harbour, “Z.O.Haven”,  later Vieux Grand Port24. 

Figure 8: Map of Mauritius made by Leupe25. 

                                                           
22 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritius , accessed 15/11/2017  
23 https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritius_(land), accessed 15/11/2017 
24 https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/5b/Van_Keulen_-
_De_Z._O._Haven_van_%27t_Eyland_Mauritius.jpg/800px-Van_Keulen_-
_De_Z._O._Haven_van_%27t_Eyland_Mauritius.jpg: “Dutch map of a coast of Mauritius. The Dutch were the first 
to establish a permanent human settlement in Mauritius. Dutch colonists named it after Maurice of Nassau, Prince 
of Orange and the Stadtholder of the Dutch Republic”. The Afrikaans version of Wikipedia also has this illustration 
and adds that the map was made in 1853.  
25 https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/21/AMH-2523-
NA_Map_of_the_island_of_Mauritius.jpg/800px-AMH-2523-NA_Map_of_the_island_of_Mauritius.jpg (Leupe: 
Kaart van 't Eyland Mauritius; in: Isaak de Graaf - ATLAS OF MUTUAL HERITAGE). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritius
https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritius_(land)
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/5b/Van_Keulen_-_De_Z._O._Haven_van_%27t_Eyland_Mauritius.jpg/800px-Van_Keulen_-_De_Z._O._Haven_van_%27t_Eyland_Mauritius.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/5b/Van_Keulen_-_De_Z._O._Haven_van_%27t_Eyland_Mauritius.jpg/800px-Van_Keulen_-_De_Z._O._Haven_van_%27t_Eyland_Mauritius.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/5b/Van_Keulen_-_De_Z._O._Haven_van_%27t_Eyland_Mauritius.jpg/800px-Van_Keulen_-_De_Z._O._Haven_van_%27t_Eyland_Mauritius.jpg
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The French Wikipedia website26 does not even devote a full sentence to the Dutch period: “L’île 
demeura inhabitée jusqu'à l'établissement d’une colonie en 1638 par les Provinces-Unies des 
Pays-Bas, les Néerlandais la nommant en l’honneur de Maurice de Nassau. Elle fut abandonnée 
faute de passage de commerçants en 1710…”.  

The German Wikipedia website is more elaborate, and adds that 1638 is the same year in which 
the French colonised the islands of Réunion and Rodrigues. And very interestingly it adds that  
the island had many [VOC] Chiefs, who had to deal with lots of problems, like cyclones, drought, 
pests, food shortages and diseases, and resulted in the decision to give up27.    

Finally the Wikipedia site in Afrikaans adds that the island was left in 1709 because it was not 
successful enough as a refreshment station between Cape Town and Batavia28.  

What we can note, is that ‘popularized history’ seems to be coloured by the perspective of the 
writers’ background, even in a ‘globalised medium’ like Wikipedia. It is even more true if we look 
at the way ‘knowledge about the past’ enters Mauritian school books, and hence the minds of 
children (and their teachers and parents). Jocelyn Chan Low shows (in 2000: 57-58) how the 
British and British/Mauritian publications by Ingrams (1931), Barnwell and Toussaint (1949), 
Toussaint (1974), and Addison and Hazareesingh (1993) contributed to the creation of a 
negative image of the Dutch and their Mauritian heritage (a kind of ‘victor’s history writing, 
belittling the ones that left or were pushed out). Moree (1998: 1) wrote: “it is hard to believe for 
someone who visits Mauritius…today  that this paradisical island was once the possession of a 
Dutch trading company. Neither the languages spoken on Mauritius – English, French, Creole 
and Hindu (sic) – nor the surviving colonial architecture- with no trace at all of Dutch buildings – 

                                                           
26 https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_(pays) 
27 https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritius:  “Zahlreiche Gouverneure wurden als Oberhäupter der Insel eingesetzt, 
doch viele Belastungen und Nöte, wie Zyklone, Dürren, Schädlingsplagen, Nahrungsmangel und Krankheiten, 
forderten ihren Tribut und 1710 wurde Mauritius von den Niederländern schließlich aufgegeben”.  
28https://af.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritius : “In 1638 het Nederland dit as buitepos van die VOC beset, maar in 1709 
dit weer verlaat omdat dit net deels suksesvol as verversingspos benut kon word tussen Kaapstad en Batavia” . 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provinces-Unies
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provinces-Unies
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_de_Nassau
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritius
https://af.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritius


19 
 

seem to indicate any involvement of the island with the Netherlands. And yet it is indisputable 
that the Dutch had actually made their presence felt there in the past”. He goes on by showing 
how negative the opinion is of the Dutch in later popular history writing, not in the least 
because they were held responsible for the extinction of the dodo. And indeed, next to the 
ecological damage left behind, they were also pictured as people who took all the existing 
ebony trees, and destroyed the environment, who engaged in slavery and harsh treatment of 
slaves, and who “failed in everything they set out to do when they took possession of the 
island” (Moree, 1998: 2; referring to Barnwell and Toussaint, 1949).  

It is only recently, in fact starting with the 400th anniversary publications of the Dutch landing on 
Mauritius, that a more nuanced picture was painted. It is interesting to note that very different 
opinions can be found in the current literature about the decision of the Dutch VOC to leave 
Mauritius (in 1710). Some authors focus on the lack of relevance of a refreshment station after 
the successful establishment of Cape Town, others point at the fact that the ebony trees [ the 
most important export from the island] had been exploited up to extinction [although it is 
interesting to read that Jacob Haafner during his visit to the Island in 1786-1787 found that 
“ebony .. and other sorts of wood are available in abundant quantities and are of an outstanding 
quality”; Van der Velde 2000: 123], or that Cape Town no longer needed the chalk that 
Mauritius had provided to build its castle and other VOC buildings (Sleigh 2000). Ross (2000) and 
Peerthum and Peerthum suggest that the Dutch could no longer cope with the slave and 
maroon resistance and threats. While it is also clear that the relative strength of the Dutch to 
cope with French and English competition, as well as with the increasing pirate menace, was 
weaning, particularly after the 1672 war of the Netherlands with both France, England and 
some German states. Particularly the publications by Perry Moree (1998 and later), Jocelyn 
Chan Low (1990 and later) and Daniel Sleigh (1993 and later)  provide counter-narratives to the 
negative images of most of the earlier publications, and they show that the Dutch presence on 
the island is still part of the ‘lived heritage’ of Mauritius today.  

Physical remains, names, maps and drawings 

Of the Dutch presence in Mauritius not much is visible in the landscape of Mauritius. The ruins 
of Fort Frederik Hendrik near Vieux Grand Port are the exception29, and with it the name of 
Stadholder Frederik Hendrik (see figure 9-11).  

Figure 9: Drawing of Fort Frederik Hendrik30; Figure 10: The ruins of Fort Frederik Hendrik31 and 
Figure 11: Stadholder Frederik Hendrik on a postage stamp of Dutch colony Curaçao . 

                                                           
29 See Floore et al., 2011.  
30 http://www.philateliemarine.fr/images/Mascareignes/landing400.jpg  

http://www.philateliemarine.fr/images/Mascareignes/landing400.jpg
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Old maps also play a major role in the heritage of Mauritius. The first maps with details about 
(parts of) the island were made by the Dutch, as already illustrated in figures7 and 8. Figures 11 
and 12 show other early maps, reproduced on postage stamps of Mauritius32. 

Figure 11: Dutch map of ’T Eylandt Mauritius, 1670 and Figure 12: Van Keulen’s map of 
Mauritius, c. 1700. 

  

And some names on Mauritius (like the name of the Island itself of course) directly or indirectly 
refer to the Dutch period, directly as in the case of Pieter Both mountain (see figure 13), and 
indirectly as in the translation of earlier Dutch names Swarterivier in Black River or Noordwijkse 
Vlakte in Flacq33. Finally a lot of drawings were made during  the Dutch period by travellers on 

                                                                                                                                                                                            
31 http://www.mauritiusencyclopedia.com/History/Images/FortFrederikHendrik.jpg : “The vestiges of Fort Frederik 
Hendrik”. “In May 1638, the Dutch built a square wooden fort with bastions and cannons at each corner in Grand 
Vieux Port.. This fort was garrisoned, at first, by a force of 25 Dutchmen under the command of the first governor: 
Cornelis Gooyer. The fort was finished on 29 August 1638. It served as their primary fort in the colony as well as 
their seat of administration. It is the first VOC (Dutch East India Company) fort in the eastern hemisphere and is 
particular in that it was built as a defense from the sea – all the other forts were primarily to defend the Dutch from 
the native inhabitants of the land. The Dutch, of course, were the first and original inhabitants of Mauritius. Today, 
this fort no longer stands, but its foundations are under the ground. The fort was attacked by escaped slaves and 
set on fire by slaves, on different occasions, and is thus a symbol of freedom fighting and active resistance by slave 
towards their “owners”. 
32https://i1181.photobucket.com/albums/x424/nethryk/Volume%2015/Mauritius-865-DutchMap-1670-9-18-
98Litho_zps0tmkvvl1.jpg, and  http://www.mauritius.org.uk/stamps15.jpg.Map by Van Keulen c. 1700.  
33 Chan Low 2000:59  adds other examples, making use of earlier work by Barnwell (1956).  

http://www.mauritiusencyclopedia.com/History/Images/FortFrederikHendrik.jpg
https://i1181.photobucket.com/albums/x424/nethryk/Volume%2015/Mauritius-865-DutchMap-1670-9-18-98Litho_zps0tmkvvl1.jpg
https://i1181.photobucket.com/albums/x424/nethryk/Volume%2015/Mauritius-865-DutchMap-1670-9-18-98Litho_zps0tmkvvl1.jpg
http://www.mauritius.org.uk/stamps15.jpg.Map
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Dutch ships as illustrations in ‘ship travel journals’, and some of those have been reproduced in 
scientific texts (like Bonaparte 1890, Moree 1998, or in the special issue of the Journal of 
Mauritian Studies on ‘Buitenpost Mauritius’ in 2012), or on Mauritian postage stamps (see 
figure 14 and 15). Part of those drawings deal with the famous dodo bird, but we will deal with 
that at the end of this paper.  

Figure 13: Pieter Both Mountain on two postage stamps of Mauritius34 

 

Figures 14 and 15: reproductions of old drawings on postage stamps of Mauritius35 

 

By the way, the landing place of Van Warwijck’s fleet was marked by a small monument, 
erected in 1948 (see figure 16, while the ship Maen that brought the first VOC commander, 
Pieter de Gooyer, appeared on a Mauritian stamp, see figure 17). 

Figure 16: Monument for Warwijck’s arrival36, figure 17: Postage stamp of the Maen in 163837, 
and figure 18: Map of Dutch settlements on Mauritius38. 

                                                           
34 http://www.postzegelblog.nl/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/zegels.jpg; Herman Jacobs 
KNBF : Nieuwsbrief 52, augustus 2014.  
35 http://kayatana.com/images/MAU1978-530A-s1-1.50-UM.jpg: “Mauritius 1978 15c Historical Series. SG530A”, 
and https://i.pinimg.com/564x/29/62/89/29628956d5d43ffd515176b6c95367bd.jpg . 
36 http://www.postzegelblog.nl/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/18.jpg : “De inscriptie op de koperen 
plaat luidt als volgt: Hereabouts on 20th September 1598, Dutch Sailors under Wysbrand van Warwick, first landed 

http://www.postzegelblog.nl/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/zegels.jpg
http://kayatana.com/images/MAU1978-530A-s1-1.50-UM.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/564x/29/62/89/29628956d5d43ffd515176b6c95367bd.jpg
http://www.postzegelblog.nl/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/18.jpg
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Finally: the dodo images 

In a very nice contribution to the book that was published after the ‘400th anniversary’ 
conference, Laetitia van den Heuvel (2000), writes about the virtual reality of the dodo in the 
current iconography of Mauritius, and the fact that that extinct bird has become one of the 
most prominent icons of Mauritius. The dodo was alive when the Dutch arrived and extinct 
when they left, so it is obvious that the Dutch were blamed for its extinction. In scientific studies 
about Mauritius and its Dutch heritage by far the most cited studies are about the dodo! The 
most important recent ones are Cheke (1987), Van Wissen (1994), Staub (2000), Roberts and 
Solow (2003), Hume et al. (2004), Hume (2006), Cheke and Hume (2008/2010), Turvey and 
Cheke (2008), Hume(2012) and Quammen (2012). It is interesting to see that among the 54 
people who have so far cited Perry Moree’s 1998 study about Mauritius (one of the most cited 
non-dodo publications about the Dutch period in Mauritius)39, many publications deal with 
either the dodo, or with slavery.  

The recent studies of biologists and ecologists no longer solely blame the Dutch for the 
extinction, but see it as a tragic but almost inevitable impact of the introduction of alien 
influences on an hitherto ‘untouched’ island. If we look at the material heritage of Mauritian 
postage stamps, which for a long time have been an important way of the (postal) authorities to 
showcase Mauritius (and still are for many stamp collectors), dodos dominate the ‘Dutch 

                                                                                                                                                                                            
and named this island Mauritius. This monument Was erected in commemoration by the Societe de l’Histoire de 
l’Ile Maurice and unveiled on 20th September 1948”.  
37 http://www.philateliemarine.fr/images/Mascareignes/maen.jpg:  “Dutch fluyt MAEN transports the mail of the 
governor of Mauritius, C.S. Goyer, with the directors of the East India Company in August 1638. The fluyt was the 
largest trading vessel in the 17th century, round-sterned, flat-bottomed, and a relatively narrow vessel”. 
38 http://www.mauritiusencyclopedia.com/History/Images/DutchMauritiusMap.jpg . The map prominently shows 
Fort Frederik Hendrik, and indicates the location of the locations of Dutch Freeburghers on the island: 
Noordwesthaven (near current-day Port Louis),  Swarterivier in the South West (currently Black River), and 
Noordwijckse Vlakte (currently Flacq) in the northeast.  
39 See: google scholar: 
https://scholar.google.nl/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=moree+1998+concise+history&oq=Moree+1998  

http://www.philateliemarine.fr/images/Mascareignes/maen.jpg
http://www.mauritiusencyclopedia.com/History/Images/DutchMauritiusMap.jpg
https://scholar.google.nl/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=moree+1998+concise+history&oq=Moree+1998
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heritage on stamps’ in Mauritius. The combined figure 19 shows the evidence on Mauritian 
stamps, including the coat of arms of Mauritius, and a coin which includes the dodo! The dodo 
became an emblem of the extinction of animals, or as Turvey and Cheke (2008) call it: “an 
extinction icon”. Hence, some foreign countries also copied pictures of the dodo on their 
postage stamps (see figure 20 for examples), but unfortunately not the Netherlands. Mauritius 
features once on a Dutch stamp, but that is because of a Mauritian postage stamp that became 
one of the most iconic images of the world’s philatelic heritage: see Figure 21.  

Figure 19: dodos on Mauritian postage stamps40  

 

  

  

                                                           
40http://www.pibburns.com/cryptost/maur324.jpg; http://www.dodo.blog.br/wp-
content/uploads/2006/06/stamp_Mauitius_1992.jpg ; 
https://i.pinimg.com/474x/60/4d/1b/604d1b381b22993812accd7eae92b2eb--stamp-collecting-mauritius.jpg ;    
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/b9/01/ef/b901ef84f794498c138ea079e6060356.jpg ;  https://s-
media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/564x/7d/8f/c7/7d8fc78d20b53feea880d27640fedc0b.jpg;   
http://www.pibburns.com/cryptost/maur844.jpg;  http://www.postzegelblog.nl/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2014/08/dodo-2.jpg; https://i.colnect.net/f/760/737/Dodo-Raphus-cucullatus.jpg ;  
https://i.colnect.net/f/760/738/Dodo-Raphus-cucullatus.jpg;   
https://i.ebayimg.com/images/g/dykAAOSwJa1Zt8GX/s-l1600.jpg  

http://www.pibburns.com/cryptost/maur324.jpg
http://www.dodo.blog.br/wp-content/uploads/2006/06/stamp_Mauitius_1992.jpg
http://www.dodo.blog.br/wp-content/uploads/2006/06/stamp_Mauitius_1992.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/474x/60/4d/1b/604d1b381b22993812accd7eae92b2eb--stamp-collecting-mauritius.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/b9/01/ef/b901ef84f794498c138ea079e6060356.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/564x/7d/8f/c7/7d8fc78d20b53feea880d27640fedc0b.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/564x/7d/8f/c7/7d8fc78d20b53feea880d27640fedc0b.jpg
http://www.pibburns.com/cryptost/maur844.jpg
http://www.postzegelblog.nl/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/dodo-2.jpg
http://www.postzegelblog.nl/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/dodo-2.jpg
https://i.colnect.net/f/760/737/Dodo-Raphus-cucullatus.jpg
https://i.colnect.net/f/760/738/Dodo-Raphus-cucullatus.jpg
https://i.ebayimg.com/images/g/dykAAOSwJa1Zt8GX/s-l1600.jpg
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Figure 20: Examples of the dodo on postage stamps outside Mauritius41 

   

Figure 21: Mauritius on a postage stamp of the Netherlands42. 

 

Conclusion 

The 50th anniversary of Mauritian Independence will probably add another wave of re-
interpretations of its history to the various (and conflicting) repertoires that we have described 
in this chapter, just like the 400th anniversary of the Dutch landing (see figure 22) has done 
some twenty years ago. One thing that is clear, though, is that a lot more can be discovered in 
the hidden treasures of the various archives that can shed additional and maybe even new light 
on the Dutch-Mauritian heritage. With the available technology of today and with Mauritius one 
of the richest countries in Africa, and the Netherlands one of the richest in the world, it must be 
possible to invest more in making the existing archival heritage available online, and in ways 
that many more people could use it than the few specialists who have done that before.  

Figure 22: 400th anniversary of Dutch landing on Mauritius on a Mauritian festive postal sheet43 

                                                           
41 https://www.pibburns.com/cryptost/cuba1914.jpg;  
https://i.pinimg.com/736x/28/69/7e/28697e4be4e372d1a81ad63416ecb340--mozambique-postal.jpg ; 
https://i.pinimg.com/736x/02/3b/04/023b041d832e3c7049504176e8189c34--wild-turkey-book-jacket.jpg  
42 https://i.pinimg.com/736x/f6/7d/6a/f67d6a88dc0a06470c391ebaba0a4eab--mauritius-netherlands.jpg : “A 
stamp-on-stamp - a Netherlands 1995 80c showing the Blue Mauritius”.  
43 https://i.ebayimg.com/images/g/f30AAOSwk1haCLv0/s-l1600.jpg  

https://www.pibburns.com/cryptost/cuba1914.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/736x/28/69/7e/28697e4be4e372d1a81ad63416ecb340--mozambique-postal.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/736x/02/3b/04/023b041d832e3c7049504176e8189c34--wild-turkey-book-jacket.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/736x/f6/7d/6a/f67d6a88dc0a06470c391ebaba0a4eab--mauritius-netherlands.jpg
https://i.ebayimg.com/images/g/f30AAOSwk1haCLv0/s-l1600.jpg


25 
 

 

 

Bibliography 

Addison, John, and Kissoonsingh Hazareesingh, 1989, A new history of Mauritius. Macmillan, 1989; revised edition 
1993 Rose Hill, Mauritius.  

Akveld, L.M. and J.P. Houterman (eds), 1971. De reis naar Oost-Indië van het V.O.C schip ’T Wapen van Amsterdam’ 
in de jaren 1614 en 1615, naar het op rijn gestelde journaal van Johan Both Volkertsz van Utrecht.  

Alpers Edward A., 2003, Flight to Freedom: Escape from Slavery among Bonded Africans in the Indian Ocean world, 
c.1750–1962, Slavery & Abolition, 24/2: 51-68.  

Barendse, R., 1995, Slaving on the Malagasy Coast 1640-1700. In: Evers, S. and M. Spindler (eds.), Cultures of 
Madagascar: ebb and flow of influences /Civilisations de Madagascar: flux et reflux des influences. Leiden: 
International Institute of Asian Studies: 137-155. 

Barker, Anthony J., 1996, Slavery and Anti-slavery in Mauritius, 1810-33: The Conflict Between Economic Expansion 
and Humanitarian Reform Under British Rule. Springer.  

Barnes, Robert, 2000, New Light on a 400 year old mystery being an investigation of the shipwreck reported by Van 
Warwijck at Mauritius in September 1598. In: Evers, Sandra J.T. and Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing (eds), Globalisation and 



26 
 

the South-West Indian Ocean. Réduit: University of Mauritius, and Leiden: International Institute of Asian Studies: 
41-50. 

Barnwell, P.J., 1948, Visits and despatches: Mauritius 1598-1948. Journal of the Dolphijn.  

Barnwell, Patrick Joseph, and Auguste Toussaint, 1949, A short history of Mauritius. London: Longmans, Green and 
Company for the Government of Mauritius. 

Barnwell, P.J., 1956, Early place names of Mauritius. Revue Rétrospective de l’Ile Maurice: 5.  

Bernardin de Saint-Pierre, 1826, Voyage à l’Ile de France. Paris: Dupont.  

Boëseken, A.E. (red),1957, Resoluties van die Politieke Raad 1651-1669. Cape Town: Cape Times. 

Boëseken, A.E. (red), 1959, Resoluties van die Politieke Raad 1679-1689. Cape Town: Cape Times. 

Boëseken, A.E. (red), 1962, Resoluties van die Politieke Raad 1707-1715. Cape Town: Cape Times. 

Boëseken, A.E. (red.), 1973, Dagregister en briewe van Zacharias Wagenaer, 1662-1666. Pretoria (334 pp).  

Bonaparte, Prince Roland, 1890, Le premier établissement des Néerlandais a Maurice. Paris: Imprimé pour l’Auteur. 

Bontekoe, Van Hoorn, 1650, Journael ofte gedenkwaerdige beschrijvinge van de OstIndische Reyse van Willem 
IJsbrantsz Bontekoe van Hoorn. Begrijpende veel wonderlijcke ende gevaerlijcke saeccken hem daer in wedervaren. 
Begonnen den 18. December 1618 en voleynd den 16 November 1625. Amsterdam: Hartgers.  

Bory de Saint-Vincent, 1804, Voyages dans les quatres principales îles d’Afrique. Paris: Buisson.  

Bostoen, K, et al., 1996, Bontekoe. De schipper, het journaal, de scheepsjongens. Zutphen: De Walburg Pers.  

Bruijn, J.R., F.S. Gaastra and I Schöffer (eds.), 1979-1987, Dutch-Asiatic Shipping in the 17th and 18th Centuries, I, II 
and III. The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff. 

Chan Low, L.J., 1990, La genèse de la colonization néerlandaise à l’Ile Maurice 1598-1638. Mémoire de DREA-
INALCO. Paris.  

Chan Low, L.J., 1992, T’Eylandt Mauritius: la précolonisation: 1598-1638. Journal of Mauritian Studies, 4/1: 36-66.   

Chan Low, Jocelyn, 2000, L’ importance de l’occupation néerlandaise dans l’histoire de l’Ile Maurice. In: Evers, 
Sandra J.T. and Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing (eds), Globalisation and the South-West Indian Ocean. Réduit: University of 
Mauritius, and Leiden: International Institute of Asian Studies: 57-66.  

Chan Low, J. (Joselyn), 2001, La VOC, T’Eylandt Mauritius et Rodrigues avec Le voyage de Wolfert Harmensz vers 
Îles Rodrigues et Maurice 1601. National Library, Port Louis, 118 pp. 

Chan Low, J. et al, 2002, L’esclavage et ses séquelles: mémoire et vécu d’hier et d’aujourd’hui. Mauritius, Réduit: 
University of Mauritius Press.  

Chan Low, Laval Jocelyn, 2004, Les enjeux actuels des débats sur la mémoire et la réparation pour l'esclavage à l'île 
Maurice. Cahiers d'études africaines 2004/1 , n° 173-174: 401-418.  



27 
 

Chan Low, Jocelyn, 2012, Esclavage et résistance au T’Eylandt Mauritius. Journal of Mauritian Studies New Series 
6/1: 25-36.  

Cauche, F., 1651, Relation du voyage que François Cauche de Rouen a fait à Madagascar, Isles  adjacentes et coste 
d’Afrique, etc.. Paris: Augustin Courbé.  

Cheke, A.S., 1987, An ecological history of the Mascarane Islands, with particular reference to extinctions and 
introductions of land vertebrates. In; Diamond A.W. (ed.), Studies of Mascarene Island Birds. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.  

Cheke, Anthony and Julian Hume, 2008, The lost land of the dodo. An ecological history of Mauritius, Réunion and 
Rodrigues. London: T & A.D. Poyser; also: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2010. 

Chelin, Antoine, 1989,  Maurice: une île et son passé. Sainte Clotilde/Réunion: Bibliothèque indianocéanienne, 
Centre de recherche indianocéanique. 

Chijs, J. A. van der (ed.), 1891-1893, Dagh-register gehouden in ’t Casteel Batavia vant passeerende daer ter plaetse 
als over geheel Nederlandsch India, 1663, 1664. Den Haag: Martinus Nijhoff/Batavia: Landsdrukkerij.  

Colenbrander, H.T., (ed.), 1898-1902 Dagh-register gehouden int Casteel Batavia vant passeerende daer ter plaetse 
als over geheel Nederlandsch India, 1663, 1664. Den Haag: Martinus Nijhoff. 

Coolhaas, W. Ph. (ed), 1962, Pieter van den Broecke in Azië. Werken van de Linschoten Vereeniging LXIII, Vol. 1. 
Den Haag: Martinus Nijhoff.  

Dalgard, S., 1956, Danish enterprise and Mauritius ebony 1621-1624. Scandinavian economic history review: 3-16.  

De Hully, J., 1903, Dagh-register gehouden int Casteel Batavia vant passeerende daer ter plaetse als over geheel 
Nederlandsch India, 1647-1648. Den Haag: Martinus Nijhoff. 

De Nettancourt G. (Gabrielle), 1979, Le peuplement néerlandais de l’île Maurice. Actes du Congrès de l’AHIOI sur le 
mouvement des idées dans l’océan Indien (1972); “Mouvements de Populations dans L’Océan Indien”: 219-232. 

Evertsz, V., 1670. De beschryving der reizen van Volkert Evertsz. naar Oostindien. Daar in het geen, dat hem in zijn 
reis bejegent is, vertoont word: zijn erbarmelijke schipbreuk op het schip Arnhem, zijn landing aan ’t eilant 
Mauricius; zijn ellendige staat op dit eilant, en voorts zijn weerkeering naar Indien, tot aan zijn weerkomst in ’t 
vaderlant etc. Amsterdam: Jan Riewertsz en Pieter Arentsz.  

Evers, Sandra J.T. and Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing (eds), 2000, Globalisation and the South-West Indian Ocean. Réduit: 
University of Mauritius, and Leiden: International Institute of Asian Studies.  

Floore, Pieter M., and Ranjith M. Jayasena, 2010,  In want of everything? Archaeological perceptions of a Dutch 
outstation on Mauritius (1638–1710). Post-medieval archaeology 44/2: 320-340. 

Grant, Charles, 1801, The history of Mauritius, or the Isle of France, and the neighbouring islands from their first 
discovery to the present time, etc. London. 

Harmsen, Antonius, 2012, The image of the VOC and Mauritius in the Netherlands of the 17th century and the 
language used in VOC documents. Journal of Mauritian Studies New Series 6/1: 61-68. 



28 
 

Heeringa K., 1895, De Nederlanders op Mauritius en Madagascar. De Indische Gids: 1064-1095 (French translation 
RSAS: 1005-1036).  

Hoffmann, J.C., 1931 (orig. 1680), Reise nach dem Kaplande, nach Mauritius und nach Java 1671-1676. Den Haag: 
Martinus Nijhoff.  

Hoogewerff, G.J. (ed.), 1952, Journalen van de gedenckwaerdige reijsen van Willen Ijsbrantsz, Bontekoe 1618-1625. 
Werken van de Linschoten Vereeniging LIV. Den Haag: Martinus Nijhoff.  

Hookoomsingh, Vinesh, 2000, (Re)constructing identities: Creole and Ancestral connections. In: Evers, Sandra J.T. 
and Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing (eds), Globalisation and the South-West Indian Ocean. Réduit: University of Mauritius, 
and Leiden: International Institute of Asian Studies: 149-170. 

Hume, Julian Pender, David M. Martill, and Christopher Dewdney, 2004,  Palaeobiology: Dutch diaries and the 
demise of the dodo. Nature 429 (6992). 

Hume, Julian P. , 2006, The history of the Dodo Raphus cucullatus and the penguin of Mauritius. Historical Biology 
18/2: 69-93. 

Hume, Julian Pender, 2012, The journal of the flagship Gelderland – dodo and other birds on Mauritius 1601,  
Archives of Natural History, 30/1: 13-27. 

Ingrams, W.H., 1931, A school history of Mauritius. London. 

Keuning, J. (ed.), 1938-1951, De Tweede Schipvaart der Nederlanders naar Oost-Indië onder Jacob Cornelisz. Van 
Neck en Wybrant Warwijck 1598-1600. Journalen, documenten en andere bescheiden. Vols. I-V. Werken van de 
Linschoten Vereeniging XLII, XLIV, XLVIII en L. Den Haag: Martinus Nijhoff.  

Kouwenhoven, A., 1991, De Nederlandse kolonie op Mauritius in de 17e eeuw. Wrede meesters verdreven door 
hun slaven. Spiegel Historiael 26: 281-285. 

Kouwenhoven, A., 1998, VOC-fort op Mauritius ontdekt. Ploeteren in het paradijs. Scarabee, Archeologisch 
Magazine 34: 9-12. 

Leguat de la Fougère, F., 1721,  Voyage et avantures de François Leguat et de ses compagnions en deux isles 
désertes des Indes Orientales. 2 Vols. London: David Mortier.  

Leguat, François, et  Jean-Michel Racault, 1984, Aventures aux Mascareignes: voyage et aventures de François 
Leguat et de ses compagnons en deux îles désertes des Indes orientales 1707:(texte intégral). Paris: Ed. La 
Découverte. 

Leibbrandt H.C.V., 1885-1906, Précis of the Archives of Cape Colony. 17 Volumes. Cape Town: Richards. 

Lélio, Michel, 1932, Les ruines du Vieux Grand Port. Transaction of the Royal Society of Arts and Sciences.  

Leupe, P.A., 1854, De vestiging der Hollanders op Mauritius in 1638, & Iets naders over het eiland Mauritius. In: 
Swart, Jacob (ed.), Verhandelingen en berigten betrekkelijk het zeewezen en de zeevaartkunde. Amsterdam: Hulst 
van Keulen: 265-281 & 393-396.  

Lougnon, A, (Albert) 1956, L’île Bourbon pendant la Régence. Paris: Larose. 



29 
 

Macmillan, Allister (ed.), 1914, Mauritius illustrated: historica land descriptive, commercial & industrial facts, 
figures and resources. London: W.H. & L. Collinridge. 

Matelieff, C, 1648, Journael ende historische Verhael van de treffelijcke Reyse gedaen naer Oostindien door den 
Admiral Cornelis de Jonge in 1605-1608. Amsterdam: Joost Hartgers.  

Milbert, Jacques-Gérard, 1812, Voyage pittoresque à l'île de France, au Cap de Bonne espérance et à l'île de 
Ténériffe. Vol. 2. Nepveu. 

Moree, P.J. (Perry), 1998, A concise history of Dutch Mauritius, 1598-1710. A fruitful and healthy island. LKondon 
and New York: Kegan Paul International in association with the International Institute for Asian Studies Leiden and 
Amsterdam.  

Moree, Perry, 2000, Discovering the undiscovered country: Dutch Mauritius 1598-1710. In: Evers, Sandra J.T. and 
Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing (eds), Globalisation and the South-West Indian Ocean. Réduit: University of Mauritius, and 
Leiden: International Institute of Asian Studies: 3-6. 

Moree, Perry J., 2001, Dodo's en galjoenen : de reis van het schip Gelderland naar Oost-Indië, 1601-1603. Zutphen: 
Walburg Pers.  

Moree, Perry J., 2012a, Dutch Mauritius 1638-1710: Two dies of the story. Keynote address. Journal of Mauritian 
Studies New Series 6/1: 1-11. 

Moree, Perry J., 2012b, Dodos and galleons: publication of the Journal of the Dutch East Indian Ship Gelderland, 
1601-1603. Journal of Mauritian Studies New Series 6/1: 71-81. 

Norder, Sietze, Kenneth Rijsdijk, Ton Dietz & Soonil Rughooputh, 2012, Ruimtegebrek en suikerriet. Geografie, Febr. 
2012: 25-27 ( based on MSc Thesis of Sietze Noorda at the University of Amsterdam: Identifying socio-economic 
and bio-physical criteria for the development of sustainable land use strategies: a case study of changing land use 
undersugarcane on Mauritius Island. See www.science.uva.nl/onderwijs/thesis/centraal/files/f2038668827.pdf). 

Oliver, P. (ed.) The voyage of François Leguat of Bresse to Rodriguez, Mauritius, Java and the Cape of Good Hope. 
Vols I and II. Works issued by the Hakluyt Society LXXXII and LXXXIII. London.  

Panyandee, S. (Sitradeven), 2002, The Dutch Odyssey – Encounter with Mauritius. Moka: Mahatma Gandhi Institute 
Press. 

Panyandee, Sitradeven, 2012, The Dutch East India Company and Mauritius. Journal of Mauritian Studies New 
Series 6/1: 13-23. 

Peerthum, Satteeanund, 1998,  Fear and Phobia of Slave Rebellion in T'Eylandt Mauritius, paper presented at the 
Colloque international 'L'esclavage et ses séquelles: Mémoire et vécu d'hier et d’aujourd’hui’, Port-Louis, Mauritius, 
5-8 Oct. 1998; published in: Chan Low J., 2002, L’esclavage et ses séquelles: Mémoire et vécu d'hier et 
d’aujourd’hui. Réduit, Mauritius: University of Mauritius.  

Peerthum, Satteeanund, and Satyendra Peerthum, 2012, Shattering the shackles of forced servitude; slavery, 
maroonage and freedom fighting in Mauritius during VOC administration, c. 1638-1710. Mauritian Studies New 
Series 6/1: 43-58. 



30 
 

Peerthum, Satyendra, 2000, Slavery and the slaves in Mauritius and in the Cape Colony, 1639-1839. Post graduate 
seminary paper presented at the Archaeology Department of the University of Cape Town, May 2000.  

Pitot, A., 1905, T ‘Eylandt Mauritius. Esquisses Historiques  1598-1710. Port Louis: Coignet Frères et Cie.  

Pridham, Charles, 1849, An historical, political and statistical account of Mauritius and its dependencies. London: T. 
and W. Boone.  

Quammen, David, 1997,  The song of the dodo: island biogeography in an age of extinctions.. New York: 
Touchstone (also: Random House 2012).  

Raben R. (ed.), 1992, The Archives of the Dutch East India Company 1602-1795. The Hague: National Archive. 

Republic of Mauritius 2013, National Day Celebrations 2013. Port Louis: Ministry of Arts and Culture. 
http://culture.govmu.org/English//DOCUMENTS/PAMPHLET%20STRIPPED.PDF   

Roberts, David L., and Andrew R. Solow, 2003, . Flightless birds: when did the dodo become extinct?. Nature 426 
(6964): 245.  

Ross, Robert, 2000, The Dutch as Globalizers in the Western Basin of the Indian Ocean? In: Evers, Sandra J.T. and 
Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing (eds), Globalisation and the South-West Indian Ocean. Réduit: University of Mauritius, and 
Leiden: International Institute of Asian Studies: 7-15. 

Scarr, Deryck, 1998, Slaving and slavery in the Indian Ocean. London: Macmillan Ltd. 

Selvon, Sydney and and Lindsay Rivière, 1991, Historical dictionary of Mauritius. London: The Scarecrow Press 
(second edition). 

Selvon, Sydney, 2005, A comprehensive history of Mauritius: From the beginning to 2001. Mauritius: Mauritius 
Printing Specialists . 

Sharp, A., 1968, The voyages of Abel Janszoon Tasman. Oxford: The Clarendon Press.  

Sleigh, D., 1993, Die Buitenposte VOC  - VOC Buitenposte onder Kaapse bestuur 1652-1795, Pretoria: Haum.  

Sleigh, Daniel, 2000, The economy of Mauritius during the second Dutch occupation (1664-1710). In: Evers, Sandra 
J.T. and Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing (eds), Globalisation and the South-West Indian Ocean. Réduit: University of 
Mauritius, and Leiden: International Institute of Asian Studies: 51-56. 

Stapel, F.W., 1930, Hubert Hugo (een zeerover in dienst van de Oostindische Compagnie). Bijdragen tot de taal-, 
land- en volkenkunde van Nederlandsch Indië: 615-635.  

Staub, France, 2000, New hypothesis on the Dodo’s true morphology from an ecological consideration of its 
available diet. In: Evers, Sandra J.T. and Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing (eds), Globalisation and the South-West Indian 
Ocean. Réduit: University of Mauritius, and Leiden: International Institute of Asian Studies: 67-75. 

Stokram, A, 1942, Korte Beschyvinghe van de ongeluckige reyse van het schip Aernhem, edited by A.J. Schneiders. 
Den Haag: Servire. 

Stokram, A, 1993, Korte Beschyvinghe van de ongeluckige weer-om reys van het schip Aernhem, edited by V. 
Roeper and L. Schaling. Amsterdam: Terra Incognita (4th edition).  

http://culture.govmu.org/English/DOCUMENTS/PAMPHLET%20STRIPPED.PDF


31 
 

Tavernier, 1713, Histoire de la conduit des Hollandais en Asie. Tome V.  

Teelock, Vijaya, 1998, T’Eylandt Mauritius: a history of the Dutch in Mauritius. Mauritius.  

Toorawa, Shawkat, 2000, Imagined territories: pre-Dutch history of the South-West Indian Ocean. In: Evers, Sandra 
J.T. and Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing (eds), Globalisation and the South-West Indian Ocean. Réduit: University of 
Mauritius, and Leiden: International Institute of Asian Studies: 31-39. 

Toussaint, A.(Auguste) and H. Adolphe, 1956, Bibliography of Mauritius (1502-1954), covering the printed record, 
manuscripts, archivalia and cartographic material. Port Louis: Esclapon.  

Toussaint, A., 1971, A little known quarter of the Indian Ocean. American Nepturne Salemn XXI: 104-109. 

Toussaint, Auguste, 1972,  Histoire des îles Mascareignes. Vol. 9. Paris: Berger-Levrault. 

Toussant, A., 1974, Histoire de l’île Maurice. Paris.: PUF. 

Toussaint, Auguste. History of Mauritius. Macmillan, 1977. 

Turvey, Samuel T., and Anthony S. Cheke, 2008,  Dead as a dodo: the fortuitous rise to fame of an extinction icon. 
Historical Biology 20/2: 149-163. 

Valentyn, François, 1726, Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indien. 5e deel, 2e stuk, Kaap der Goede Hoope. Amsterdam.  

Van den Heuvel, Laetitia, Dodo’s virtual reality. In: Evers, Sandra J.T. and Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing (eds), 
Globalisation and the South-West Indian Ocean. Réduit: University of Mauritius, and Leiden: International Institute 
of Asian Studies: 77-89.  

Van der Velde, Paul, Jacob Haafner in Mauritius: 1786-1787. Houses and morals on rollers. In: Evers, Sandra J.T. and 
Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing (eds), Globalisation and the South-West Indian Ocean. Réduit: University of Mauritius, and 
Leiden: International Institute of Asian Studies: 117-127.  

Van Hoof, T, 1994, Het scheepsjournaal van de Gelderland. In: Van Wissen, Dodo: 44-59. 

Van Wissen, B. (ed.), 1994, Dodo. Raphus cucullatus [Didus ineptus]. Amsterdam: Universiteit van Amsterdam: 
ISP/Zoölogisch Museum. 

Vaughan, Megan, 2005, Creating the Creole Island: slavery in eighteenth-century Mauritius. Duke University Press. 

Vérin, Pierre, 1993, Maurice avant l’Ile de France. Paris.  

Vink, M. (Markus), 2003, “The World’s Oldest Trade”: Dutch Slavery and Slave Trade in the Indian Ocean in the 
Seventeenth century. Journal of World History 14/2: 131-177.  

Vink, Markus P.M., 2007, Freedom and slavery: the Dutch Republic, the VOC World, and the debate over the 
'World's Oldest Trade': feature. South African Historical Journal 59/ 1: 19-46. 

Ward, Kerry, 2009, Networks of empire: forced migration in the Dutch East India Company. Cambridge University 
Press. 



32 
 

Warnsinck, J.C.M. (ed.), 1943, De reis om de wereld van Joris van Spilbergen 1614-1617. Werken van de Linschoten 
Vereeniging XLVII. Den Haag: Martinus Nijhoff.  

Worden, Nigel, 1992, Diverging histories: Slavery at the Cape and Mauritius. South African Historical Journal, 27: 3-
25.  

Worden, Nigel, 2000, VOC Cape Town: A Dutch-Asian City in Africa. In: Evers, Sandra J.T. and Vinesh Y. 
Hookoomsing (eds), Globalisation and the South-West Indian Ocean. Réduit: University of Mauritius, and Leiden: 
International Institute of Asian Studies: 17-30. 

Wijnaendts van Resandt, W., 1944, De gezaghebbers der Oost-Indische Compagnie op hare buitencomptoiren in 
Azië. Amsterdam: Liebaert.  

  



33 
 

ASC Working Papers 
 
 

ASC Working Papers are only online available on the ASC website:  
www.ascleiden.nl > Publications > ASC Series > ASC Working papers  
or: http://www.ascleiden.nl/?q=content/asc-working-papers  
 
 
Vol. 1 Laurens van der Laan Modern inland transport and the European trading 
 1980 firms in colonial West Africa 
 
Vol. 2 Klaas de Jonge Relations paysans, pêcheurs, capitalisme, état. 
 1980 Une étude d'une lutte de classe en Casamance 
  (Sud Sénégal) 
  out of print 
 
Vol. 3 Gerti Hesseling Etat et langue en Afrique. Esquisse d'une étude 
 1981 juridique comparative 
 
Vol. 4 Els van Rouveroy van Conciliation et la qualité des relations sociales 
 Nieuwaal-Baerends & chez les Anufïm du Nord Togo en Afrique de l'Ouest 
 Emile van Rouveroy  out of print 
 van Nieuwaal  
 1981  
 
Vol. 5 Piet Konings Peasantry and state in Ghana. The example of the Vea 
 1981 Irrigation Project in the Upper Region of Ghana 
  out of print 
 
Vol. 6 C.A. Muntjewerff The producers' price system and the coffee and  
 1982 cocoa trade at village level in West Africa  
 
Vol. 7 C.A. Muntjewerff Produce marketing cooperatives in West Africa  
 1982  
 
Vol. 8 Emile van Rouveroy  La Parcelle du Gendre comploteur. Manières  
 van Nieuwaal &  coutumières et modernes d'acquérir des droits  
 Els van Rouveroy van  sur la terre, à N'zara (Nord Togo) 
 Nieuwaal-Baerends  
 1982 
 
Vol. 9 B. Merx Zonder bloed geen vliegen 
 1985 out of print 
 
Vol. 10 Laurens van der Laan Cameroon's main marketing board: History and scope 
 1987 of the ONCPB 
 
Vol. 11 Laurens van der Laan Cocoa and coffee buying in Cameroon: The role of the 

1988 marketing board in the South-West and North-West  
 Provinces, 1978-1987 

 
Vol. 12 Cyprian F. Fisiy Palm tree justice in the Bertoua Court of Appeal: 
  1990 The witchcraft cases 

http://www.ascleiden.nl/
http://www.ascleiden.nl/?q=content/asc-working-papers


34 
 

Vol. 13 Laurens van der Laan African marketing boards under structural adjustment: 
  & Wim van Haaren The experience of Sub-Saharan Africa during the 1980s 
 
Vol. 14 Rob Buijtenhuijs The revolutionary potential of African peasantries: 
 1991 Some tentative remarks 
 
Vol. 15 Deborah F. Bryceson Rural household transport in Africa: Reducing the burden 
 & John Howe on women? 
 1993  
 
Vol. 16 Deborah F. Bryceson Easing rural women's working day in Sub-Saharan Africa 
 1993  
 
Vol. 17 Rob Buijtenhuijs & Demokratisering in Afrika ten zuiden van de Sahara  
 Elly Rijnierse (1989-1992). Deel 1: Een bekommentarieerd overzicht 

1993 van de literatuur. Deel 2: Onderzoekscapaciteiten in  
  Afrika en in het Westen.  

   out of print 
 
Vol. 18 Nina Tellegen Rural employment in Sub-Saharan Africa. A bibliography. 
 1993  
 
Vol. 19 Deborah F. Bryceson De-Agrarianization and rural employment generation 
 1993 in Sub-Saharan Africa: Process and prospects.  
 
Vol. 20 Deborah F. Bryceson De-agrarianization in Africa. 
 & Corina van der Laan Proceedings of the "De-agrarianization and Rural 

1994 Employment" workshop held at the Afrika-Studiecentrum,  
  Leiden, May 1994 

 
Vol. 21 Deborah F. Bryceson Lightening the load: Women's labour and appropriate 
 & M. McCall rural techology in Sub-Saharan Africa 
 1994  
 
Vol. 22 Tjalling Dijkstra Food trade and urbanization in Sub-Saharan Africa: From 
 1995 the early Stone Age to the structural adjustment era  
 
Vol. 23 Patricia Paravano Working for the future: Elite women's strategies in  
 1997  Brazzaville 
 
Vol. 24 R.J.A. Berkvens Backing two horses: Interaction of agricultural and 
 1997  non-agricultural household activities in a Zimbabwean  

   communal area 
 
Vol. 25 M. Demeke Rural non-farm activities in impoverished agricultural  
 1997  communities: The case of North Shoa, Ethiopia  
 
Vol. 26 C.G. Mung'ong'o Coming full circle: Agriculture, non-farm activities and the  
 1998  resurgence of out-migration in Njombe District, Tanzania 
 
Vol. 27 Ndalahwa F. Madulu Changing lifestyles in farming societies of Sukumaland:  
 1998  Kwimba District, Tanzania 
 
Vol. 28 George Jambiya The dynamics of population, land scarcity, agriculture and  
 1998  non-agricultural activities: West Usambara Mountains,  
    Lushoto District, Tanzania 



35 
 

Vol. 29 Davis Mwamfupe Changing village land, labour and livelihoods: Rungwe  
 1998  and Kyela Districts, Tanzania 
 
Vol. 30 Dick Foeken & Alice Farming in the City of Nairobi 
 M. Mwangi  
 1998   
Vol. 31 Wijnand Klaver & Food consumption and nutrition in the Kenya Coast 
 Robert K.N. Mwadime  
 1998  
 
Vol. 32 C. Manona De-agrarianisation and the urbanisation of a rural  
 1999  economy: Agrarian patterns in Melani village in the  
    Eastern Cape 
 
Vol. 33 P. McAllister Agriculture an co-operative labour in Shixini, Transkei,  
 1999  South Africa 
 
Vol. 34 L. Bank & L. Qambata No visible means of subsistence: Rural livelihoods, 
 1999  gender and social change in Mooiplaas, Eastern Cape,  
    1950-1998 
 
Vol. 35 Deborah F. Bryceson African rural labour, income diversification and livelihood  
 1999  approaches: A long-term development perspective 
 
Vol. 36 Elly Rijnierse The politics of survival. Towards a global, long-term  
 1999  and reflexive interpretation of the African contemporary  
    experience 
 
Vol. 37 Barth Chukwuezi De-agrarianisation and rural employment in Igboland,  
 1999  South-eastern Nigeria 
 
Vol. 38 Mohammed-Bello Yunusa Not farms alone: A study of rural livelihoods in the 
 1999  Middle Belt of Nigeria 
 
Vol. 39 Mohammed A. Iliya Income diversification in the semi-arid zone of Nigeria:  
 1999  A study of Gigane, Sokoto, North-west Nigeria 
 
Vol. 40 Kate Meagher If the drumming changes, the dance also changes:  

 1999  De-agrarianisation and rural non-farm employment in  
    the Nigerian Savanna 

 
Vol. 41 Jon Abbink The total Somali clan genealogy: A preliminary sketch 
 1999   
 
Vol. 42 Abdul R. Mustapha Cocoa farming and income diversification in South- 
 1999  western Nigeria 
 
Vol. 43 Deborah F. Bryceson Sub-Saharan Africa betwixt and between. Rural livelihood  
 1999  practices and policies 
 
Vol. 44 A. van Vuuren Female-headed households: Their survival strategies in  
 2000  Tanzania 
 
Vol. 45 Dick Foeken &  Urban farmers in Nakuru, Kenya 
 Samuel O. Owuor  
 2000   



36 
 

Vol. 46  Poul Ove Pedersen Busy work or real business: Revaluing the role of  
  2001  non-agricultural activities in African rural development 
 
Vol. 47 Tjalling Dijkstra Export diversification in Uganda: Developments in  
 2001  non-traditional agricultural exports 
 
Vol. 48 Boureima Alpha Gado Variations climatiques, insecurité alimentaire et stratégies  
 2001  paysannes 
 
Vol. 49 Rijk van Dijk Localising anxieties: Ghanaian and Malawian immigrants,  
 2002  rising xenophobia, and social capital in Botswana 
 
Vol. 50 Dick Foeken, Samuel O. Crop cultivation in Nakuru town, Kenya: 
 Owuor & Wijnand Klaver Practice and potential 
 2002   
 
Vol. 51 Samuel O. Owuor Rural livelihood sources for urban households A study of  
 2003  Nakuru town, Kenya 
 
Vol. 52 Jan Abbink A Bibliography on Christianity in Ethiopia 
 2003   
 
Vol. 53 Henk Meilink Structural Adjustment Programmes on the African  
 2003  continent. The theoretical foundations of IMF/World Bank  
    reform policies 
 
Vol. 54 Chibuike C. Uche & Oil and the Politics of Revenue Allocation in Nigeria 
 Ogbonnaya C. Uche  
 2004  
 
Vol. 55 Jan Abbink Reconstructing Southern Sudan in the post-war era:  
 2004  Challenges and prospects of 'Quick Impact Programmes’ 
 
Vol. 56 Samuel M. Kariuki Creating the black commercial farmers in South Africa 
 2004   
 
Vol. 57 Marcel M.E.M. Rutten Partnerships in community-based ecotourism projects:  
 2004  Experiences from the Maasai region, Kenya 
 
Vol. 58 Samuel M. Kariuki Failing to learn from failed programmes? South Africa’s  
 2004  Communal Land Rights Act (CLRA 2004) 
 
Vol. 59 Samuel M. Kariuki Can negotiated land reforms deliver? A case of Kenya’s, 
 2004  South Africa’s and Zimbabwe’s land reform policy  
    Debates 
 
Vol. 60 Jan-Bart Gewald Learning to wage and win wars in Africa: A provisional  
 2005 history of German military activity in Congo, Tanzania,  
  China and Namibia 
 
Vol. 61 Jan-Bart Gewald The impact of motor-vehicles in Africa in the twentieth  
 2005 century: Towards a socio-historical case study 
 
Vol. 62 John Sender, Christopher Unequal prospects: Disparities in the quantity and quality  
 Cramer & Carlos Oya of labour supply in sub-Saharan Africa 
 2005   



37 
 

 
Vol. 63 Jan-Bart Gewald Colonial warfare: Hehe and World War One, the wars  
 2005  besides Maji Maji in south-western Tanzania 
 
Vol. 64 Abel Ezeoha &  South Africa, NEPAD and the African Renaissance 
 Chibuike Uche 
 2005 
 
Vol. 65 Dick Foeken Urban agriculture in East Africa as a tool for poverty  
 2005  reduction: A legal and policy dilemma? 
 
Vol. 66 Marcel Rutten Shallow wells: A sustainable and inexpensive alternative  

2005 to boreholes in Kenya 
Vol. 67 Judith van de Looy Africa and China: A strategic partnership? 
 2006 
 
Vol. 68 Tabona Shoko “My bones shall rise again”: War veterans, spirits and  
 2006 land reform in Zimbabwe 
 
Vol. 69 Lwazi Siyabonga Lushaba Development as modernity, modernity as development 
 2006 
 
Vol. 70 John Sender & Carlos Oya Divorced, separated and widowed female workers in 

2006 rural Mozambique 
 
Vol. 71 Wale Adebanwi Necrophilia and elite politics: The case of Nigeria 
 2007 
 
Vol. 72 Sabelo J. Ndlovu-Gatsheni Tracking the historical roots of post-apartheid   2007
 citizenship problems: The native club,  restless    natives, panicking settlers 
and the politics of nativism in   South Africa 
 
Vol. 73 Sabelo J. Ndlovu-Gatsheni Giving Africa voice within global governance: Oral  
 2007 history, human rights and the United Nations (UN)   
 Human Rights Council 
 
Vol. 74 Jan-Bart Gewald Transport transforming society: Towards a history of  

2007 transport in Zambia, 1890-1930 
 
Vol. 75 Jan-Bart Gewald Researching and writing in the twilight of an imagined 
 2007 anthropology in Northern Rhodesia 1930-1960 
 
Vol. 76 Dick Foeken, Samuel O. School farming and school feeding in Nakuru town, 
 Owuor & Alice M. Mwangi Kenya 
 2007 
 
Vol. 77 Jan-Bart Gewald Spanish influenza in Africa: Some comments regarding  
 2007  source material and future research 
 
Vol. 78 Zekeria Ould Ahmed Salem Le partenariat Union Européenne – Afrique dans  
 2008    l’impasse ? Le cas des accords de pêche 
 
Vol. 79 Jeremiah O. Arowosegbe Decolonising the social sciences in the global South: 

2008 Claude Ake and the praxis of knowledge production in 
 Africa 

 



38 
 

Vol. 80 Abigail Barr, Marleen Who shares risk with whom under different enforcement 
 Dekker & Marcel  mechanisms? 
 Fafchamps 
 2008, updated in 2010 
 
Vol. 81  Basile Ndjio Cameroonian feyman and Nigerian ‘419’ scammers: 
 2008      Two examples of Africa’s ‘reinvention’ of the global 
  Capitalism 
 
Vol. 82 Khalil Alio Conflict, mobility and language: the case of migrant  
 2008 Hadjaraye of Guéra to neighboring regions of Chari- 
  Baguirmi and Salamat (Chad) 
 
Vol. 83 Samuel O. Owuor & Water Reforms and Interventions in Urban Kenya:  
 Dick Foeken International set-up, emerging impact and challenges 
 2009 
Vol. 84 Jan Abbink The Total Somali Clan Genealogy (second edition) 
 2009 
 
Vol. 85 Etanislas Ngodi Mouvement Nsilulu: Rupture ou continuité historique 2009
 des messianismes congolais (1998 – 2003) 
 
Vol. 86 Fatimata Diallo Espace public et technologies numériques en Afrique:  
 2009 Emergence, dynamique et gouvernance du cyberspace 
  sénégalais 
 
Vol. 87 Abigail Barr, Marleen Bridging the gender divide: An experimental analysis of 
 Dekker & Marcel  group formation in African villages 
 Fafchamps 
 2009, updated in 2010 
 
Vol. 88 Michiel Stapper Tax regimes in emerging Africa: Can corporate tax rates 
 2010 boost FDI in sub-Sahara Africa? 
 
Vol. 89 David U. Enweremadu La société civile et la lutte contre la corruption au  
 2010 Nigeria : Le cas des ONG anti-corruption  
 
Vol. 90 Abigail Barr, Marleen The formation of community based organizations in  
 Dekker & Marcel  sub-Saharan Africa : An analysis of a quasi-experiment 
 Fafchamps 
 2010 
 
Vol. 91 Obiamaka Egbo, Ifeoma Legitimizing corruption in government: Security votes 
 Nwakoby, Josaphat  in Nigeria 
 Onwumere & Chibuike Uche 
 2010 
 
Vol. 92 Wijnand Klaver Underweight or stunting as an indicator of the MDG on 
 2010 poverty and hunger 
 
Vol. 93 Marleen Dekker & Bill Coping with Zimbabwe’s economic crisis: Small-scale 
 Kinsey farmers and livelihoods under stress 
 2011 
 
Vol. 94 Saïbou Issa La SNV au Cameroun: 1963-2005 
 2011 



39 
 

Vol. 95 Marja Hinfelaar A history of SNV from a Zambian perspective 
2011 1965-2005 

 
Vol. 96 Kiky van Oostrum e.a. New mobilities and insecurities in Fulbe nomadic 

2011 societies: a multi-country study in west-central 
Africa (Niger-Nigeria) 

 
Vol. 97 Kiky van Oostrum e.a. Mobilités nouvelles et insécurités dans les sociétés 
 2011 nomades Fulbé (peules) : études de plusieurs pays en 
 Afrique centrale de l’Ouest (Niger-Nigeria) 
 
Vol. 98 Gary Baines A virtual community ? SADF veterans’ digital memories  

2012 and dissenting discourses 
 
Vol. 99 Inge Brinkman & Mirjam  The Nile Connection. Effects and meaning of the mobile 
 de Bruijn, with Hisham phone in a (post-)war economy in Karima, Khartoum and 
 Bilal & Peter Taban Wani Juba, Sudan 
 2012 
 
Vol. 100 Solani Ngobeni Scholarly publishing: The challenges facing the African 
 2012 university press 
 
Vol. 101 Daan Beekers & From patronage to neopatrimonialism. Postcolonial  
 Bas van Gool governance in Sub-Sahara Africa and beyond 
 2012 
 
Vol. 102 Adalbertus Kamanzi Can we construct differently from an experience of the 
 2012 degrading environment as function of the discourse of 
  modernity? The answer is yes! 
 
Vol. 103 Adalbertus Kamanzi Enriching ethnographic studies with anchoring vignette 
 2012 methodology 
 
Vol. 104 Adalbertus Kamanzi “They needed an ethnographer: That is why they missed  
 2012 it!” Exploring the value of bananas among the Haya 
  people of Bukoba, Northwestern Tanzania 
 
Vol. 105 Paul Rabé & Adalbertus Power analysis: A study of participation at the local 
 Kamanzi level in Tanzania 
 2012 
 
Vol. 106 Raphael O. Babatunde Assessing the effect of off-farm income diversification on 

 2012  agricultural production in rural Nigeria 
 
Vol. 107 Samuel O. Owuor & Water interventions for the urban poor: The case of  

 Dick Foeken Homa Bay, Kenya 
 2012 

 
Vol. 108 Gesesse Dessie Is khat a social ill? Ethical argument about a stimulant 

2013 among the learned Ethiopians 
 
Vol. 109 Sofiane Bouhdiba Will Sub-Saharan Africa follow North Africa?  
 2013 Backgrounds and preconditions of popular revolt in the 
  Light of the ‘Arab spring’ 
 
 



40 
 

Vol. 110 Zelalem Debebe et al. Coping with shocks in rural Ethiopia 
 2013 
 
Vol. 111 Marleen Dekker Promoting gender equality and female empowerment: 
 2013 a systematic review of the evidence on property rights, 
  labour markets, political participation and violence  
  against women 
 
Vol. 112 Dick Foeken, Howard  Urban water interventions and livelihoods in low-income 
 Ching Chung, Terry N. neighbourhoods in Kisumu, Kenya 

Mutune & Samuel Owuor 
2013 
 

Vol. 113 Nwanneka Modebe,  The (ab)use of import duty waivers in Nigeria 
 Okoro Okoro, Chinwe 
 Okoyeuzu & Chibuike 

Uche  
2014 

 
Vol. 114 Samuel Aniegye Ntewusu The road to development: The construction and use  
 2014 of ‘the Great North Road’ in Gold Coast Ghana 
 
 
Vol. 115 Merel van ‘t Wout &  Navigating through times of scarcity: The intensification 
 Marleen Dekker of a gift-giving economy after Dollarization in rural  

2014 Zimbabwe 
 
Vol. 116 Ton Dietz A postal history of the First World War in Africa and its  
 2015 aftermath. German colonies. I German Togo 
 
Vol. 117 Ton Dietz A postal history of the First World War in Africa and its 
 2015 aftermath. German colonies. II Kamerun 
 
Vol. 118 Ton Dietz A postal history of the First World War in Africa and its 
 2015 aftermath. German colonies. III Deutsch-Südwestafrika 
  (SWA) 
 
Vol. 119 Ton Dietz A postal history of the First World War in Africa and its 
 2015 aftermath. German colonies. IV Deutsch-Ostafrika/  
  German East Africa (GEA) 
 
Vol. 120 Victor U. Onyebueke Globalisation, football and emerging urban ‘tribes’: 
 2015 Fans of the European leagues in a Nigerian city 
 
Vol. 121 Samuel Aniegye Ntewusu The impact and legacies of German colonialism in Kete   
 2015 Krachi, North-Eastern Ghana 
 
Vol. 122 Agnieszka Kazimierczuk Historical overview of development policies and  
 2015  institutions in the Netherlands, in the context of private sector 

development and (productive) employment creation 
 
Vol. 123 Marion Eeckhout From billions to trillions: Is the Financing for Development 
 2015 Agenda universal and inclusive? 
 
 
 



41 
 

Vol. 124 Howard Stein & Samantha Land grabbing and formalization in Africa: A critical  
 Cunningham inquiry 
 2015 
 
Vol. 125 Ton Dietz A postal history of the First World War in Africa and its 

2015 aftermath. German colonies/postal areas. V Morocco 
 
Vol. 126 Anika Altaf Defining, targeting and reaching the very poor.  

2016 Bangladesh field report (co-published with the International Institute 
for Asian Studies, Leiden) 

 
Vol. 127 Anika Altaf Defining, targeting and reaching the very poor. Benin  

2016 field report. 
 
Vol. 128 Anika Altaf Defining, targeting and reaching the very poor. Jeldu  

2016 (Ethiopia) field report. 
 
Vol. 129 Anika Altaf Defining, targeting and reaching the very poor. Addis  
 2016 Abeba field report. 
 
Vol. 130 Anika Altaf Defining, targeting and reaching the very poor.  
 2016 Synthesis report Bangladesh, Benin and Ethiopia. 
 
Vol. 131 Akinyinka Akinyoade & Dangote Cement: An African success story? 
 Chibuike Uche 
 2016 
 
Vol. 132 Samuel Aniegye Ntewusu Between two worlds: A biography of Honourable chief  
 2016 Nana Obimpe of Ghana 
 
Vol. 133 Samuel Aniegye Ntewusu Gyama Bugibugy (German gunpowder): A history of  
 2016 German presence in Nawuriland 
 
Vol. 134 Stephanie Cawood Towards an itinerary of ideas. Intertextual mapping in the 
 2016 rhetoric of Nelson Mandela 
 
Vol. 135 Ton Dietz Sustainable city initiatives in Africa and comparison with  
 2016 the OURSUS approach 
 
Vol. 136 Rob van Tulder & Ton  Een pleidooi voor duurzame diplomatie 
 Dietz 
 2017 
 
Vol. 137 Djimet Seli Les barrières à la demande de service de vaccination  
 2017 chez les populations nomades de Danamadji, Tchad 
 
Vol. 138 ‘Rantimi Jays Julius- The Nigeria-Biafra war, popular culture and agitation for 
 Adeoye sovereignty of a Biafran nation 
 2017 
 
Vol. 139 Hans Schoenmakers The story of Kintu and his sons. Naming, ethnic identity 

2017 formation and power in the precolonial Great Lakes  
 Region of East Africa 
 

 
 



42 
 

Vol.140 Paul Kamau, Bethuel  Assessment of Productive Employment Policies in  
 Kinyanjui, Akinyinka  Kenya 
 Akinyoade & Catherine  
 Mukoko 
 2018 
 
Vol. 141 Ton Dietz Destination Africa. The Dynamics 1990-2015 
 2018 
 
Vol. 142 Agnieszka Kazimierczuk, Never a Rose without a Prick: (Dutch) multinational  
 Paul Kamau, Bethuel Ki- companies and productive employment in the Kenyan 
 nuthia, Catherine Mukoko flower sector 
 2018 
 
Vol. 143 Samuel Nana Abokyi The interface of modern partisan politics and community  
 2018 conflicts in Africa; the case of Northern Ghana conflicts 
 
Vol. 144 Ton Dietz Mauritius and the Netherlands: Current linkages and the  
 2018 heritage of connections 
 
 


