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7.6.2.4 Using techniques for knowledge explication 

The repertory-grid technique of sorting cards with mentee teachers' names proved 
a viable way of getting mentor teachers to talk about differences in their mentee 
teachers' learning. The technique helped to elicit concrete notions of how mentees 
were different, how this had manifested itself in their teaching and in their 
relationship with the mentor, and what mentors had been able to do, to adapt to 
and work with these differences. Even with a smaller number of card sorts, this 
may still engage mentor talk close to the lived practice of mentoring and narrative 
ways of knowing mentoring practice (Shulman, 2002). An alternative would be 
to let mentors do a 'full card sort', in which a complete set of cards is grouped into 
piles. It has been suggested that such sorting activities may engage mentor 
teachers' thinking at the more implicit and non-rational level of holistic images, 
rather than at an analytical level (Korthagen, 1993). Such an activity could 
provide an experiential starting point for collaborative learning in a group of 
mentor teachers or teacher educators, for instance between new/aspiring mentors 
and more experienced mentors. This may help to develop a more shared discourse 
of practice (Feiman-Nemser, 2012) that is also attentive to the issue of adaptive 
response to individual differences in novice teachers' learning. 
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