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D. Garlaschelli, Complexity 2018 3615476 (2018).

[5] Ultrametricity increases the predictability of cultural dynamics, A. I. Băbeanu,
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the “Mircea cel Bătrân” National College (high school), with a specialization in
computer science and mathematics. I continued my education at Jacobs Univer-
sity Bremen (Germany), where I was awarded a Bachelor’s of Science in physics,
in June 2011. I moved to the Netherlands in September 2011, after being awarded
a Huygens scholarship, which fully covered the tuition and living expenses for my
Master’s education in particle physics at Utrecht University. In September 2013
I started my Ph.D. education at Leiden University, funded by a Leiden/Huygens
fellowship in physics, in the group of Dr. Diego Garlaschelli. The research con-
ducted there is described in this thesis. Parts of this research have been presented
at several scientific conferences and workshops, in Finland, Italy, Germany and
The Netherlands. In parallel with my research, I attended several specialized
schools in The Netherlands and France, while also serving as a teaching assistant
for the “Molecular Physics for Life Science and Technology” course and as an or-
ganizer of the “Leiden Complex Networks Network” (LCN2) initiative. Starting
with September 2018, I am working as a software/web developer at DongIT in
Leiden.

169



170



Acknowledgments

First of all, I am very grateful to my supervisor, Diego Garlaschelli, for his guid-
ance, support and patience during years of challenging research. In addition to
the insightful scientific collaborations and discussions, interacting with him taught
me how to maintain a balance between rigor, creativity and accessibility in my
work. The lessons I have learned from him will have a profound effect on my
career, regardless of my future choices.

My research greatly benefited from the involvement of Arjen Aerts, Leandros
Talman and Jorinde van de Vis, whose projects I had the pleasure to supervise.
It also benefited from several rounds of thoughtful comments of Maroussia Favre,
as well as from exciting interactions with Marco Verweij and Michael Thompson,
about fundamental aspects of social science. In addition, I acknowledge con-
structive discussion with Assaf Almog, Ulf Dieckmann, Andreas Flache, Santo
Fortunato, Elena Garuccio, Valerio Gemmetto, Gerard ’t Hooft, Michael Mäs,
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