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convinced many oil workers to accept and even support the state and its 
policies, including the rolling back of their achievements. Thirdly, the war 
prevented the fissure that had developed between religious oil workers and the 
state official from developing into serious conflicts. Fourthly, the war created a 
situation in which the mobilisation of oil workers that had started during the 
revolution could continue in a different form and direction. Oil workers 
volunteered for the front, made financial and material donations, heeded the 
managements’ call to raise the productivity and joined paramilitary groups 
(basij). As a result, the new state could consolidate its power by presenting the 
war as the continuation of the revolution, not only ideologically but also 
socially, which, of course, held an appeal to the oil workers who had joined the 
revolution. The revolution and the war thus mobilised and entrenched 
nationalist consciousness among oil workers, and changed the composition of 
the workforce through purges, demotions and promotions, and dislocation. As 
such, the war opened a new chapter in the history of the oil workers, which I 
hope to research in a future follow-up study.
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