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The	  cover	  photograph	  is	  taken	  from	  the	  book	  Syukur	  Tiada	  Akhir,	  Jejak	  Langkah	  
Jakob	   Oetama	  [Endless	   gratitude,	   Footsteps	   of	   Jakob	   Oetama],	   written	  
by	  Kompas	  senior	   journalist	   St.	   Sularto	   (2011).	  	  The	   photo	   appeared	   on	   page	  
622	   of	   the	   book,	   with	   the	   following	   caption:	  “[Jakob	   Oetama]	   receiving	  the	  
Bintang	   Mahaputera	   Utama	   (Star	   of	   the	   Great	   Son)	  from	   the	   Indonesian	  
government.	   The	   Star	   was	   awarded	   by	   President	   Suharto	   at	   the	   presidential	  
palace	  on	  May	  21,	  1973.”	  
  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

  

  

  

	  

	  

	  



iii	  	  
	  

Between	  Fear	  and	  Power:	  Kompas,	  Indonesia’s	  Most	  
Influential	  Daily	  Newspaper,	  1965-‐2015	  

	  

	  

PROEFSCHRIFT	  

	  

ter	  verkrijging	  van	  

de	  graad	  van	  Doctor	  aan	  de	  Universiteit	  Leiden	  

op	  gezag	  van	  Rector	  Magnificus	  prof.	  mr.	  C.J.J.M.	  Stolker	  

volgens	  besluit	  van	  het	  College	  voor	  Promoties	  

te	  verdedigen	  op	  donderdag	  17	  januari	  2019	  

klokke	  16.15	  

	  

door	  

	  

Wijayanto	  

	  

geboren	  te	  Demak	  (Indonesië)	  

in	  1983	  

	   	  



iv	  	  
	  

	  

Promotor:	   Prof.	  dr.	  D.E.F.	  Henley	  (Universiteit	  Leiden)	  	  

Copromotor:	   Dr.	  W.	  Berenschot	  (Koninklijk	  Instituut	  voor	  Taal-‐,	  Land	  –en	  
Volkenkunde)	  

	  

Promotiecommissie	  :	   	  

Prof.	  dr.	  A.W.	  Bedner	  (Universiteit	  Leiden)	  

Dr.	  D.	  Dhakidae	  (Lembaga	  Penelitian	  Pendidikan	  dan	  
Penerangan	  Ekonomi	  dan	  Sosial)	  

Prof.	  dr.	  T.	  Hanitzsch	  (Ludwig-‐Maximilians-‐Universität	  München)	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Dr.	  R.	  Saptari	  (Universiteit	  Leiden)	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Prof.	  dr.	  H.	  Schulte	  Nordholt	  (Universiteit	  Leiden)	  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  



v	  	  
	  	  

	  
Acknowledgements	  
	  

  

	  

I	  would	  like	  to	  express	  my	  gratitude	  to	  my	  supervisors:	  Professor	  David	  Henley	  
and	   Dr.	  Ward	   Berenschot,	   for	   their	   instrumental	   role	   in	   guiding	  me	   at	   every	  
stage	  of	  my	   research	  project.	   In	   addition	   to	  my	   two	   supervisors,	   I	  would	  also	  
like	  to	  express	  my	  gratitude	  to,	  of	  course,	  my	  journalist	  friends	  at	  Kompas.	  I	  feel	  
grateful	   to	   Pak	   Jakob	   Oetama,	   founder	   and	   owner	   of	   this	   newspaper,	   for	  
granting	   me	   the	   permission	   to	   conduct	   research	   into	   the	   largest	   daily	  
newspaper	   in	   Indonesia.	   Thanks	   also	   goes	   to	  Mas	   St.	   Sularto,	   who	   was	   the	  
Deputy	  General	   Leader	  of	  Kompas	  when	   I	   started	  working	   there.	   I	  would	  also	  
like	   to	   thank	  Mas	   Rikard	   Bagun,	  Mas	   Budiman	   Tanuredjo,	   as	   well	   as	   other	  
senior	  editors	  of	  the	  paper	  such	  as,	  among	  others:	  Mas	  James,	  Mas	  Trias,	  Mbak	  
Ninuk,	  Mas	  Tra,	  Mbak	   Retno,	  Mbak	   Irene,	  Mas	  Rusdi,	  Mas	  Natsir,	  Mas	   Bakir,	  
Mbak	  Poppy	  who	  have	  all	  humbly	  and	  warmly	  been	  my	  discussion	  companions.	  

I	  have	  to	  mention	  some	  people	  who	  particularly	  engaged	  with	  me	  who	  are	  the	  
journalists	  working	   in	   the	   political	   desk.	   To	  mention	   some	  of	   them,	   they	   are:	  
Mas	  Sutta	  Dharmasaputra,	  who	  has	  always	  accepted	  me	  like	  an	  old	  friend,	  Mas	  
Inu,	  Mbak	   Ed,	  Mas	   Nowo,	  Mas	   Iam,	  Mas	   Iwan	   Ong	   –who	   became	   my	   first	  
contact,	  Mas	  Bill	  –who	  brought	  me	  along	  with	  him	  into	  the	  field,	  Mas	  Subkhan,	  
Mbak	   Anita,	  Mas	  Haryo	   and	  Mas	  Osa.	   In	   addition	   to	   the	   active	   journalists	   at	  
Kompas,	  I	  also	  conducted	  interviews	  with	  those	  who	  had	  retired.	  Thanks	  to	  Pak	  
Swantara,	  Romo	  Sindhu,	  Mas	  Wisudho	  and	  Mas	  Wendho.	  	  

This	   research	   could	   not	   have	   been	   realized	  without	   financial	   assistance	   from	  
the	  DIKTI	   -‐	   Leiden	   scholarship	  program,	  which	   is	   a	   collaboration	  between	   the	  
Indonesian	  Higher	  Education	  Department	  (DIKTI)	  and	  Leiden	  University.	  To	  both	  
of	  these	  institutions	  I	  would	  like	  to	  express	  my	  extreme	  gratitude.	  I	  would	  like	  



vi	  	  
	  

to	   also	   thank	   Eric	   Beerkens	  who	   is	   the	   chairman	  of	   the	   cooperation	   program	  
DIKTI	   –	   Leiden	   at	   Leiden	   University.	   At	   the	   Leiden	   Institute	   for	   Area	   Studies	  
(LIAS),	  the	  department	  to	  which	  I	  belong,	  I	  want	  to	  thank	  Ine,	  and	  her	  successor,	  
Pia,	  as	   financial	  managers.	  Of	  course,	   I	  would	  also	   like	  to	  thank	  Margreet,	   the	  
coordinator	   of	   the	   DIKTI-‐Leiden	   program,	   who	   has	   acted	   as	   the	   "mother"	   of	  
DIKTI	   students,	   and	   without	   whom	   I	   would	   have	   had	   difficulty	   finishing	   this	  
study.	  

Over	   the	   course	   of	   five	   years	   of	   studying,	   I	   have	   learned	   about	   the	   true	  
meaning	   of	   friendship	   from	  my	   friends	   in	   Leiden.	   I	   feel	   very	   grateful	   to	   have	  
warm	   and	   sincere	   friends	  who	   have	   been	  my	   partners	   in	   discussions,	  writing	  
and	  developing	  as	  a	  scholar:	  Mark	  –	  who	  visited	  me	  many	  times	  in	  Maastricht,	  
Mbak	  Fifi	  -‐	  my	  roommate,	  Mas	  Hari	  –my	  friend	  in	  the	  marathon	  writing,	  Julia,	  
Nazar,	  Arfian,	  Syahril,	  Mas	  Koko,	  Arum,	  Renzi,	  Kay,	  Mbak	   Isma,	  Mas	  Ade,	  Mas	  
Fauzi,	  Mas	  Farabi,	  Kang	  Asep,	  Cak	  Fahrizal,	  Grace,	  Kang	  Taufiq,	  Santy,	  Kang	  Kur,	  
Kang	  Asep,	  Mas	  Rio,	  Mas	  Doel,	  Mas	  Tio,	  Kang	  Zamzam	  and	  many	  others.	  And	  I	  
would	   like	   to	   express	   my	   gratitude	   to	   my	   landlady,	   Mbak	   Djum	   and	   her	  
husband	  Mas	  Marten,	  who	  provided	  a	  cozy	  and	  welcoming	  environment	  when	  I	  
felt	  lonely	  in	  the	  quiet	  of	  Leiden.	  	  

I	  was	  lucky	  to	  be	  involved	  in	  the	  Citizenship	  reading	  chapter	  held	  every	  month	  
by	  the	  KITLV.	  During	  these	  sessions	  I	  got	  the	  opportunity	  to	  get	  comments	  and	  
feedbacks	  on	  my	  writing	  and	  every	  single	  chapter	  draft	  that	  I	  wrote.	  Therefore,	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  express	  my	  gratitude	  to	  the	  members	  of	  this	  reading	  group:	  my	  
supervisor	   Ward	   Berenschot,	   Henk	   Schulte	   Nordholte,	   Gerry	   van	   Klinken,	  
Adriaan	  Bedner,	  Retna,	  Zamzam,	  Prio,	  Vita,	  Shartak,	  Willem,	  Chris	  and	  others.	  	  

Thanks	  to	  Oma	  Anneke	  and	  Opa	  Hary,	  our	  neighbours	  who	  acted	  like	  parents	  as	  
I	  lived	  in	  Maastricht,	  and	  who	  kindly	  took	  care	  of	  our	  daughter,	  Astrid,	  when	  my	  
wife	  and	   I	  were	  both	  consumed	  by	  our	  PhD	  studies.	  Thank	  you	  to	  Opa	  Meda,	  
Anita,	  Esther,	  Yetje,	  Dan,	  Nick,	  Ruwen	  and	  BB.	  	  

Finally,	   thanks	   goes	   to	   my	   family	   who	   have	   provided	   me	   with	   unconditional	  
love	   and	   unending	   prayers.	   Thank	   you	   to	   both	   of	  my	   parents:	  Pake	   Djumi'an	  



vii	  	  
	  

and	  Make	  Kasmonah,	  whom	  I	  dearly	  love	  and	  respect.	  Thanks	  to	  my	  parents	  in	  
law:	  Papah	  Soedarsono	  and	  Momi	  Menik	  Suhartini.	  Thanks	  to	  my	  brothers	  and	  
sisters:	   Eko	  Sunarno,	   Sri	  Kundarsih,	   Sudarmonato,	  Pipin	  and	  Ega.	  And	   last	  but	  
not	  least,	  thanks	  to	  my	  beloved	  wife:	  Esther	  Agustin,	  and	  my	  children:	  Miracle	  
Tiara	  Al	  Banna	  and	  Astrid	  Larasati	  Wijayanto.	  They	  have	  been	  the	  spirit	  of	  my	  
entire	  academic	  journey.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  	  

	     



viii	  	  
	  

	  

	   Table	  of	  Contents	  

	  
Acknowledgements	  .............................................................................................	  v	  
Chapter	  1	   Introduction	  .....................................................................................	  1	  
1.1	   Journalism	  in	  post-‐authoritarian	  countries:	  political	  economy	  approach	  ...	  7	  
1.2	   Journalism	  in	  post-‐authoritarian	  countries:	  cultural	  approach	  .................	  12	  
1.3	   Previous	  studies	  on	  Kompas	  daily	  newspaper	  ...........................................	  19	  
1.4	   Habitus	  and	  the	  journalistic	  field:	  bridging	  the	  theoretical	  dichotomy	  .....	  22	  
1.5	   Argument	  of	  this	  book	  ...............................................................................	  26	  
1.6	   Research	  method	  ......................................................................................	  28	  

Research	  method	  1:	  	  on-‐site	  observation	  within	  the	  newsroom	  ..............	  28	  
Research	  method	  2:	  content	  analysis	  of	  the	  newspaper	  archives	  ............	  31	  
Research	  method	  3:	  in-‐depth	  interviews	  as	  oral	  history	  ..........................	  33	  

1.7	   Structure	  of	  the	  book	  ................................................................................	  35	  
	  

Part	  1	  The	  Kompas’	  way	  ...................................................................................	  39	  
Chapter	  2	   Kompas’	  history	  of	  dealing	  with	  fear	  .............................................	  40	  
2.1	   Kompas	  as	  a	  newspaper	  ............................................................................	  42	  

PK	  Ojong	  and	  the	  pre-‐history	  of	  Kompas	  ..................................................	  42	  
The	  birth	  of	  Kompas	  and	  the	  political	  turmoil	  of	  1965	  .............................	  49	  
The	  New	  Order	  and	  the	  second	  ban	  .........................................................	  56	  

2.2	   Kompas	  	  as	  an	  economic	  giant	  ..................................................................	  62	  
Business	  vision	  of	  PK	  Ojong	  .......................................................................	  62	  
Kompas	  and	  Its	  state-‐sponsored	  wealth	  ...................................................	  67	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Monitor	  weekly	  and	  Kompas’	  syndrome	  of	  “Islamophobia”	  ....................	  73	  
2.3	   Conclusion	  .................................................................................................	  75	  



ix	  	  
	  

Chapter	  3	   Jakob	  Oetama	  and	  the	  ‘Kompas	  Way’	  ...........................................	  79	  
3.1	   Some	  historical	  turning	  points	  ...................................................................	  83	  
3.2	   The	  habitus	  of	  Jakob	  ..................................................................................	  86	  
3.3	   The	  socialization	  of	  Jakob’s	  values	  ..........................................................	  100	  
3.4	   The	  daily	  news-‐making	  process	  ...............................................................	  100	  
3.5	   A	  portrait	  of	  the	  newsroom	  .....................................................................	  104	  
3.6	   Conclusion	  ...............................................................................................	  116	  

Part	  II	  	  Ideals	  and	  Pragmatism	  in	  Practice	  .....................................................	  119	  
Chapter	  4	   Rasa	  as	  the	  basis	  of	  Kompas	  self-‐censorship	  ...............................	  120	  
4.1	   What	  is	  rasa?	  ...........................................................................................	  124	  
4.2	   Rasa	  as	  a	  basis	  for	  resolving	  complaints	  ..................................................	  126	  
4.3	   Rasa	  as	  a	  guide	  to	  framing	  corruption	  stories	  .........................................	  128	  
4.4	   Rasa	  as	  a	  strategy	  to	  deal	  with	  Islamic	  hardliners	  ...................................	  133	  

Other	  attacks	  by	  Islamic	  groups	  on	  Kompas	  ...........................................	  139	  
4.5	   Rasa	  as	  the	  habitus	  of	  Kompas	  journalists	  ..............................................	  143	  
4.6	   The	  political	  economy	  of	  rasa	  ..................................................................	  145	  
4.7	   Conclusion	  ...............................................................................................	  151	  

Chapter	  5	   Polite	  watchdog:	  Kompas’	  coverage	  on	  corruption	  ....................	  154	  
5.1	   Conceptualizing	  watchdog	  journalism	  .....................................................	  159	  
5.2	   The	  coverage	  on	  corruption:	  a	  content	  analysis	  .....................................	  161	  

Criteria	  1:	  news	  sources	  ..........................................................................	  162	  
Criteria	  2:	  the	  themes	  .............................................................................	  162	  
Criteria	  3:	  the	  tone	  ..................................................................................	  164	  
The	  periods	  of	  analysis	  ............................................................................	  164	  
Units	  of	  analysis	  ......................................................................................	  164	  
Sampling	  units	  .........................................................................................	  165	  

5.3	   Coverage	  on	  corruption	  during	  the	  Old	  Order	  ........................................	  166	  
The	  selected	  years	  ...................................................................................	  166	  
The	  findings	  .............................................................................................	  167	  

5.4	   Coverage	  on	  corruption	  in	  the	  New	  Order	  ..............................................	  171	  



x	  	  
	  	  

The	  selected	  years	  ...................................................................................	  171	  
The	  findings	  .............................................................................................	  175	  

5.5	   Coverage	  on	  corruption	  in	  the	  reformation	  era	  ......................................	  178	  
The	  selected	  years	  ...................................................................................	  178	  
The	  findings	  .............................................................................................	  178	  

5.6	   The	  coverage	  across	  different	  political	  regimes	  ......................................	  181	  
5.7	   Some	  changes	  ..........................................................................................	  183	  
5.8	   Constructing	  news	  on	  Corruption	  ...........................................................	  186	  
5.9	   Some	  underlying	  forces	  ...........................................................................	  190	  
5.10	  Conclusion	  ...............................................................................................	  197	  

Chapter	  6	   The	  appearance	  of	  neutrality:	  Kompas’	  position	  in	  the	  Presidential	  
Election	  2014	  ...............................................................................	  201	  

6.1	   Neutrality	  as	  a	  contested	  theory	  in	  journalism	  .......................................	  206	  
6.2	   Neutrality	  as	  official	  policy	  ....................................................................	  208	  
6.3	   Individual	  positions	  of	  the	  journalists:	  mostly	  in	  favor	  of	  Jokowi-‐JK	  .......	  211	  
6.4	   Defining	  neutrality	  differently	  .................................................................	  219	  
6.5	   Kompas’	  actual	  coverage:	  equal	  in	  space,	  taking	  sides	  in	  tone	  ...............	  222	  
6.6	   Underlying	  factors	  behind	  Kompas’	  ambiguous	  position	  ........................	  230	  
6.7	   Conclusion	  ...............................................................................................	  236	  

Part	  III	  	  Kompas:	  The	  Minority	  with	  Power	  ...................................................	  238	  

Chapter	  7	   An	  influential	  minority	  .................................................................	  239	  

7.1	   The	  media	  of	  the	  Indonesian	  elite	  ...........................................................	  241	  
Kompas:	  profile	  of	  its	  readers	  .................................................................	  241	  

The	  most	  read	  newspaper	  among	  Indonesian	  power	  holders	  ................	  243	  

7.2	   The	  direct	  influence	  of	  Kompas	  on	  two	  Indonesian	  presidents	  ..............	  246	  
Pressurizing	  Suharto	  to	  resign	  .................................................................	  246	  
Convincing	  Yudhoyono	  to	  annul	  the	  law	  on	  local	  elections	  ....................	  253	  
The	  President’s	  Mind	  ..............................................................................	  273	  



xi	  	  
	  

7.3	   Explaining	  the	  critical	  stance	  of	  Kompas	  .................................................	  281	  
7.4	   Conclusion	  ...............................................................................................	  286	  

Chapter	  8	   Conclusion	  ...................................................................................	  288	  

8.1	   The	  development	  of	  the	  Kompas	  way	  during	  the	  authoritarian	  period	  ..	  289	  
8.2	   The	  preservation	  of	  the	  Kompas	  Way	  after	  Suharto	  ...............................	  292	  
8.3	   Jakob’s	  habitus,	  political	  economy	  factors	  and	  the	  Kompas	  Way	  ...........	  301	  
8.4	   The	  future	  of	  Kompas	  after	  Jakob	  Oetama	  .............................................	  304	  
8.5	   Kompas,	  journalism	  and	  the	  future	  of	  Indonesian	  democracy	  ...............	  307	  
Bibliography	  ....................................................................................................	  311	  
Appendices	  	  .....................................................................................................	  322	  
Summary	   	  .....................................................................................................	  360	  
Biography	   	  .....................................................................................................	  366	  
	  


