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transliterated following the BGN/PCGN romanisation system. Places and names are not always 
transliterated; I have decided to use the most common English terms (e.g. Tajikistan and Gorno 
Badakhshan instead of Tojikiston and Gorno Badakhshon).     

 

Agroprom  Agricultural department (of the 
district authorities) 

 
Amliak Form of land tenure in pre-Soviet 

times  
 
Bek Native noble, wealthy landlord (in pre-

Soviet Central Asia)  
 
Bey Native noble, wealthy landlord (in pre-

Soviet Central Asia) 
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Brigade  A production unit within the kolkhoz 

or sovkhoz; today the term is still used 
to refer to production units within 
large (cotton) producing farms 

 
Brigadier  Manager of a brigade  
 
Dastarkhon Table cloth 
 
Dehqon farm (in full: khojagi dehqoni)  Commercial farm established  
 on former kolkhoz/sovkhoz farmland 

after restructuring of the former 
Soviet farms. A dehqon farm can be a 
collective, private, or individual entity 

 
Gorno Badakhshan (Autonomous Oblast) (GBAO)  Autonomous region in (north)east 

Tajikistan 
 
Hukumat District/city authorities/administration  
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Iftar The (shared) meal eaten by Muslims 
after sunset during Ramadan 

 
Jaloliddini Balkhi  District in southwest Tajikistan (the 

Khatlon region); one of the case study 
sites (earlier called “Kolkhozobod” and 
“Jaloliddini Rumi”) 

 
Jamoat  Lowest-level administrative unit of the 

state (municipality) 
  
Kelin  Daughter-in-law 
 
Khatlon  Region in southwest Tajikistan 
 
Kolkhoz (kolkhozes, also kolkhozy)  Collective farm enterprise (in the 

Soviet Union) 
 
Kolkhozobod  Town in southwest Tajikistan (the 

Khatlon region); centre of the district 
of Jaloliddini Balkhi 

 
Konibodom District in northern Tajikistan (the 

Sughd region) 
 
Mahalla  Self-governed local institution; a 
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Mulk  Form of land tenure in pre-Soviet 
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526899-L-bw-Hofman526899-L-bw-Hofman526899-L-bw-Hofman526899-L-bw-Hofman
Processed on: 14-12-2018Processed on: 14-12-2018Processed on: 14-12-2018Processed on: 14-12-2018 PDF page: 17PDF page: 17PDF page: 17PDF page: 17

xvii 
 

Raions of Republican Subordination (RRS) Districts under direct central rule, 
surrounding the capital city 
(Dushanbe) 

 
Rais      Chief, director 
 
Raisi      Chief, director of ….  
 
Ramadan The ninth month of the Islamic 

calendar; Muslims observing Ramadan 
abstain from drinking and eating 
during the day that month 

 
Semechki Sunflower seeds  
 
Shahritus District in southwest Tajikistan (the 

Khatlon region) 
 
Sharia  Islamic canonical law 
 
Sovkhoz (sovkhozes, also sovkhozy)  State-owned farm enterprise (in the 

Soviet Union) 
 
Sughd   Region in northwest Tajikistan 
 
Tinji Peace, quietness  
 
Tovarnii kredit Commodity credit  
 
Vakhshstroi  The Vakhsh (river) Valley project 
 
Vanj District in northeast Tajikistan, in 

Gorno Badakhshan 
 
Wacf  Form of land tenure in pre-Soviet 
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Yanga  Sister-in-law 
 
Yovon  District in southwest Tajikistan (the 

Khatlon region); one of the case study 
sites 

 
Zamin      Land  
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