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CURRICULUM VITAE

Willem Egbert van der Muur was born in Utrecht, the Netherlands on February 16, 1987.
At the age of ten his family moved to Deventer where he completed secondary education
(gymnasium) in 2005. Following his graduation, he travelled the world for seven months,
four of which in Southeast Asia. This experience sparked his interest for the region,
creating a particularly strong affinity with Indonesia where parts of his roots lie. In 2006
he moved to Amsterdam to study Sociology (BSc) at the University of Amsterdam. He
graduated in 2009 with a thesis on the social functions of urban youth culture in Tanzania,
after conducting fieldwork in Dar Es Salaam. In 2010 he obtained a Masters degree (MSc)
in Contemporary Asian Studies, with a thesis on the relationship between the growing
Indonesian middle class and environmental activism. In 2010 he decided to continue his
studies in law. Following the completion of an LLM pre-master program, he was admitted
to the Masters (LLM) Public International Law at the University of Amsterdam in 2011.
While studying, he also worked as a trainee at the Netherlands Embassy in Bangkok,
Thailand. During this traineeship he completed his law thesis, which focused on the
ASEAN Economic Community 2015, an economic integration agreement between
Southeast Asian states. In April 2013 Willem joined the Van Vollenhoven Institute for Law,
Governance, and Society to work as a PhD researcher in the KITLV project ‘From Clients
to Citizens: emerging citizenship in democratizing Indonesia’. Besides his research, he
also convened an international conference on adat law, and worked as a coordinator in
the JSSP project, a development project aimed at strengthening the rule of law in
Indonesia. He has furthermore worked as a consultant for the World Bank in Jakarta,
providing expert advice on the bank’s safeguard-policies regarding community land
rights and rural livelihoods.
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