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Preface

The primary motive for writing a doctoral thesis arose from the
wish to investigate Real-Time Bidding (RTB) at the intersection of
technology and policy. I wanted to deepen my understanding of
what actually happens when an end-user visits websites contain-
ing advertisements that seem to follow you. Four milestones laid
the foundation for this thesis:

(1) my master’s thesis „Web Tracking Detection System: An ef-
fective strategy to reduce systematic monitoring and profil-
ing of user habits across websites" [Van Eijk, 2011b];

(2) I was interviewed for an article on RTB in the New York
Times „You for sale: Your attention, bought in an instant"
[N. Singer, 2012a; 2012b; 2012c];

(3) the article led to an item on RTB on the Dutch television
[Kamphuis, 2013a; 2013b], and

(4) the first official draft of the working paper „Web Tracking
and Privacy: Respect for context, transparency and control
remains essential" [IWGDPT, 2013; 2014], which led to the
joint resolution at the 35

th International Conference of Data
Protection and Privacy Commissioners [ICDPPC, 2013].

I conducted my research at (a) eLaw - Center for Law and Dig-
ital Technologies of the Institute for the Interdisciplinary Study of
the Law, Faculty of Law of Leiden University and (b) the Dual
PhD Centre, Faculty of Governance and Global Affairs of Leiden
University. What binds the doctoral candidates at the Dual PhD
Centre is that we combine a PhD with a job.

I hope you will find the thesis clear and interesting. I wish you
a pleasant reading experience.

The Hague, November 2018

Robbert J. van Eijk
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