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enough for giving me a wonderful opportunity to work in your lab in Regensburg.

For a couple of months you made me feel like I was a part of your group. I enjoyed

every minute of our discussions and experiments, as well as all the laughs at coffee

breaks. Working in your lab is an experience that I will never forget.

I had the good fortune to cross paths with Federica Galli and Marcel Hesselberth,

two people without whom I would not have gotten this far. Your vast knowledge

and expertise on pretty much every subject (scientific or otherwise), mixed with a

lot of humor and willingness to teach, made it an absolute pleasure to work with

you. Thank you for your guidance, for all the discussions, tutoring, crisis averting

(even on weekends) and for all the fun times we had. You made my research more

adventurous, you challenged me to do my best and every day you made me feel like

I was not far away from home.

I owe a big thank you to Elena Tartaglini for generously offering me her time and

expertise in the first weeks of my PhD. It would have been a real struggle without her

122



LIST OF PUBLICATIONS 123

help. Christian Pen, your amazing ideas, skills and experience accompanied by quick

thinking and readiness to help as efficiently as possible made my research much ea-

sier and much more pleasant. Without your expertise my results would not have

been half as good as they are now. To everyone in the fine mechanical department,

you met all my urgent requests (even on Friday afternoons) and you always brought

a good mood along with great ideas, thank you for that! Peter van Veldhuizen, Bert

Crama and the rest of the electronics department, thank you for all your efforts and

for always helping me out with a smile. Marije Boonstra, thank you for so many

well-organized events, conferences and workshops and for always finding a solution

when I would come with a problem. Wilfred van der Geest, you were always there to

help out with whatever needed fixing or solving, it was very helpful knowing that eve-

rything can easily be sorted out when you are around. Ellie van Rijsewijk, Charlotte

Laurense-Griffoen, Ruud Kuyvenhoven, Erik van de Kraan, Annette Bor and the rest

of the staff of Leiden University and NWO, I owe you all a big thank you for your pro-

fessionalism, efficiency and, all-in-all, for making my PhD much less stressful than it

would otherwise have been.

I would like to thank all my students Irene, Kim, Eric, Remko, Kirsten, Theo, Jur-

rien and David, I truly enjoyed working with you. You made me a better teacher and

I hope that, in return, I managed to spark your interest in science. Peter Gast, thank

you for all your help with my teaching-assistant duties, it was enjoyable working as

a TA with you. Kaveh Lahabi and Daniël Geelen, you already know everything. Just

keep swimming! Carlos, it was a pleasure having you as a post doc in our group. I

wish you and Mary a lot of luck with your future research and hope our paths will

cross again in the future. I would like to thank Sense Jan van der Molen and Jan

Aarts for all the interesting group discussions during the early stages of my PhD. I

also thank Eric Eliel for his feedback and for regularly bringing my attention to use-

ful workshops and scientific events.

My PhD days would have been bland if not for the wonderful people who were

always there to brighten the day: Hasan & Huseyin, Edwin, Sumit, Tobias, Victor,

Jaco, Jacob, Julian, Mike, Remco, Alexander, Daan, Anikitkat, Jaap, Jo, Vera, Chunhai,

Nikita, Stefano, Luigi, Lucia, Jelmer, Gesa, Arthur, Doo, Koen, Marc, Martin, Tom,

Amrita, Christian Glass, Christian Wagner, Anne France, Douwe, Timothy, Thomas,

Manohar, Chris Smiet, Flavio, Biswajit, Saptaswa, Kirsten, Oliver, Jimmy, Morten, B,

Pauline, Kier, Tjerk, Milan, Marcel Rost, Davide, Ignacio and many others. I will al-

ways treasure the days I spent with you in the lab, at conferences, courses and outside

of work.

I would also like to thank three persons who are very special to me, my elemen-
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