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Buddhism/Religion 

Acharya : teacher

Anagarika : celibate lay Buddhist

Asadha : Buddhist festival to commemorate the first 
delivery of the Dhamma by the Buddha.

Bhikkhu : Buddhist monk

Bhikkhuni : Buddhist nun

Bodh Gaya : a destination for Buddhist pilgrims which is 
believed to be the place where the Buddha 
attained enlightenment

Borobodur : ninth century Buddhist temple or monument in 
Java, Indonesia

Buddha-sasana : teaching of the Buddha

Chattha Sanghayana : the sixth Buddhist council 

Confucianism : one of the Chinese religions

Dayaka : a lay Buddhist who attends to the monks’ needs

Glossary
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Dhamma : the teaching of the Buddha 

Dhammaduta : a Buddhist missionary 

Guru : teacher 

Hana matsuri : flower festival in Japan 

Hwesio : a Mahayana Buddhist monk 

Id al adha : the day of sacrifice

Id al fitri : the concluding day of the Islamic fasting month

Imlek : Chinese new year festival

Isra mi’raj : Islamic festival of the ascension of the Prophet

Kamma/karma : a fundamental concept in the teaching of 
Buddhism

Kebaya : Javanese traditional attire for women which 
consists of a wrap around  skirt and a long-
sleeved blouse 

Mahapandita : a senior priest in the Buddhist community in 
Indonesia

Mahayana : literally means “Great Vehicle.” It is a branch of 
Buddhism which is prominent in North Asia. 

Nikko : a Mahayana Buddhist nun

Northern Buddhism : (See Mahayana)

Pali : language used in the Theravada Buddhist canon

Pancasila (Buddhism) : the five rules of Buddhist moral conduct

Pandita : a Buddhist priest

Patidana : a Buddhist ritual that denotes the transfer of 
merit to the deceased relative or family

Pradakshina : a clockwise circumambulation

Sam Kauw : the three religions of the Chinese, namely, 
Taoism, Confucianism and Buddhism

Samanera : a novice monk

Sangha : a community of Buddhist monks
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Sangharaja : Buddhist royal high priest

Sima : a consecrated area required for a full ordination 
of a monk to be valid

Southern Buddhism : (See Theravada)

Tantrayana : Buddhist sect developed since ninth century Java 

Tathagata : another term used to refer to the Buddha

Thatanabaing : a Burmese Buddhist patriarch

Theravada Buddhism : literally means “doctrine of the elders.” It is 
a branch of Buddhism that is practiced by 
Buddhistis in the South and Southeast Asian 
regions. 

Tisarana : Three refuges in Buddhism that consist of the 
Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha 

Tjengbeng : Tomb Sweeping Day

Tjiagwee Tjapgauw : Thi Kong ritual

Toapekong : a Chinese deity

Upajjaya : the preceptor for the ordained monk in 
Buddhism

Upasaka : Buddhist laymen

Upasakapandita : a male Buddhist priest

Upasampada : higher ordination/monk ordination

Upasika : Buddhist laywomen

Vesak : a main Buddhist festival to commemorate the life 
passages of the Buddha

Vihara : a Buddhist shrine

Indonesian/Malay

Agama : religion

Aliran kepercayaan : current belief

Bumiputera/pribumi : son of the the soil; native Indonesian
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Bupati : regents

Kebatinan : spirituality

Klenteng : Chinese shrine

Majapahit : 13th-16th century Hindu-Buddhist empire in 
Java

Njonja : title for a married woman, i.e. Mrs. 

Penghulu : village headmen

Peranakan : descendant

Studieklas : discussion forum

Tionghoa : the Chinese 

Totok : unacculturated Chinese

Ulama : a religious leader

Wayang : Javanese shadow puppet

Dutch

Hoofdbestuur : central administrators or the mainboard

Jaarverslagen : annual report

Lezing : lecture 

Societeit : private club house

Staat van beleg : a state of siege

Verslag : published records

Volkstelling : population census

Voorzitter : chairperson

Vreemde Oosterling : foreign oriental
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