Universiteit

4 Leiden
The Netherlands

Adding fuel to the conflict: How gas reserves complicate the Cyprus

question
Karakasis, V.P.

Citation
Karakasis, V. P. (2020, October 15). Adding fuel to the conflict: How gas reserves complicate
the Cyprus question. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/137884

Version: Publisher's Version
Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the

Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden
Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/137884

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/137884

Cover Page

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/137884 holds various files of this Leiden University
dissertation.

Author: Karakasis, V.P.
Title: Adding fuel to the conflict : how gas reserves complicate the Cyprus question
Issue Date: 2020-10-15


https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/137884
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

PhD may be a lonely business but without the contribution of some people, this research would
have never come into fruition. From Leiden University College, I would like to thank Maja and
Anar, whose insights were instrumental in the formulation of my theoretical framework. From
the Institute of Public Administration, I am thankful to my colleague, Elitsa, who shared her
valuable experience on Q-methodology with me. From the Dual PhD center, I am grateful to
Johan and Mark, who were tracking my semi-annual performance and supporting me when
things did not go according to my plans. I also thank Petra, Charlotte and Adriaan who have
also been supportive in the administrative procedures. I also feel grateful to Manon and Liselore
from the Graduate School for the administrative support they offered. I would like to thank my
two supervisors, Pr. Joris Voorhoeve and Pr. Bernard Steunenberg. Joris encouraged my initial
idea and enabled to communicate my work in several reports for Sen Foundation and during

the courses he was teaching. Bernard helped me establish a solid methodological framework

I feel more than lucky to have completed my field research in the beautiful island of Cyprus
before COVID-19 broke out. Had the pandemic occurred a couple of years ago, I would have
not been able to fly to Cyprus and meet so many people. Most of the research participants,
Greek-Cypriots or Turkish-Cypriots shared their valuable time and personal experiences with
me. I would like to thank Andreas and Maria who let me stay with them during the time of my
research. I am also grateful to the Cyprus Center of the Peace Research Institute of Oslo (PRIO)
and most particularly to my former Professor at Bilgi University and current Director of this
organization, Dr. Tzimitras. He helped me grasp a better understanding of what is happening

on the ground and facilitated my contact with most of my research participants.

I am thankful to all my friends and colleagues who showed their compassion to me by listening
to my complaints about the ups and downs of the PhD procedure: Giorgos, Pantelis, Orestis,
Giannis, Dimitris, Aris P., Kostas, Zenon, Aris K., Electra, Haris, Manthos, Kostis, Ioanna,
Manos, Antoaneta, Dimiter, Neli, Emily, Catalina, Honorata, Stephanie, Valerie, Arco, Geor,
Ilia, Paul, Leticia, Michaela, Rosa, Paul, Jeane and so many others. I would like to thank Nikos,
Alexandra, Anestis and Matina for helping me with the transcription of the interviews and
Aristarchos for giving me tips about the presentation of my findings. I am grateful to Spyros

who helped me with the translation of the Turkish transcripts.

I am thankful to my family who endured this difficult adventure with me. My father devoted
endless hours of reading and reviewing pieces of my manuscript, while offering his critical
insights whenever he deemed it necessary. My mother and brother, who has experienced

the challenges of a PhD, supported me when things were going downbhill.

307



Finally, I close this section with my wife and life partner, Kelly. She endured my endless
complaints and ups and downs during all these years. She has been offering her well-grounded
piece of advice when I was unable to think clearly. Her dynamism and calmness have been

a source of inspiration for me.

308





