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Appendix A - Interview Guide (Chapters 4 & 5)

Note: The interview guide below was translated from Dutch. Also, in practice, the 

interview guide taken to the actual interview was specified further depending on 

the particular characteristics of the respondent (i.e. organization, function). Still, 

the sequence of questions as described below was always the blueprint, as to ensure 

the basic areas of interest were covered. 

1.	 General Introduction: Explaining the goals of the research and what will be 

discussed (in general lines) during the interview. Procedures on anonymization 

and data protection (transcript/recording).   

2.	 Walkthrough of activities and setup of organizational unit. 

		  a. Role and relation of the unit to the broader organization. 

		  b. Specific tasks of respondent within the unit/organization.

3.	 Walkthrough international platforms with which the unit is involved 

		  a. Who typically participates on behalf of the unit?

		  b. International activities respondent. Involved in what ways? 

4.	 Specific regulatory standards/dossiers currently relevant: 

		  a. Specific dossiers with which respondents is involved 

		  b. Identify suitable examples to which to return 

5.	 Walkthrough of how international meetings are typically prepared: 

		  a. �Structure of preparation, determining positions, finding coalition part-

ners

		  b. Coordinating with other units 

		  c. Respondents own role + examples. 

6.	 Walkthrough of reporting on international meetings/activities: 

		  a. Reporting to supervisors? In what ways? 

		  b. Keeping a log? Communicating activities (to whom)? 

7.	 Coordination with other (national) agencies/ministries 

		  a. Ways of convening, contact. Speaking with one voice?

		  b. Examples good or bad. Own involvement? 
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8.	 International negotiations/decision-making: ways of influence?

		  a. Different policy instruments/strategies of influence 

		  b. Probing for examples/own experiences. 

9.	 Comparing different types of fora/platforms (European/Global) 

		  a. Nature of negotiations?  Different strategies required?

		  b. Probing for examples/own experiences. 

10.	Level of contact with foreign regulators/officials. Role of informal network?

		  a. Meeting the same people? Different per country?

		  b. Determining who is an appropriate partner?

		  c. Role of informal network/social dynamics.

11.	 Wrap-up and debriefing 

		  a. Additions? Returning to particular questions. 

		  b. Debriefing and next steps.
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Appendix B - Goodness of Fit Statistics (Chapter 3)  

Goodness of Fit checks whether the RSiena model sufficiently reproduces the 

characteristics of the observed network. Good fit is established by simulating auxil-

iary statistics and assessing whether the average values of these auxiliary are close 

enough to the values observed in the data. This fit is visualized below in which the 

goals is to have the observed values within the confidence bands of the simulated 

values. The tested auxiliary statistics are In-/Outdegree distributions and triad cen-

sus distribution. Note that higher p-values indicate better fit. For more information, 

see Schweinberger (2012).

FIGURE A1 GOF In-/Outdegree Distribution Analysis Period 1999-2008 
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FIGURE A2 GOF Triad Census Distribution Analysis Period 1999-2008

FIGURE A3 GOF In-/Outdegree Distribution Analysis Period 2008-2017 
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FIGURE A4 GOF Triad Census Distribution Analysis Period 2008-2017




