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Political parties take positions and make decisions on many policies 
that directly influence important parts of the lives of their voters. 
These policies include issues like raising the retirement age, lending 
money to large companies that face bankruptcy, or deploying soldiers 
to Afghanistan.

But do political parties take into account the policy preferences of 
the general public and their own voters when making such decisions? 
And to what extent do interest groups influence political parties’ 
positions and decisions on these policy issues? 

This dissertation studies these important questions across a 
range of wealthy, Northwestern European democracies with strong 
democratic credentials, covering dozens of political parties, policy 
issues and even more interest groups and other policy advocates.
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