
Towards an interspecies health policy : great apes and the right to health
Nieuwland, J.

Citation
Nieuwland, J. (2020, May 13). Towards an interspecies health policy : great apes and the right
to health. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/87894
 
Version: Publisher's Version

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/87894
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/87894


 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/87894 holds various files of this Leiden University 
dissertation. 
 
Author: Nieuwland, J. 
Title: Towards an interspecies health policy : great apes and the right to health 
Issue Date: 2020-05-13 
 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/87894
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�




541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland
Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020 PDF page: 1PDF page: 1PDF page: 1PDF page: 1

 

 
 
 

Towards an Interspecies Health Policy 
Great Apes and the Right to Health 

 
 
 
 

Joachim Nieuwland 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland
Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020 PDF page: 2PDF page: 2PDF page: 2PDF page: 2

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
ISBN:     9789464021264    
Design cover:    Evert Semeijn  
Photograph cover:   Joachim Nieuwland 
Print:     Gildeprint 
 
 
Copyright © Joachim Nieuwland, 2020.  
 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, in any form or by any 
means, without prior written permission from the author. 
 
The research for this thesis was conducted at the Institute for Philosophy, Leiden University, 
the Netherlands.  
 
This work was funded by the Arcus Foundation, a not-for-profit organization; New York 
(USA) / Cambridge (UK). 



541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland
Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020 PDF page: 3PDF page: 3PDF page: 3PDF page: 3

 

 

 

 

 

 

Towards an Interspecies Health Policy  

Great Apes and the Right to Health 
 

 

Proefschrift 

 

ter verkrijging van  

de graad van Doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden  

op gezag van Rector Magnificus Prof.mr. C.J.J.M. Stolker 

volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties  

te verdedigen op woensdag 13 mei 2020 

klokke 11:15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

door 

Johannes Nieuwland 

geboren te  Oldebroek, 

in 1983 

 

 
 

 



541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland
Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020 PDF page: 4PDF page: 4PDF page: 4PDF page: 4

 

Promotiecommissie 
 

Promotor:   Prof. Dr. R.H.A. Corbey  Leiden University 

Copromotores:  Dr. B.J.E. Verbeek   Leiden University 

Dr. F.L.B. Meijboom   Utrecht University 

Voorzitter:   Prof. Dr. J.C.A. Kolen  Leiden University 

Secretaris:   Prof. Dr. M.J. Versluys  Leiden University 

Overige leden: Dr. B. Bovenkerk   Wageningen University 

Dr. A. Cochrane   University of Sheffield 

   Prof. Dr. M.F. Verweij  Wageningen University 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland
Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020 PDF page: 5PDF page: 5PDF page: 5PDF page: 5

 

Table of Contents 
 
Introduction          9 
 
1. Interspecies health: linking humans, animals, and the environment  17 

 
1.1 One Health: linking humans, animals and the environment  18 
1.2 Interspecific threats       20 
1.3 Interspecific benefits       23 
1.4 The epistemic challenge        25 
1.5 The ecological challenge       29 
1.6 The normative challenge        32 
1.7 A universal rights perspective      35 
1.8 The 2014 Ebola virus disease outbreak in West Africa   42 
1.9 Concluding remarks       49 
 

 
2. Considering animals: moral status and interests    53 
  

2.1 The moral status of animals      53 
 2.2 Perspectives on well-being      57 
 2.3 Why we need to take agency seriously     61 
 2.4 What is in the interests of animals?     70 
 2.5 Concluding remarks       75 
 
 
3. How interests generate moral rights      77 
  

3.1 An interest-based theory of moral rights     77 
 3.2 From interests to rights       80 
 3.3 The moral right not to be made to suffer     85 
 3.4 The moral right to life       86 
 3.5 The moral right to freedom of opportunity    88 
 3.6 Concluding remarks       99 
 
 
4. Health interests: a matter of rights?       101 
  

4.1 Why health matters: pathology and opportunity    101 
 4.2 Why not just duties?       104 
 4.3 Considering a negative right to health     105 
 4.4 The efforts of animals and their entitlements    107 
 4.5 Is citizenship required?       109 
 4.6 Going cosmopolitan       111 
 4.7 Concluding remarks       114 
 
5. The right to health: its social, interspecies, and ecological determinants 117 
  

5.1 The need for a decision rule      117 
 5.2 A modest account: protection against standard threats to health 119 



541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland
Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020 PDF page: 6PDF page: 6PDF page: 6PDF page: 6

 

 5.3 The right to be unhealthy?      122 
 5.4 Anything beyond the medical?      126 
 5.5 Ecological and interspecies determinants    128 
 5.6 Concluding remarks       133 
 
 
6. The right to health in the wild       137 
   

6.1 Do we owe anything to animals in the wild?    137 
 6.2 The right to be left alone: individual flourishing   138 
 6.3 The right to be left alone: collective flourishing    139 
 6.4 Considering the right to health in the wild    144 
 6.5 Freedom and health: the Assateague horses    149 
 6.6 Concluding remarks        156 
 
 
7. Great ape health policy        159 
  

7.1 Great apes in captivity       159 
 7.2 The health of great apes: more than charity     162 
 7.3 Vaccinating great apes       163 
 7.4 Should great apes be vaccinated?     165 
 7.5 Should we enroll great apes in medical research?   171 
 7.6 The ethics of habituating great apes     184 
 7.7 Considering isolated peoples      188 
 7.8 What about already habituated great apes?    190 
 7.9 Concluding remarks       194 
 

8. General Conclusion        197 

 

Bibliography          205 

Summary          221 

Samenvatting          223 

Acknowledgements                     227 

Curriculum vitae         231 

 

 

 



541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland
Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020 PDF page: 7PDF page: 7PDF page: 7PDF page: 7

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland541146-L-bw-Nieuwland
Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020Processed on: 15-4-2020 PDF page: 8PDF page: 8PDF page: 8PDF page: 8

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


