
Political discourses and the securitization of democracy in post-1991
Ethiopia
Tessema, Y.N.

Citation
Tessema, Y. N. (2020, May 7). Political discourses and the securitization of democracy in
post-1991 Ethiopia. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/87603
 
Version: Publisher's Version

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/87603
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/87603


 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/87603  holds various files of this Leiden University 
dissertation. 
 
Author: Tessema, Y.N. 
Title: Political discourses and the securitization of democracy in post-1991 Ethiopia 
Issue Date: 2020-05-07 
 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/87603
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�


 

�

�
�
 

Political Discourses and the Securitization of 
Democracy in Post-1991 Ethiopia 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Yinebeb N. Tessema 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�������  Yinebeb N. Tessema 

������������������ Yinebeb N. Tessema & GVO 

���������   GVO drukkers & vormgevers B.V., Ede 

  



 

 
Political Discourses and the Securitization of 

Democracy in Post-1991 Ethiopia 
�

������������

 

ter verkrijging van 

de graad van Doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden, 

op gezag van Rector Magnificus prof. mr. C.J.J.M. Stolker, 

volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties 

te verdedigen op donderdag 7 mei 2020 

klokke 13

 

door 

�


����������	�������

 

geboren te Borena, Ethiopië 

in 1987 

  

5 uur3 :4



 

2 

Promotors 

Professor Dr Madeleine O. Hosli 

Professor Dr Mohamed. A. R. M. Salih  

Doctorate Committee 

Professor Dr Gerrit. J. Abbink               Africa Studies Center Leiden University 

Professor Dr Wil Hout                          Erasmus University Rotterdam 

Professor Dr Alanna O ‘Malley            Leiden University 

Dr Asnake Kefale Adegehe                  Addis Ababa University 

 

 



 

3 

Dedication 

To my late father, Nigatu Tessema Gemechu, and my uncles, Amaha GebreKidan and 

Hailemichael GebreKidan, who fought on opposite warring sides during the civil war 

(1974-1991). This thesis is also dedicated to the many other Ethiopians who lost their 

lives or were affected by political violence in Ethiopia, which has continued unabated 

since the 1960s.  

 

 



 

4 

�#"'�"'&�
 

Acronyms and Abbreviations ........................................................................... 6 

List of Tables, Figures and Maps ..................................................................... 9 

Tables ........................................................................................................................ 9 

Figures ....................................................................................................................... 9 

Maps .......................................................................................................................... 9 

Acknowledgements ......................................................................................... 10 

Abstract ............................................................................................................ 11 

Chapter One: Introduction ............................................................................... 1 

1.1. Background ........................................................................................................ 1 

1.2. Problem Statement ........................................................................................... 4 

1.3. Scope .................................................................................................................. 6 

1.4. Research Methodology ..................................................................................... 7 
1.4.1. Why Discourse Analysis? .......................................................................................... 7 
1.4.2. The Discourse Analysis Method .............................................................................. 11 
1.4.3. Operationalizing Discourse Analysis ........................................................................ 16 

1.5. Organization of the Study ............................................................................... 26 

Chapter Two: A Theoretical Framework ....................................................... 27 

2.1. Introduction ...................................................................................................... 27 

2.2. An Overview of Critical Approaches to Security Studies and Securitization 
Theory ...................................................................................................................... 28 

2.3. Securitization Theory, the Speech Act and Discourse Analysis ................. 30 

2.4. Politics of Securitizing Democracy and Development ................................. 39 

Chapter Three: Post-1991 Economics and Politics: An Overview of an 
Anomaly ............................................................................................................ 44 

3.1. Introduction ...................................................................................................... 44 

3.2. An Overview of Post-1991 Economy ............................................................. 45 

3.2.1. Rapid Economic Growth and Governance Deficit in Party-Affiliated En-
terprises .................................................................................................................. 49 

3.3. Post-1991 Political Transitions: A Critical Overview .................................... 54 
3.3.1. The Promise and Peril of Political Reforms ............................................................. 60 

Chapter Four: The EPRDF’s Political Discourse .......................................... 71 

4.1. Introduction ...................................................................................................... 71 

4.2. The TPLF and the Making of the EPRDF Political Discourse ...................... 72 

4.3. EPRDF’s Political Discourse Between 1991 and 2015 ................................. 78 



 

5 

4.4. Revolutionary Democracy as the Cardinal Principle of the EPRDF’s Politi-
cal Discourse .......................................................................................................... 80 

4.5. The EPRDF’s Democratization Discourse .................................................... 85 

4.6. Institutionalization of the EPRDF’s Democratization Discourse ................ 90 

Chapter Five: Discourses of Ethiopian Opposition Politics ......................... 95 

5.1. Introduction ...................................................................................................... 95 

5.2. The Antecedents of the Ethiopianists’ Political Discourses ....................... 95 

5.3. Pan-Ethiopianists’ Political Discourse ........................................................ 100 
5.3.1. The Ethiopian Peoples  Revolutionary Party (EPRP) ............................................. 101 
5.3.2. All Ethiopian Socialist Movement (AESM) or MESIONE ........................................ 106 
5.3.3. All Ethiopian Unity Party (AEUP) ............................................................................ 110 
5.3.4. Ethiopian Democratic Party (EDP) ......................................................................... 114 
5.3.5. Blue Party or Semayawi Party ............................................................................... 117 
5.3.6. Ginbot 7: Movement for Justice, Freedom and Democracy ................................. 119 

Chapter Six: Ethno-nationalist Political Discourses .................................. 123 

6.1. Introduction .................................................................................................... 123 

6.2. The Discourses of the Oromo Opposition Political Forces ....................... 124 

6.3. The Somali Opposition Political Forces Discourse .................................... 131 

6.4. The Afar Opposition Forces Discourse ....................................................... 136 

6.5. The Sidama Opposition Political Forces’ Discourse .................................. 140 

Chapter Seven: Synthesis, Conclusion and Future Research .................. 144 

7.1. Synthesis ........................................................................................................ 144 

7.2. Conclusions ................................................................................................... 152 

7.3. Future Research ............................................................................................ 154 

References ..................................................................................................... 156 

Annex 1: The OLF’s map of Oromia. ............................................................ 186 

Annex 2: Government Administrative Map of Ethiopia .............................. 187 

Curriculum Vitae ............................................................................................ 188 

Samenvatting ................................................................................................. 189 
  

 

 

�  



 

6 

��%#",!&��"�����%�)��'�#"&�

 

AAPO All Amhara People’s Organization 

ADP Amhara Democratic Party 

AESM/MESION All Ethiopian Socialist Movement (Ye mela Itiyophiya 
socalist niqinaqe) 

AEUP All Ethiopian Unity Party 

AfDB African Development Bank 

ALDI Agricultural Led Development Industrialization 

ALF Afar Liberation Front 

ANDM Amhara National Democratic Movement 

ANLM Afar National Liberation Movement 

APDO Afar People’s Democratic Organization 

ARDUF Afar Revolutionary Democratic Union Forces 

BGPDUF Benishangul Gumuz People’s Democratic Unity Front 

BRICS Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (emerg-
ing economies) 

CSA Central Statistical Agency 

CUD Coalition for Unity and Democracy 

DDS Democratic Developmental State 

EDP Ethiopian Democratic Party 

EDORM Ethiopian Democratic Officers’ Revolutionary Move-
ment 

EDU Ethiopian Democratic Union 

EFFORT Endowment Fund For Rehabilitation of Tigray 

EPDM Ethiopian People’s Democratic Movement 

EPLF Eritrean People’s Liberation Front 



 

7 

EPRDF Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front 

EPRP Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party 

ESDP Ethiopian Somali Democratic party 

ESM Ethiopian Student Movement 

ETB Ethiopian Birr 

FDRE Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

GDP Gross Domestic Product 

GERD Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 

GPDM Gambella People’s Democratic Movement 

GTP I Growth and Transformation Plan I 

GTP II Growth and Transformation Plan II 

HPR House of People’s Representatives 

MDGs Millennium Development Goals 

METEC Metal and Engineering Technology Corporations 

MLLT Marxist-Leninist League of Tigray 

MOFED Ministry of Finance and Economic Development 

NNP Nations Nationalities and Peoples 

NPC National Planning Commission 

ODF Oromo Democratic Front 

ODP Oromo Democratic Party 

OECD Organization for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment 

OFC Oromo Federalist Congress 

OLF Oromo Liberation Front 

ONLF Ogaden National Liberation Front 

OPDO Oromo People’s Democratic Organization 

PASDEP Plan for Accelerated Sustainable Development to End 
Poverty 

PINEs Philippines, Indonesia, Nigeria and Ethiopia. 



 

8 

SALF Somali Abo Liberation Front 

SDPRP Sustainable Development Poverty Reduction Program 

SEPDM Southern Ethiopian People’s Democratic Movement 

SLF Sidama Liberation Front 

SNLF Sidama National Liberation Front 

TGE Transitional Government of Ethiopia 

TLF Tigray Liberation Front 

TPLF Tigray People’s Liberation Front 

UEDF/MEDREK  
(in Amharic) 

Union of Ethiopian Democratic Forces 

UN United Nations 

WSLF Western Somali Liberation Front 

WB World Bank 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10 

��&'�#����� �&/����(%�&��"����$&�

��� �&�

Table 1.1 Discourse, source, type and analytical approach ............................................ 20 

Table 2.1 Sectors and forces of securitization in the security logic (‘equation’) of Secu-

ritization Theory ............................................................................................. 35 

Table 3.1 National election results (1995, 2000, 2005, 2010 and 2015) ........................ 65 

 

���(%�&�

Figure 1.1 Identification, framing and categorization as existential threat or securitization

......................................................................................................................................... 23 

Figure 2.1 The spectrum along which issues become a public threat per securitization 32 

Figure 3.1 Ethiopia’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 1991-2018 ................................ 52 

 

��$&�

Map 1(Annex 1): The OLF’s map of Oromia………………………………………..196 

Map 2 (Annex 2): Ethiopian government administrative map……………………….197 

 �  

 

9 

��&'�#����� �&/����(%�&��"����$&�

��� �&�

Table 1.1 Discourse, source, type and analytical approach ............................................ 22 

Table 2.1 Sectors and forces of securitization in the security logic (‘equation’) of Secu-

ritization Theory ............................................................................................. 39 

Table 3.1 National election results (1995, 2000, 2005, 2010 and 2015) ........................ 70 

 

���(%�&�

Figure 1.1 Identification, framing and categorization as existential threat or securitization

......................................................................................................................................... 25 

Figure 2.1 The spectrum along which issues become a public threat per securitization 36 

Figure 3.1 Ethiopia’s Growth Domestic Product (GDP), 1991-2018 ............................. 52 

 

��$&�

Map 1(Annex 1): The OLF’s map of Oromia………………………………………..196 

Map 2 (Annex 2): Ethiopian government administrative map……………………….197 

 �  



 

10 

 

�

���"#* ����!�"'&�

This research project was made possible by the support and encouragement I received 

from Professor Dr. Mohamed Salih, Professor Dr. Madeleine Hosli and Dr. Martin Koper. 

My promoters, Professor Salih and Professor Hosli, were a continual source of inspiration 

and guidance for which I am deeply grateful.  

A number of friends, colleagues and family members have directly or indirectly supported 

me in different ways. In particular, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Shaun 

Mackay, Cindy Schotte, Astrid de Vries, Azeb Amaha (PhD), Yeshtila Wondimeneh 

(PhD), Eyasu Amlaku, Bahirnesh Seifu, Tolesa Hunde, H. E. Lemma Megerssa, Otukana 

Oda, Tekalign Lemma, Sebhat kefyalewu, Amb. Ewnetu Bilata, Amb. Eshetu Dessie, the 

late Migbaru Kebede, Karijn de Jong, Maaike Weestra, Jan Bald (Prof.), Ton Dietz 

(Prof.), Agnieszka Kazimierczuk, Biruk Tadele, Michael Mamo, Tsehaya Lemma, Er-

mias Assefa, and many others whom I could not mention here because of space or other 

considerations. 

Last but and not least, my beloved wife, Lelise Zerihun, and my daughters, Mijuu and 

Covenant, deserve a special thanks for the sacrifices they made and the dedication they 

have shown throughout the writing of my thesis.  

I would also like to thank the Netherlands Organization for the Internationalization of 

Education (NUFFIC) – the Netherlands Fellowships Programme (NFP) for funding my 

PhD research project. 


