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This 47th volume of the ASLU series focuses on the practical challenges of 
managing a World Heritage listed historic city in a South Asian context. The 
Indian Ocean island of Sri Lanka’s Galle Fort, a walled town, identified as the 
best-preserved colonial fort in South Asia, is the subject of this study. The 
book analyses the costs and benefits of the fort’s World Heritage recognition 
to its local urban community and to the colonial fort itself, as a monument. It 
shows how thirty years of the World Heritage project at Galle Fort changed 
a once small seaside walled town with dilapidated colonial buildings into a 
tourist hot-spot and prime real estate, also changing the lives of its 
inhabitants. The work addresses the range of impacts of this process such as 
gentrification, real estate pressures, and urban regeneration in a balanced 
way. It argues that the best practises of participatory and people-centred 
approaches of managing urban heritage at the global level are slow to 
progress at the local level. By highlighting the strong emotional attachment of 
local residents towards their landscape, the book proposes seeing the 
residential urban community as “preserver” of the historic city. While seeing 
the World Heritage listing of Galle Fort optimistically, the book encourages 
the use of the World Heritage emblem for the well-being of local residents, 
who bring life to these landscapes.

Uditha Niroshini Jinadasa is a research officer affiliated with Sri Lanka’s 
national heritage institution, the Department of Archaeology. 
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Archaeology, Bio-Archaeology, Material Culture Studies, Archaeological 
Heritage Management, Digital Archaeology and the Archaeology of the 
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