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Research protocol

1. Feedback group

a. For the sake of this Ph.D. research a feedback group will be established in
which a member of the management team of the National Coordinator for
Counterterrorism and Security, one of the scientific supervisors and the

researcher are represented.

b. The task of the feedback group is to monitor the progress of the research and

to provide advice regarding the draft-texts prior to publication.

2. Confidentiality and anonymity of the research
a. The content of all interviews will be treated confidential. This implies that the
content will remain between the interviewer and interviewee. The interviews will

be held as semi-structured interviews. The interviews will not be recorded.

b. The content of the dilemma sessions will be treated as confidential. This
implies that the content of a dilemma session will remain between the facilitator

and the participants of a dilemma session. The sessions will not be recorded.

c. The questionnaire will be filled out anonymously and will contain only very
limited details regarding the respondent like whether the respondent works in
the field of counterterrorism and for how long. The data will not be researched

with the goal to identify the respondent.

d. All data remains the property of the Ph.D. researcher of Leiden University and

will be stored in a secure manner.

e. Inspection of interview reports or questionnaire is only possible if justified
doubts about the authenticity of the data occur. Inspection in such a case is only
possible via the supervisory committee of this research and might require written
consent regarding the confidentiality of the personal data.

219



3. Safeguards on political responsibility
a. The Ph.D. thesis and publications based on empirical material of this thesis
have to take the political responsibilities emanating from the work of involved

government employees into account.

b. The focus group provides will advise where necessary.

4. Safeguards in scientific independence
a. In addition to safeguards on confidentiality, anonymity, and political

responsibility, the scientific independence of this research has to be observed.

b. The feedback group monitors the scientific independence.

c. In case of conflicting positions about the content of a draft-publication the

focus group will aim at a consensus.

5. Complaints, conflicts, conscientious objections

In case of complaints, conflicts and conscientious objections involving
employees, the researcher of members of the feedback group can consult the
confidential adviser of the National Coordinator for Counterterrorism and Security
and/or the Ministry of Justice and Security.
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