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Epilogue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of this long and winding road, what else is there to do but to say  
thank you to everyone who helped me travel its spiralling ways and climb its 
narrow paths. So to begin with, I would like to thank all my office mates 
throughout the centuries, at different locations, but sharing (most of them at 
least) a common predilection for tea and endless tea drinking sessions. In 
particular I would like to express my gratitude to Marlies van Beek and Laurine 
Ruijten at the Erasmus University Rotterdam; at the University of Amsterdam, 
Bregje van Groningen; and of course Esther van den Bosch, Katja de Vries, 
Yrrah Stol and Theo Vosse (not so much a tea drinker) at Leiden University. I 
also thank my current office mate Sible Andringa at the University of 
Amsterdam, with whom I will now venture on a hopefully somewhat shorter, 
but still probably just as, if not even more exciting journey through listening 
land. 
 
Other colleagues to be thanked are Bram Bakker (fondly remembered for his 
never ending ability to discuss and provoke), Kees Verduin, homo universalis 
extraordinaire, if not for his unfailing kruidkoek recipe, which got me baking in 
the first place, then for his wise festina lente Christmas cards (who knew how 
true these words would turn out to be?) and talent as a living SPSS quick 
reference guide. Sacha Bem I thank for just being there as a mentor in the 
background, with (well-timed) words of wisdom and inspiration. I thank Jeroen 
Jansz who believed in me and of course Alice Dijkstra who, like no other tried 
to motivate me and push me (but still couldn’t really), and who taught me 
valuable lessons even the first time we met: in networking and institutional 
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gossip never to reveal my sources (I’m so sorry I just did). There are other 
colleagues who deserve to be mentioned: Wido la Heij, Fenna Poletiek, Gezinus 
Wolters, Gert ten Hoopen, Lex van der Heijden and Patrick Hudson, and 
support staff and secretaries at the department: Neline Ritsma, Romke Biagioni 
and of course Albertien Olthoff who helped me take care of the more practical 
side of things, thank you all. 
 
I would like to thank all my master’s students, who taught me at least as much 
as I tried to teach them: amongst whom Liesbeth Timmermans, Samora Day 
and Elkan Akyurek. I sincerely thank all students who helped conduct my 
countless experiments and especially Salima Bol for running Experiment 2 in 
Chapter 2. Many thanks also go out to technical support, both at Leiden 
University and at the Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics in Nijmegen, 
for letting me use NESU, and helping me with it. 
 
I am grateful to have good friends: Christien who was involved in her own 
mega project, who was always there for endless conversations about life, the 
universe, and everything and who accompanied me to one or two conferences. 
Joost who just didn’t stop coming for tea at room 2B21, and who brings out the 
absolute worst in me. I thank Iris and Bernhard, for still being there and 
believing in me, even though we have grown quite apart, mainly literally, since 
our days at the art history department. Thanks also go to Hilde, Maik, Kalinka, 
Sicco, Paul, Thomas, Robert, Sander N., and Johan. Thanks to Leo for 
introducing me to the psychology of language. I thank all my fellow Pamplonis: 
Annemiek, Marcel and Sander v. C. for being patient with me, and accepting 
my tendency to be like a camel. I am grateful to Wouter Rijkee, who not only 
took up the most recent post of tea drinker par excellence but who enriched my 
vocabulary as if I learned a new language and who proved to be a pillar of 
social support in the last couple of months. And honourable mention for 
Henrike Pelleboer who willingly and (stranger still) cheerfully took it upon 
herself to help me InDesign my pictures and the cover because she thought I 
owed it to science. And it must be said: my thesis has never looked so official. 
Finally, for always-there support, patience and friendship, I have to thank 
Mathijs de Weerdt. Thank you for being there and for tangoing me through.  
 
I thank Gérard van Bracht who is both a friend, a former house mate and family, 
and add to that my thanks to other family members, notably my parents, my 
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sister and Jeroen, and I pause to remember my oma. Her Dutch-Land van 
Cuijk’s bilingualism must have started my fascination for language at an early 
age and her involvement in my thesis project culminated when she questioned 
Gerard Kempen (in their mutual native dialect) about the necessity of me 
continuing my studies for so many more years. 
 
Lots of thank-yous also go out to my two paranimfen: Willem Machielsen, 
whom I met when we both took a course reading Dennett’s Consciousness 
Explained; with whom I studied and graduated; and who has had his own trials 
and tribulations in the mean time, but who now is –who would have thought this 
when we were doing our theorieblokken?- a bona fide clinical psychologist. I 
am grateful and honoured to still have you as a friend. Katja de Vries, my office 
mate in Leiden, my friend and source of inspiration: doing three masters’ and 
never too busy to go out for tea; with whom I explored historic places in Europe 
as if we were two retired people and who is dearly missed as a fellow theatre 
lover now that she continues to live in foreign countries. Dankjewel meisje!  
 
The last one is for Padraic Monaghan who knew before I did. As for full spirals, 
I really, really hope they keep converging. Here’s to a bright orange future with 
lots of walks. 
 
Nomi 
Delft, 22 October 2007 


