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FORMALIZATIONS APRES LA LETTRE

Studies in Medieval Logic and Semantics

Ockham’s theory of supposition is best seen as a formal theory for the
interpretation of some propositions, i.e. as algorithmic hermeneutics.

Buridan’s commitment to proposition-tokens as truth-value bearers de-
mands a non-truth-functional analysis of the concept of consequentia.

Medieval obligationes are best analyzed as logical games. Moreover, the
antiqua responsio-style of obligationes is essentially dynamic, and thus a
much more interesting game than the nova responsio-style of obligationes.

Many lessons can be learned from the medieval logicians.

Formalization corresponds to three related but distinct tasks: axiomati-
zation, symbolization, and conceptual translation.

Paraconsistent logic should not dismiss the concept of contradiction alto-
gether; the concept of a paraconsistent contradiction ought to be defined.

The Tarskian disquotational truth schema is false; a quantificational truth
schema is required instead.

There are no pre-Fregean ’theories of reference’.

Salsa is not a Brazilian dance; samba is. Samba is harder to dance to
than salsa, as in samba different parts of the dancer’s body must follow
different rhythms.

The use of football metaphors should be punished with a yellow card.



