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Chapter Three

The Place of theMu jam Among Ibn Hajar's Writings and Some Similar
Contemporary Works

3.1. Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani: A Biographical Sketch'

Having established the authorship of the manuscaipd before looking at what
the Mufjam can add to our knowledge of Ash-Shaykhah Maryara, need to pay
attention to the historical and literary backgrowdts compiler, Ibrtlajar. | will give a
brief sketch on some important elements in his ldes full proper name is mad ibn
‘AlT ibn Muhammad ibn Mgammad ibn‘Al7 ibn Ahmad al-Kirani al-‘Asgakni. His
lagabis Shiteb ad-On. Later, he was given theinyahof Aba Al-Fadl after Aba al-Fall
Muhammad ibn Amad An-Nuwayi, the gadi of Mecca® He is known simply as Ibn
Hajar. He was born in Cairo in 773/1372.

3.2. Ibn Hajar as an Author

Ibn Hajar is known as a teacher, a jurist, an authoraametrchant.| will focus in
these few pages on his position as a prolific wrispecially in the field dflacith, as he
surpassed in that field most other scholars ofitrie, at least measured by the number of
compilations that carry his narfidbn Hajar left behind a huge number of writings.
Historians differ on the exact number of the bobkscomposed. Muhammad Zubayr
Siddigi gives the number 150 for both incompletd anmplete works.In hislbn Hajar
al- ‘Asgalini: A Study of the Background Education and CareearfAlim in Egypt
Sabri Khalid Kawash divides IbHajar al-Asgakni’s works into four main categories:
Hadith, history, figh and poetry. Sindgacdith is a broad religious discipline, Kawash
specifically divides IbrHajar’s works in this field into seven categoriekscéllections of
Hadith; 2) annotations of some works on Hadith; 3) commentaries; 4) methodology; 5)
rijal; 6) biographical works; 7) bibliographical works?®

! The life and career of IbHajar have been studied in detail in three doctdisdertations. The first is a
Cambridge dissertation, A. A. Rahmani, "The Lifelaiiorks of IbnHajar al-Asqalani”, which has been
printed in installments in consecutive issuedstdmic Studies XLV/3 (July 1971)- XLVII (July 1973).
The second is a Princeton dissertation (1996),iBdtaled Kawashlbn Hajar al- ‘Asqakini: A Study of the
Background, Education, and Career of aflim in Egypt(Ph.D. diss., Princeton University, 1969.). The
third is Skakir Mahmad ‘Abd al-Munim, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqabkini wa dirasit Musannafitih wa manhajihi
wa mawiridihi f7 kitab al-lsabah, Baghdad: Br ar-Rigilah lit-Tiba‘ah, 1978. This sketch is based on
Kawash's and Andi Muhammad Ali Amiruddilgn Hajar al- ‘Asqakini on Tajiiz and Tadil of Hadith
Transmitters: A Study of His Tahitthat-Tahdlib, (MA thesis, McGill University, 1999).

2 Kawash Jbn Hajar al-‘Asqalinz, 41.

3 For details on these four positions, see Kawdshi/ajar al- ‘Asqalinz, 115-218.

* Amiruddin, Ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqalini on Tajiih and Tadil, 14.

® Muhammad Zubayr Siddigiyadith Literature,182 quoted from Amiruddinbn Hajar al- Asgakini on
Tajrik and Tadi, 14.

® Kawash |bn Hajar al- ‘Asqalin , 192-193.
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Another pivotal study on the works of Iddajar is Shkir Mahmad ‘Abd al-
Mun‘im’s Ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqalini wa-Dirasat Muannafitin wa-Manhajih wa-Mawridih
f7 Kitabih al-lsagbah’ ‘Abd al-Muniim gives the total number of Ifiajar's works as 282
books. He divides these works into twenty-four gatees as follows: the sciences of the
Quran (7 books); the principles of Hadith (8 books); commentaries (Shurizi) on Hacith
(12 books); the content (matr) of Hadith (16 books); the defects (‘ilal) and criticism of
Hadith (11 books); methods of Hadith (41 books); classification (takhrij) of Hacith (8
books); the collections of ten traditional-(Ushariyyat) (11 books); the collections of
forty traditions @l-arbainiyyat) (11 books); the books of al-Asraf® (9 books), additions
(zawa'id)° (7 books), substitutionsAbdal)*® and accordancesalimuwafagat)™* (6
books), rearrangemenat(Tartib)*? (5 books), jurisprudencdigh) and its principles (28
books), theology (6 books); dictionaries and biographies of the masters (11 books);
bibliographies (7 books); books of men (rijal) (22 books); biographies and virtues (7
books); books of history (18 books), literature and language (13 books); collections of
poems @awawin) (3 compilations); scattered writings (mutafarrigat) (3 books); answers
(ajwibah) (I3 books) and compilations attributed to himuannafit mangbah) (38
books).

It is argued that Ibilajar lost many books during his second trip to Yenieis
reported that while on his way from Mecca to Yentér, ship on which he was traveling
was wrecked off the shore. Iifajar lost all he had aboatt As-Saklawi mentions the
titles of the books that IbHajar lost. He lost higyraf al-Mizz, Arraf Musnad Amad
Al-Arraf  al-Mukhtzrah, Tartib Musnad a&Tayalisi, and Tartitb Musnad ‘Abd ibn
Humayd**

Within the scope of the present study we focushenliographical dictionaries
composed by Ibiiajar. It was a common practice in early Muslim dahship to collect
the biographies of the teachers of a certain iddiai in amashyakhalor amujam. This
was done by the students who wanted to veneratetdeechers on the one hand, and
show the amount of their own learning on the otemd®® This kind of work made it
easier for subsequent generations of studenksadtth to make the connection between
one generation of scholars and the precedindbf&ee further Chapter 4, below).

Ibn Hajar wrote a few books within this genre, the muogiortant of which isal-
Mu jam al-Muassis lil-Mujam al-Mufahras'’ This Mujam is divided into two parts.

’ (Beirut: Mu'assast ar-Rigah, 1997)

8 Al-Arraf is an index of the beginnings isinads of canonical collections. The most famous workabn
Arraf is Tukfat al-Ashaf bi-ma'rifat al-Arraf of the Syrian scholar %6uf ibn ‘Abd ar-Raman al-Mizz (d.
742/1341).

®Zawi'id are theHadiths that are reported in one of the collections anel not included in other
collections.

19 Abdzl is when a student dfadith transmits from the teacher of, for exampleaimMuslim’s teacher
with a number of masters less than the number sfemsif he transmits from @m Muslim directly.

1 See Chapter 6 below.

12 |bn Hajar arranged marfyadiths according to thmusnadg ala al-masinid) or legal topics to make it
easy for students to locate tHadiths in the canonical collections.

13 Kawash |bn Hajar al-‘Asqalini, 227; as-Saktawi, al-Jawzhir, 151.

14 As-Saklawi, al-Jawahir, 151.

15 Kawash |bn Hajar al-‘Asqalini, 204.

1% |bid.

" TheMu jam has been edited byi¥uf ‘Abd ar-Raman al-Marasht (Beirut: Dar al-Ma'rifah, 1992).
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The first part contains the biographies of peopleomv Ibn Hajar callsshuyikh ar-
Riwayah, the teachers of narration. This group consistdbafHajar's teachers with
whom he studieddadith or other disciplines. It also contains the bagdries of the
shaykhs from whom Ibilajar obtainedjazahswithout having studied with them. The
second part contains the biographies of Hajar's teachers who taught him other
branches of knowledge. He calls this graluyikh ad-Dirzyah'® (the teachers of the
science which investigates tlsmad, contents, subject, and the mode of transmission o
Hadith).

Ibn Hajar compiled som®lu jamson behalf of some of his teachers. One of these
is Mu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryarthe focus of this study. He also compild jam at-
Tarnzkh or al-Mu jam alKabir li ash-Slami for his teacher Buéim ad-On Ibrahim ibn
Ahmad at-Tankhi (d. 800/1398). The book is divided into 24 pantsl &ontains the
biographies of more than four hundred teachers fndrom at-Tainkhi either obtained
ij dzahzsoor hearddadith.* Ibn Hajar also has a book entitléd-Muntagz min Mujam as-
Subk.

Sources tell us that Ibdajar also compiled Bashyakhalcalledal-Mashyakhah
al-Basimah lil-Qikzbi wa Fazimah?* In this Mashyakhahhe compiled the teachers of
Tadq ad-Din ‘Abd ar-Raman ibn ‘Umar al-Qilabi al-Maqdis al-Hanbat (d. 838/1434)
from whom he heard somigadiths or was given afjazah to transmit suchadiths,
along with the teachers ofafimah bint Khail ibn Ahmad al-Kirani al-Maqdis al-
‘Asgahbni (d. 833/1429). ThisMashyakhalcontains the biographies of 166 teachers, 136
biographies for al-Qikbi's teachers, 30 biographies fo&tifhah's teachers, and 52
biographies of their common teach& g his Mashyakhathas an introduction in which
Ibn Hajar explained the structure of thdashyakhah lbn Hajar focused on the
biographees and their relation to al-ebband Rtimah bint Khail. Ibn Hajar did not
guote anyHadth or so after each biography as he did in Eefjam ash-Shaykha
Maryam He explained that the purpose of Mashyakhalwas to list transmitted works,
including theSakiks, Musnads Mu jams,MashyakhahsFawa 'id, and other books which
both al-Qilabi and Ftimah heard from or read to their teacH@rtbn Hajar made an
index at the end of th&ashyakhahof these transmitted works, a valuable element
missing in theMu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryafh In another index, Ibiiajar gave a list
of the teachers for whom he could not find a bipgsa This element is missing in the
Mujam Ash-Shaykhah Maryanas well® A very unique characteristic of this
Mashyakhahs that IbnHajar mentions the year in which the biographee gangizah

18 Kawash |bn Hajar al-‘Asqalini, 204.

19 As-Sakfawi, al-Jawahir, 669; ‘Abd aFMun‘im, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalinz, 289.

20 -Abd al-Mun'im, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqakinz, 290.

21 TheMahshyakhathas been edited twice; first by Jacqueline Sullepublished disEcole Pratique des
Hautes EtudesJ. Sublet wrote an intensive article on tdashyakhahsee Jacqueline Sublet, "Les
Maitrese et les etudesds de deux traditionniste$egeque mamelouke: Al-Mashyakha al-basima lil-
Qibabi wa Fatima de lbn Hagar al-AsgalarBilletin d'etudes orientale0 (1967). It has also been
published by Mzammad Mti* al-Hafiz (Damascus: Br Farfir, 2002).

2 Al-Kattani, Fihris al-Faharis, 2:636.

% |bn Hajar, al-Mashyakhah al-Bsimah lil-Qikibi wa FRisimah, ed. Mihammad Mt al-Hafiz
(Damascus: Br Farfir, 2002), 24.

**Ibid., 165-173.

*® bid., 174.
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to al-Qikibi and Rtimah?® a very important element also missing in ke jam of Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam. A comparison of batmashyakhahseems to underline that Ibn
Hajar left theMu’jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryasas a first (perhaps even unfinished) draft.

Ibn Hajar also compiled th&lashyakhahsof Abt a-Tahir ibn al-Kuwayk (d.
821/1418), Ala al-Hasan'Al1 ibn Muhammad ibn Abal-Majd (death date unknown), al-
Burhan alHalati (Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Khal (d. 841/1438¥ and Ibahim ibn
Yahya al-'‘Azazi best known as Ibn al-Kagl(d. 732/1331). He also compiled selections
from the Mashyakhah®f lbn ‘Asakir (d. 571/1176), lbn as-Saf, and al-Fakhr ibn al-
Bukhart (d. 690/1291). IbrHHajar composed auz‘ which had the comments of Ibn al-
Jazar (d. 833/1429) on th#&lashyakhalof his teacher al-Junayd ibrh#ad al-Balyni
(d. 809/1406§2 Unfortunately, these texts are not available to us

3.3. Ibn Hajar’'s Care for Women’s Biographies

It is worth drawing attention to IbiHajar’'s interest in including women’s
biographies in his works. In had-lsabah T Tamyyz &-Sakabah he devoted the fourth
volume to the biographies of female Companiohalso in his Taqrib at-Tahdtb, he
introduced 300 entries of female Companions, ferkaleowers and female transmitters
in the six major collection¥ In his Tahdhb at-Tahdlb, Ibn Hajar devotes a special
place to female transmitters, women known by tkaityahor lagab and those known
by "obscure names'agémi’ mubhamah®! Ibn Hajar's ad-Durar al-Kaminali? is also
abundant with female biographies which reflect fdsmale participation in the cultural
and religious spheres in Egypt and Syria during Ntsenluk period. Interestingly, Ibn
Hajar was not the first to devote a special placéetoale transmitters. It has been a
common practice by early biographers to devoteparsge volume to females in their
biographical dictionaries. This practice was faeveloped in the third/ninth century after
Ibn Sad (d. 230/844) wrote hiar-Tabagit al-Kubra and supplemented it with a volume
on female transmitters. Al-Kiid al-Baghddi included a short section on the women of
Baghdad in hi§arikh Baghdd.* Both Ibn‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463/1070) in hil-Isti ab fi
Marifat al-Ashab and Ibn al-Atlir (d. 630/1232) in hidJsd al-Glibah fi Marifat as-

% |n many biographies, we read ajiz li sahib al-mashyakhaland he gave afizahto the owner of this
Mashyakhah.). See for examplel-Mashyakhah al-Bsimah entries no. 27, 28, 36, 39, 43, 46-7, 52, 53,
56, 63, 70, 74, 75, 76, 83, 84, 94, 97, 99, 108, 108, 110, 114, 118, 131, 139, 140.

27 As-Saklawi, al-Jawahir, 670; ‘Abd akMun‘im, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqakin, 291-292

2 Abd al-Mun'im, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalini, 292.

2% Aminah Mthammad Jaal ad-Din, An-Nisz’ al-Mukaddithat fil- ‘Asr al-Mamliki wa dawruhunna fil-
Hayah al-Adabiyyah wa ath-Thafjyyah (Cairo: Car al-Hidayah, 2003), 10. The volume covers 1543
entries on women.

%0 |bid.

31 Amiruddin, Ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqalini on Tajiih and Tadil, 61.

%t is a collection of 5204 biographies of the p&rs, who died in the eighth Islamic century— maijiiyt
not exclusively, Egyptians and Syrians—and whobin Hajar's opinion, made a contribution to Islamic
society, whether that contribution was politicallitary, religious, educational, literary, or ecan in
character. This work has been published twice, four volumes (Hyderabad, 192932); five volumes ed. M.
Sayyid dd alHaqq, (Cairo 1966). References in this study aréhéofirst edition. Donald P. Little, "As-
Safadi as Biographer of His Contemporaries,” in &dnP. Little, ed.Essays on Islamic Civilization
Presented to Niyazi Berkéiseiden: Brill, 1976) 195.

% Huda Lutfi, "As-Sakhwi’s Kitab an-Nisi’ as a Source for the Social and Economic Historylo$lim
Women during the Fifteenth Century, ADMuslim World 71, (1981), 108.
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Sahabah followed the same trerid.It is not surprising, then, that Iifajar’'s student and
biographer as-Sakti (d. 902/1497) devoted the twelfth volume of hisDaw’ al-
Lami® li ahl al-Qarn at-Tasi* to noteworthy women in the ninth/fifteenth centuHe
entitled the volumeKitab an-Nisi’.*®> He included nearly three hundred women who
earnedjazahsor awarded them to their own studetits.

3.4. A Comparison Between IbrHajar's Mu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryam and ad-
Durar al-Kaminah

To place theMu jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam among IBiajar's writings, | will
make a comparison between it aad-Durar al-Kaminah The Durar is concerned
mainly with biographies of people who lived in taighth Islamic century. Therefore, it
includes a reference to Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's &ractvhom IbnHajar did meet
personally. As-Sakiwi gives another name to tHeurar, which is al-Wafayit al-
Kaminah li alam al-mi'ah ath-Tlaminah Ibn Hajar expressed his wish to make the book
in four volumes, but as-Sakhi tells us that he made a fair copy of two volumely.d’
Ibn Hajar completed it in 830/1426. THaurar covers the period from 701/ 1301 to
800/1397% Later, the author made a supplement to it ancuéted the biographies of
those who lived until 837/1433. He gave it the nash®hayl ad-Durar al-kaminah
There are two abridgements of tBerar; one by Jal ad-Din as-Suyti (d. 911/1505)
and the other by ¥suf ibn‘Abd al-Hadf (d. 909/1503)°

It is noteworthy that the information containediongraphical dictionaries usually
presents both factual and illustrative materialn&aelly speaking, the factual material is
employed, suggests Fahndrich, to designate a meaount of information that is
offered in almost every biography and that esthbbseach personality genealogically,
historically, geographically, philosophically, pessionally, and politically. It is the
information that is usually not changed except atlume and arrangement, on its way
from one historical work to another. This kind ofdrmation can be contrasted with
illustrative material that, within the limits of aauthor's respect of tradition and his

34 Aminah Mthammad Jaai ad-Din, An-Nisz’ al-Mukaddithat, 10.

% For an overview of the roles of women in this weske Huda Lutfi, "As-Sakwi’s Kitab an-Nis",
104-24.

3% Asma SayeedShifting Fortunes239, note. 48.

37 As-Sakhawi, al-Jawghir, 685.

38 |bn Hajar was the first to introduce the genre of cemtghiographical dictionaries. In the ninth/fiftekn
century as-Sakiwi wrotead-Daw’ al-Lami‘ li ahl al-Qarn at-Tasi". In the tenth/sixteen centurpbd al-
Qadir al-‘Aydariis wrote an-Nar as-Sifir fi A'yan al-Qarn al-4shir, and Najm ad-in al-Ghazz
(1061/1650) wroteal-Kawakib as-@'irah bi Ayan al-Mi‘ah al-‘4shirah In the eleventh/seventeenth
century, al-Muibbt (d. 1111/1699) wrot&Khulasat al-Athar ¥ A'yan atQarn al-Hadr ‘Ashar. In the
thirteenth/eighteenth century, Mammad ibn Khal al-Muradi (d. 1206/1791) wroté&alk ad-Durar £
Tarikh al-Qarn ath-Thlith © Ashar However, it should be mentioned that before thyhtb/fourteenth
century there is a reference to similar works saslal-Badr as-&fir wa Tuifat al-Musifir f7 Targjim
maslkihir al-Qarn as-@bi‘ by al-ldfawr and Tarikh Mukhtaar al-Qarn as-@bi‘ by al-Q&sim ibn
Muhammad al-Birzl1. ‘Abd al-Mun'im, Ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqatini, 574.

39 ‘Abd al-Mun'im, Ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqalin, 577.
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personal literary capabilities and taste, is chdnged modified in order to express
changes in the image of the person he defficts.

As mentioned before, IbHajar drafted théviu jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam in
803/1400. This means that he started it before domgghe Durar. One might suppose
that the lacunae found in théu jam should be missing in thBurar, as IbnHajar could
have gathered the missing information from otherses and added them to tharar.
But to one's surprise, it is possible to find altribe same lacunae in tleirar too* It
is of no special value to list the numerous ocgasighen Ibrtajar borrows information
from theMu jam in theDurar. Since IbnHajar had a tendency to paraphrase rather than
guote his sources verbatim, it is difficult to aall the details in hiBurar which have
theMu jam as their source.

Both books arrange the biographies alphabetically iasert the biographies of
women within the alphabetical order, not in a safgavolume. There is no consistency in
terms of the length of biographies included in bbtioks. Some biographies are very
short and they do not exceed one line, while otheag be very long. In th&lu jam, Ibn
Hajar's sources are mainly Ash-Shaykhah Maryaats: ‘at andijazat, in addition to
other sources which were coveredGhapter Two. In theDurar, the sources are more
numerous. IbriHajar says in the introductidfi:"l drew the information contained in this
book from:

A‘yan al-‘Asr of Abii as-Safa’ as-Safad;*

Majani al- ‘Asr of Aba Hayyan;**

Dhahabiyyat alsAsr of Ibn Fail All ah al- Umai;*
Tarikh Misr of Qub ad-On alHalaly;*°

Dhayl Siyar an-Nubal’ of Shams ad-i adh-Dhahait*’
Dhayl Dhayl al-Mirah of ‘Alam ad-On al-Birzlt;*®
Al-Wafayit of Taq ad-Din Ibn Rafi ;*°

Dhay al-Wafayt of Shitib ad-0On Ibn Hijji;*°

Al-Maw iz wal-I tibar of al-Maqiizi ;>*

“0 Hartmut E. Fahndrich, "The Wafatyal-A‘yan of Ibn Khallikin: A New Approach.Journal of American
Oriental Society93:4 (1973): 438.

“! |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 2:116 (1739), Ibitiajar, Mu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryamo. 98.

“2 \bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:5.

3 As-Safad is quoted more than 100 times. See, for exampleHgjar, ad-Durar, 1:16 (24, 26), 1:27
(65), 1:71 (190), 1:135 (379). These may be casesint.

 See, for example, IbHajar,ad-Durar, 1:111 (307), 1:152 (410), 1:185 (480), 1:221 (589274 (700).
These may be cases in point.

> See, for example, IbHajar,ad-Durar, 1:71 (189), 1:191 (495), 1:259 (664), 1:346 (8353432 (1134),
1:475 (1282). These may be cases in point.

6 See, for example, IbHajar,ad-Durar, 1:9 (9), 1:553 (1440), 2:124 (1773), 2:136 (1819161 (1858).
These may be cases in point.

47 See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:11 (14), 1:526 (1424), 2:210 (1964), 2:253 @12:357
(2390). These may be cases in point.

8 See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:44 (111), 1:112 (310), 1:167 (424). These mayhses in
point.

9 See, for example, Ibdajar,ad-Durar, 1:9 (11), 1:15 (23), 1:16 (24), 1:27 (66), 1:88). These may be
cases in point.

*0 See, for example, IbHajar,ad-Durar, 1:62 (166), 1:200 (515), 1:338 (842), 2:24 (1530104 (1706).
These may be cases in point.
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TheMu jamsof our teachers;
Al-Wafayit of Abi al-Husayn ibn Aybak ad-Dinayi;>?
Dhayl al-Wafayit of Abi al-Fall ibn al-Husayn al‘lraqi.>®
Tarikh Ghirnizah of Lisan ad-On ibn al-Khaib;>*and
At-Tarikh of Wali ad-Din ibn Khaldin al-Maliki">°

In the Durar, Ibn Hajar made use of all these sources. However, irfethmale
biograghies, he did not make it clear whether hesl i some of them except in a very few
cases’ The main sources from which he drew informatiorfemale biographies are the
Wafayit of Ibn Rafi >" and theDhayl Siyar an-Nubai’ of adh-Dhahai’® We can also
notice that IbrHajar did not depend on books of history or obiesiffior collecting data
on female biographies. We mentioned earlier thatmde use of thu jams and the
Mashyakhahof his teachers. Theddu jams and Mashyakhahsvere very accurate, as
they were composed from data obtained in persamahcts between the student and the
teacher. TheMu jams andMashyakhah$iave abundant information on thaaddithat
as their main focus falls upon thiadth teachers (including the women among them) of
the author of thévlujam or the Mashyakhahor their principal protagonist(8}. These
Mu jamsandMashyakhah#clude the following:
TheMu jam of Abia Hamid ibnZahirah (11 biographies);®°
TheMu jam of Ibn Rifi* (10 biographies);**
TheMu jam of adh-Dhhabi (4 biographies);®?
The Mashyakhahof al-'1zz ibn Jam‘ah, compiled by Ab Jafar ibn al-Kuwayk (3
biographies§?*
TheMu jam of al-Birzali (3 biographies);®*
The Mashyakhatof Waijihiyyah a-Sa‘idiyyah al-Iskandraniyyah, compiled by Tagad-
Din Ibn Rifi < (1 biography);®

®1 See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:137 (384), 1:272 (695), 2:89 (1662). These iaycases in
point.

2 See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:259 (666), 1:300 (760), 2:234 (2071). These fmaygases in
point.

>3 See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:17 (27), 1:75 (201), 1:107 (296), 1:137 (38@ese may be
cases in point.

¥ See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:59 (157), 1:77 (204), 1:102 (279), 1:135 (378,78 (455).
These may be cases in point.

% See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 3:377 (999), 2:309 (2248), 3:289 (766). These fmaygases in
point.

¢ Aminah Mthammad Jaai ad-Din, "Tamjim al-Muhaddittat fil- ‘Asr al-Mamiiki: Dirasah Awwaliyyah
fil-Masadir," Majjalt Bukath as-Sunnah wa ast@h (Qatar 1992), 483. For these cases, seéifjar,ad-
Durar, 4:406 (his sources aed-Wafayit of Ibn Rafi* andA‘yan al- ‘Asr of as-Safad), 3:227 (his source is
Tarikh Misr of al-Qub alHalaky, 2:123, 3:224, 225 (his sourceDdhayl Dhayl al-Mirah of al-Birzli;
2:127, 128, 3:220 (his sourceldaly al-Wafayit of Aba al-Fall ibn al-Husayn al-radi).

> |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:361, 2:120, 121, 126, 3:222, 224, 228, 4:386.

8 bid., 2:221, 129, 3:221, 225, 4:390.

%9 Aminah Jaral ad-Din, "Tamjim al-Muhaddithat", 484.

¢ |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:360, 412, 2:120, 121, 123, 189, 236, 3:225, 26885, 404.

®bid., 1:361, 2:120, 121, 126, 3:222, 224, 228, 4:386.

®21bid., 3:221, 223, 225, 4:397.

%3 bid., 3:224, 225, 5:385.

*bid., 3:221, 223, 225.

% Ibid., 4:406.
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The Mashyakhalof Zahidah bint Mbhammad ibn'Abd Allah a-Tahiri, compiled by al-
Mugatilt (1 biography);66

To one’s surprise, IbAajar never mentioned thdu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
as one of his sources. There is no clear reasothigrbut it is possible that he did not
have access to tidu jam at the time of compiling thBurar.

In more than one case, Ibfajar cites what has been recorded in more than one
Mu jam about the same biographee and compares betwedlifférent stories, selects
the authentic one and adds it to the biograPHy. the biography of &imah bint Al
Bakr, he says: "Al-Birali, adh-Dhahaty and Ibn Rfi‘ heardHadith from her and they
cited Hadiths on her authority in theiMujams"® In the biography of Nasah bint
Ibrahim ibn Silim, we read: "Al-Birzli, adh-Dhahat) and Ibn Rfi* heardHadth from
her and mentioned her in théfu jams.She transmitted a lot until she died in 15 ddan
al-'Ola 15, 749, according to IbnaR"."®® Though IbnHajar drew his information from
the Mu jamsof Nafisah's three students, he preferred to quote tieeadidter death from
the Wafayit of Ibn Raf.”° In six female biographies, IbHajar drew the information
orally from one of the biographee's studéht®ne final source, which is not mentioned
in the introduction, is the book &lan kin zayyan min Shuykh Halab by Muhammad
ibn Yahya ibn Sad.”

A closer look at the biographies in both kel jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
and theDurar reveals that the space of time covered by thetonsmon, as they include
the biographies of those who died in the eighthtuognof the Hijrah. IbnHajar pays
much attention to the biographies Idadith scholars and he relates this to the fact that
many of the biographees were the teachers of hishees’> Surprisingly enough, in the
Durar, we may find lacunae which do not figure in thiel jam. For example, in the
biography of’Aminah bint ‘Abd ar-Raman al-Maqdisiyyah, the date of her birth is
mentioned in théu jam while IbnHajar misses it in thBurar. There is no clear reason
for that. TheDurar is supposed to have been compiled many years thiedviu jam,
hence Ibrtajar could have made use of it to fill out suclaeuha. Before venturing into
an explanation, let us first pay attention to aroihconsistency between thi jam and
the Durar. The following biographies which IbHajar included in théMu jam of Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam are missing in thearar: no. 69, 70, 71, 78, 79, 91, 92, 94, 96, 112,
136, 140, 161, 167, 170, 171, 182, 186, 201, 205, 228, 233, 240, 246, 249, 260, 287,
and 299.

It is noteworthy that some biographies are almdshiical in both thé®urar and
the Mu jam.”* However, some biographies are very short in Bluear while they are

% bid., 2:112-113.

7 Aminah Jaral ad-Din, "Tamjim al-Muhaddithat", 485.

®8 |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 3:223.

% |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 4:397.

0 Aminah Jaral ad-Din, "Tamjim al-Muhaddithat", 485.

" Ibid. For examples, see Iiifajar,ad-Durar, 1:361, 2:188, 237, 3:227 (no. 569, 570).

2 |bn Hajar, ad-Durar, 2:129. Aninah suggests that the book has been lost as #hew rieference to it
anywhere. Arinah Jaral ad-Din, "Taf@jim al-Muhaddithat”, 485.

3 |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:4.

" See, for example, the biography afins ibn al-Qssar. In theDurar we read: Yinus ibn Miéammad
ibn Yinus ibn Abal-Qasim alHarrani Abiz an-Nin ad-Dallal. Wulida sanat 650 wausmia ‘ala an-Najib
al-Harrani as-Sidis wal-ashir wal#adi ‘ashar min Muwfagatih wa min Al Bakr ibn al-Imad
Musafahatin wa haddath. Mita ff 12 Junada al-’Ula sanat 739. Ibn Hajar,ad-Durar, 4:488 (1340).
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more detailed in thélujam.”” On the other hand, some biographies are shorhen t
Mu jam but are much more detailed in tBairar.”® Sometimes the details added to a
biography complete the picture about the life afeatain scholar. For example, in the
biography of Aamad ibn‘Umar ibn ‘Afaf al-‘Attar, included in theMu jam, Ibn Hajar
adds that he suffered from a slight form of blire@hen he was of an old age. He also
adds that alAttar was an experienced pharmacist. Both pieces ofnmdtion are not
included in his biography in thBurar. This opens the possibility that he in fact worked
on theMu jam and added information to it, even after having ptated theDurar. Now
we have a complete picture about'Attar. By stating that he was blind, people are
warned against relying much on reports from himyvikig had some experience in
pharmacy is an indication of the vast knowledge #haAttar had even in non-religious
sciences.

Ibn Hajar shows an interest in mentioning the relati@ween him and the
biographee. For example, in the biography of IbiKayal, he says: "I compiled a
mashyakhaHor him, which contains the biographies of 80 teas.”’ We can also
notice that in both works, IbHajar attaches great value to mentioning the pesstates
of birth and death. If there is more than one [mky, he records them all without
giving the reference. The usual term used in thsecsqila (it is said)’® Ibn Hajar's
reliability becomes evident by reading therar and theMu jam hand in hand with the
sources referred to by him wherever this is feasilduch a comparison proves his
reliability in excerpting other works, which enables to obtain trustworthy references to
and extracts from works non-extant or data on astbhoknown to us. If we pay special
attention to female biographies, we can notice thathe Durar Ibn Hajar was very
careful to state whether a female biographee wodssdu;addithaor not. However, he
left out this item in the biography of 3 female dniapheeg? while in theMu jam of Ash-

In the Mu jam we read: Yinus ibn Miammad ibn ¥nus al-Qasar al-Hariri Abiz an-Nzn Badr ad-On
ad-Dallal, samia min an-Najb ath-Thilith min Mashayakhatih @Sughra as-Sidis wal-'ashir wal-zadr
‘ashar min Muwfagatih wa samia ay/an min Al Bakr ibn al-Imad Musafaiatin, wa haddath.
Mawliduhu sanat khamsin wa sittiah wa mat if thani ‘ashar Jumda al-’4khira min sanat tis wa
thalathin wa sab mi’ah." Ibn Hajar,Mu‘jam Maryam no. 323.
5 See, for example, IbHajar,ad-Durar, 2:326, (2287). We readAbd ar-Ra&man ibn Isn 7 ibn Aimad
ibn ‘Abd Allzh ibn Misa al-Maqdis Zayn ad-Dn Ahi Muzammad wulida sanat .... Wasmia ‘ala al-
Yaldazni wa haddath wa nata ..." In the Mujam Maryamwe read:" ‘Abd ar-Ra&man ibn Isn@ 7 ibn
Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Alizh al-Maqdig ibn as-Saffr al- ‘Arzar Zayn ad-On samia min Ibzhim ibn Khall Juz
Ibn al-Furat wa Nuskhat AbMushirwaJuz' Ibn Ubayy al-Fudit wa ‘ala Ibn ‘Abd ad-0i'im wa ‘ala al-
Yaldani Juz Ibn ‘Arafah wa‘ala Ibn ‘Abd adDga’im wa lbn ‘Abd atHadr wa Khatb Mardz Juz Bakr ibn
Bakkir wa samia min hi’ula’ ghayra dlalik wa min ghayrihim wa ajza lahu as-Sibwa MWzammad ibn
Anjab wa lbn Bam wal-Mundhif wa Ibn ‘Abd asSakim wa ghayrihim wakaddatha mawliduhuif
Ramalan sanata sitt wa arban wa sittmiah wa tuffiya f sadis ‘ashar shahr Rat al- ‘Awaal sanata sab
wa fishrin wa sab mi’ah." (Biography no. 135).
8 For example, we read in théu jam: "Asmi’ bint Yaiqib ibn Atmad ibn Yagib ibn ‘Abd Allzh ibn ‘Abd
ar-Raarman al-Mugri’." (Biography no. 63) While we read in tBaurar: "Asni’ bint Yaqib ibn Aimad
ibn ‘Abd Alizh ibn ‘Abd arRahnén al-Halabiyyat al-al thumma al-Miriyyah al-maraf waliduha bi 1bn
as-Sabuni tukrg Umm al-Fall ukdirat f7 ath-Thilitha ‘ala al-‘1zz al-Rarathi wa haddathat wa matat 7
sr;ﬁlith ‘asharSafar sanat 762 wa gqadidat ‘ala t-Tis ‘in arrakhahi Ibn Rifi <" Ibn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:361.
Ibid., 1:76.
8 In theMu jam Maryam see biographies no. 87, 90, 139, and 141. IiDtar, see 1:70 (187), 1:223-4
(573), 1:477 (1289), 2:27 (1537), 4:26 (71), 4:30Q), 4:64-5 (184), 4: 125 (324), 4:168 (450),
9 |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 2:103 (1701), 2:126 (1782), 4:399 (1098)
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Shaykhah Maryam the position of the same biograpleégladth transmission is well
documented® The preceding discussion supports the possittitigt Ibn Hajar never
made any use of thklujam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam at all. There may be a very
simple explanation for this, for instance that gegpers of his draft had been put in a
place where he did not succeed to trace them.

3.5. TheMu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryam and Similar ContemporaryWorks

Upon comparing thélu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryamith similar contemporary
works, | will try to point out the different styles compilingMu jam ash-Shuykh in the
age of IbnHajar. This will tell us about how certain detailsre collected and how each
compiler came by his information. If we compare Majam Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
with one of its contemporamu jamssuch as that ofa] ad-Din as-Subk(d. 771/1369),
the following remarks are pertinent. Boltfu jams were compiled by a student of the
author. TheMu jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam had been compiled by hedestt Ibn
Hajar, that of as-Subkby his student Ibn Sa as-Salihi (d. 759/1357). Both Ibitlajar
and Ibn Sa &-Salihi compiledMu jams for other male and female scholars.tAdl-
Mahasin alHusayn (d. 765/1364) said about Ibn ‘8a"And he compiledroujamsand
mashyakhalsfor many of his teachers and colleagu®slbn Sad as-Salihi compiled
mashyakhahfor ‘A’ishah a-Salihiyyah, ‘Abd atKarim ibn ‘Abd atKarim ibn ‘Abd a-
Rahnin al-Bdlabaki (d. 760/1%8)2% ‘Abd ar-Raim ibn ‘Abd alWahtib as-Salmal-
Ba'labkki (d. 737/1337¥2 and Yasuf ibn Yawya ‘Abd ar-Raman ibn Najm al-Arari
(751/1350)* Ibn Kathr attributes Ibn Sa's interest in compiling thenashyakhaso the
fact he had a good knowledge of the nameajnf’ of Hadith and their transmittefS.
Apart from theMu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryartbn Hajar also compiled, among others,
the Mashyakhatof al-Qibibi and Ftimah®®

Ibn Sad al-Arsari died in 759/1357, that is 12 years before theldeffs-Subk
In fact, as-Subikhad seen a draft of hidu jam and made comments orfitlbn Sad al-
Ansari read the 16 gatherings of thMufjam in the presence of as-Sabkhe first
gathering in seven sessions, the second in nirstossg® In the case of th#lu jam of
Ash-Shaykhah Maryam, it is true that IHajar finished its compilation in 803/1400, that

8 See biographies no. 97, 10330

8 Muhammad ibn‘AlT ibn alHasan aHusayn, Dhayl Tadhkirat alf/uffaz (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyyah, 1998), 60.

82 For his biography, see as-S@iu jam ash-Shugkh, 257.

8 For his biography, see Ibn dmad, Shadhaiit adh-Dhahab6:225.

8 Mu jam ash-Shugkh li Tgj ad-Din ‘Abd al-Wahhb ibn ‘Ali as-Subk ed. Bashsir ‘Awwad Ma'riif and
others (Beirut: Br al-Gharb al-l1ddmi, 2004), 16. For the biography ofaSuf ibn Yawya, see as-Sulik
Mu jam ash-Shugkh, 591-20.

8 |sma‘1l ibn ‘Umar Ibn Katlir, Al-Bidayah wa an-Niliyah (Cairo: Dar Ihya’ at-Tuith al- Arabi, 1988),
14:236.

8 For other works compiled by IHfiajar, see Chapter 3.

87 As-Subk added to thé/u jam the biographies of Khalibn Aybak a-Safad (entry no. 47), Khal ibn
Kaykald al-‘Ala’1 (entry no. 48), Amad ibn Mthammad ibn‘Abd ar-Raman al-'Asjad (entry no. 33),
and Jibrl ibn Yaqat al-Masr1 (entry no. 45). The comments made by as-Satay be in the form of adding
some moreajzz’ or books which he heard from a certain teacklerjam ash-Shugkh, 17.

8 Mu jam ash-Shuykh, 17.
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is 2 years before the death of Ash-Shaykhah Maryamit is not clear whether she had
seen a draft of it or not, nor whether it had bessad to her.

The Mujam of as-Subk includes the biographies of 172 male and female
teachers, and is arranged alphabetically. The &ptges of female teachers come at the
end of the biographies of male teachers, not ipggsed among them, as is the case of
the Mujam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam. The total number of fem@achers in the
Mu jam of as-Subkis twenty, but in théVu jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam there are 28
female teachers.

The compiler of theMu jam of as-Subkdivides each biography into three main
parts. In the first part he gives some detailshengersonal life of the biographee. This
includes his/her lineage, his/her teachers, wheduddt heard from him/her, his/her
educational background, and what other scholarsaseyt him/her, and the date of
his/her death and birth. His main sources for plait are as-Sulbk as-Tabagit al-Kubra,
al-Birzalt's Mu jam ash-Shuykh, and adh-Dhahals Mu jam ash-Shuykh. In the second
part, the compiler lists a report which as-Subéard from his teacher. In the third part,
the compiler locates this report in tHacdth collections based on al-Mizz Tukfat al-
Ashiaf.2? What is unique about this part is that the compjlees many details about the
report quoted and its authenticity. He might expldifficult words in the text or give a
short biography of the transmitter from al-MigZ ahdHb al-Kamal .

Another unique feature of thdu jam of as-Subkis that the compiler gives the
year in which as-Sublheard a certaifladth from his teacher or the year in which he
was awarded amjazah by the teacher. In many entries we réadh ajaza lami fi
sanati...” (and he awarded us #azahin the year of...f* The compiler of thvlujam
of as-Subk lists all the reports which as-Sdbtkeard from or read to his teachers. This
aspect is missing in the case of e jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam. But lbHajar
listed these reports in other books suchaadlajma’ al-Mu’assis litMujam at
Mufahras®
Usually, a biography of the author olVai jam, or of the person for whom tidu jam

was compiled, is provided within tidu jam. Such a biography can tell us about the
places the author or the main protagonist visiéd, the people he/she met. It also gives
us an idea about the way of life he/she led, tlemtsvof his/her time he/she was involved
in, and the sort of company he/she kept. Unforelgathe compilers of th®lu jam of
Ash-Shaykhah Maryam and thMu jam of as-Subkdid not include a biography for the
authors for whom th#&lu jamshave been compiled.

8 1n very few entries, he quotdtusnad Amad Sunan al-Bayhaitgnd theMustadrakof al-Hakim.

% For comments on the narrators, 8&ejam as-Subk 173, 217, 249, 250, 261, 266, 272, 274, 276, and
296. For comments made by IH@&jar on the narrators, see for example biograpiies8, 61, and 243. In
one case |Ibiajar identifies the name of one transmitter refitein theisnad by hiskunyahand family
name. See the report quoted in biography no. 125.

1 See, for exampléylu jam as-Subik 40, 65, 75, 82, 130, 142, 171, 176, 200, 212,

92 Seeal-Majma’ al-Mu’assis lil-Mujam al-Mufahras 400-5.
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