Cover Page

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/19045 holds various files of this Leiden University
dissertation.

Author: Oelze, Viktoria Martha

Title: Mobility and diet in Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age Germany : evidence from
multiple isotope analysis

Issue Date: 2012-06-06


https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/19045

10. Acknowledgements

First of all, I would like to thank the people who gave me the opportunity to start my PhD at the
MPI for Evolutionary Anthropology. Since the first time | heard about the MPI-EVA and visited
the Kohler Primate Research Center in the Leipzig Zoo as an undergraduate student of
anthropology in 2002, | hoped that one day | could work at this fantastic institution. Mike
Richards invited me to join his research group and offered me a PhD project that perfectly
matched my university education background and interest. He gave me the opportunity to learn
more about isotopes and archaeological science in one of the best isotope laboratories in Europe.
This project was initiated and developed by Julia Koch and supervised and coordinated by
Sabine Rieckhoff from the Department of Pre- and Protohistory at Leipzig University. | give
sincerely thanks for their efforts in making this project fruitful. The German Federal Ministry for
Education and Science is acknowledged for funding this PhD thesis from August 2008 to July
2011. | thank Jean-Jaques Hublin for welcoming me in his department and for supporting me in
finishing my PhD thesis.

During my PhD studies at the department of Human Evolution, my supervisor Mike Richards
supported my ideas and refocused my thoughts when | got discouraged. | am grateful to Mike for
the chance to work with, and learn from the best researchers in this field. Among these great
people, 1 would like to thank Olaf Nehlich, for encouraging me to apply for a position at the
MPI-EVA in the first place, helping me to get started in the laboratory and introducing me to my
new colleagues. Kate Britton was not only a good friend with an inspiring English accent and
attitude, but also an experienced colleague that always had good comments on laboratory issues
and scientific writing. | thank her for her patience in reading my papers and for her helpful
suggestions as well as for many lovely evenings. Moreover, | thank Vaughan Grimes for
patiently introducing me to the strontium extraction procedure in the ultraclean laboratory
although he was packing up his home to move to Newfoundland. I also thank Ben Fuller, Maura
Pellegrini, Marcello Mannino and Colin Smith for their encouraging advice, and Annabell
Reiner, Sven Steinbrenner, Steff Bosel and Steffi Albert for help in the lab. | thank Silke
Streiber, Conny Schicke, and most of all Diana Carstens for their kindness and administrative
support. Furthermore, | thank Collin Moore and Rebecca Kinaston for proof reading parts of this

thesis.

129



The Department of Human Evolution at the MPI-EVVA has been an inspiring place to work, not
only because of the different research areas and nationalities, but mainly because of the people
working here. Especially, I thank Nicolas for several years of controversial, absurd and mostly
boozy conversations in this ivory tower of knowledge. Thanks for being a true buddy to me and
Sandro. I thank my fellow PhDs Tamara, Domingo, Collin and Andre for many occasions when
we had a good time. And | thank Sarah for being a pleasant and quiet desk neighbor over the

years.

At this point it is also time to thank my family for their support. My parents Michael and
Konstanze have always believed in me, although I sometimes got lost finding out what | want to
do and what profession I want to choose. I don’t really know how they managed that, but I am
very grateful to them for not letting me down, and encouraging me to go my own way. | am glad
to see their happiness and pride about how things worked out and yet I know I should call more
often...I dedicate this thesis to my parents, as it would not have happened without their support.

| also dedicate this work to my Omutti (grandmother) Annegret, who was not able to experience
me finishing my masters in Mainz and moving to Leipzig for my PhD. She would have been
amazed by the fact that I moved back to our family’s roots and live in a city she has visited many
times as a young woman, going to tea dance or the opera. | would have liked to tell her how
much | feel at home here and how well I get along with the people from Saxony with their weird

accents. | guess she would have smiled about my emotionalism.

And finally, I thank Sandro for everything. After seeing my unique chance to start a PhD at the
MPI, he was willing to leave behind his unfinished university studies, job, friends and family, to
start something new together. Doing that was anything but granted and | deeply acknowledge the
personal sacrifices he made for our relationship. I consider myself very lucky; being aware that’s
more an exception than the rule. Further, | thank Sandro for taking care of maintaining
friendships with old friends and socializing new contacts to so many fabulous and interesting
people in Leipzig. He ensured me a healthy social life during my PhD work and | am very
grateful for that. Last, | thank him for the many proof readings and corrections of papers,
presentations and whatnot in both English and German. | hope one day | can recompense all the

time and nerves he spent.

130



