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Preface

During the spring of 2004 I started research for a book on the history of naval archi-
tectural developments in the Netherlands and their impact on Dutch whaleships. In
my quest for information I was confirmed in my opinion that a fair amount was writ-
ten about Dutch whaling during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Likewise,
an impressive number of articles and books dwelling on modern, twentieth-century
whaling had been published in more recent years. Amid these two fields of study the
gap in maritime historiography regarding the nineteenth century could hardly be
overlooked. As I will demonstrate in the following pages, this gap could not be caused
by sheer lack of sources. Granted, no archival records seem to have survived directly
related to the organisation and finances of the companies and individuals discussed
in this thesis. However, thanks to an abundance of other types of sources I have been
able to present — figuratively speaking — a dissection, an anatomy rather, of the body
of people involved in conducting whaling and sealing activities to the Arctic region
and the South Seas during the period 1815 to 1885. These people were of royal descent,
had governmental responsibilities, or had entrepreneurial and navigational skills. All
in all, the following pages will show a wide array of characters and nationalities.

Despite the existence of three handfuls of logbooks and journals, sealers and
whalers apparently seldom wrote about their greasy business. Thus, I had to rely on
memoirs of whalemen and sealers, conveyed to third parties many years after the ac-
tual voyages had occurred. Also, I did not come across a large number of contempo-
rary man-made artefacts related to the two industries. When appropriate I used the
few objects I did find as historical sources, or as tangible manifestations of man’s
awareness of the relative importance of the whale and seal hunt.

It was by no means difficult to conceive the idea for this thesis. In contrast, to find
and, consequently, analyse the data retrieved from the many archives was much hard-
er and could not have been done without the assistance of many old and new friends
and colleagues in this country and abroad. Many employees of museums, archives,
and libraries frequently went out of their way to smooth the path to discoveries of data.
The flexibility and interest of staff at the Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam,
my current employer, was unsurpassed.

o
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First and foremost, thanks are due to Willem Bijleveld and Henk Dessens, direc-
tor and deputy director, respectively, of the Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Am-
sterdam. Both men were instrumental in supporting my research from the outset.
Throughout the many months of research and writing, Willem continuously demon-
strated keen interest in my findings. I also vividly remember the various enlightening
discussions with Henk. Secondly, I wish to express my gratitude to the Board of
Trustees of this museum for facilitating means for my research. Thirdly, my colleagues
Elisabeth Spits, Diederick Wildeman each in their own way, frequently showed in-
terest in my intellectual pursuit. Elzelien Streef and Anton Oortwijn, together with Ok
Uhlenbeck and Louis Horneman, two volunteers of the museum’s library, were tire-
less in providing books and articles. A special word of gratitude is directed to Evelien
Ros, who went through the pain-staking job of compiling the index.

Thanks are also due to a number of museum colleagues outside the Nederlands
Scheepvaartmuseum. I am very grateful to Hugo ter Avest of the municipal museum
Het Hannemahuis in Harlingen, for putting me up and putting up with me; to cura-
tor Hester Wandel of the Zaans Museum, for retrieving data concerning artefacts in
that museum’s collection; to René Dekker, Kees van de Blom, and Nicole Voogd, af-
filiated with Naturalis, Leiden, for facilitating research and photography; to Luuk Eek-
hout of Het Nationaal Rijtuigenmuseum in Leek; and to Jan Piet Puype, Mark van
Hattum, and Harm Steevens of the Legermuseum in Delft. Also, thanks are due to Ron
Brand, librarian at the Maritiem Museum Rotterdam, and Ben Schoenmaker of the
Nederlands Instituut voor Militaire Historie, The Hague. I also would like to express
my gratitude to mrs. Ineke Vonk who very kindly shared the results of her research on
whalemen from the island of Texel with me, and to Kees Paul who sent me copies of
his documents regarding the Logan.

Abroad, director Ann Brengle and her staff, in particular, at the New Bedford
Whaling Museum (NBWM) in New Bedford, Massachusetts, were extremely stimu-
lating and helpful. Furthermore, I received much-appreciated assistance from Mike
Dyer and Laura Perreira of the Research Library of the NBWM.

My trip to the German island of Fohr in September of 2006 was extremely re-
warding, not in the least because of the kind and hospitable manner in which Jutta
Kollbaum-Weber, director of the local Dr. Carl Hiberlin-Friesenmuseum in Wyk auf
Fohr, and her staff welcomed me. Later, in the summer of 2007, the Ferring-Stiftung
kindly invited me to share the results of my research with the islanders.

Over the years I have blatantly abused employees affiliated with a number of
archives with my perpetual questions and requests. In Leeuwarden, the provincial
archives at Tresoar were of utmost importance. I cordially thank Martin Kwast, Otto
Weijsenfeld, Evelien Knop and Marjan Leeuwerke, Civil servants employed by the
City of Harlingen. They wholeheartedly welcomed me every time I came to work with

o
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their rich municipal archival records. No less committed to my cause were the em-
ployees of the municipal archives in Amsterdam. I would specifically like to thank
Pieter Flinkenflogel for being such a fine intermediary between me and the sources.
In the municipal archives at Koog aan de Zaan, Bob Kernkamp was of invaluable help
regarding the deployment of sources. The municipal archives in Rotterdam, though
less widely explored, were a treasure chest thanks to Marcia Zaaijer and her helpful col-
leagues. In archives abroad I benefited from the good services provided by colleagues
in New Bedford and Mystic Seaport Museum, Mystic, Connecticut. In Scotland, the
electronic highway enabled me to link up with Angus Johnson (Archival Services, Ler-
wick, Shetland Islands). Angus very kindly checked contemporary sources for data on
Bottemanne’s activities in and around Lerwick in the 1870s, although in vain.

On the other side of the Atlantic, I am much indebted to John Curtis Perry
(Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy, Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts) and
Felipe Fernandez-Armesto (History Department, Tufts University) for their hospital-
ity, friendship, and willingness to share their wisdom. I am equally grateful to Jelle van
Lottum for making a map of the Arctic whaling grounds and to Eric Stannard, who
copyedited my English and remained cheerful throughout the process.

Furthermore, I am most grateful to that group of fine individuals who, while rep-
resenting themselves and not so much their institutions, have shared their talents,
knowledge, and ideas through correspondence or via conversation. I express my grat-
itude to my friends Marc van Berkel and Peter Diebels, my mother Anke Schokken-
broek-Moné, my in-laws David Smit and Jeanne Smit-Kwint, and to my American
colleagues and friends Judith N. Lund, Gare B. Reid, Lisa Davidson, Jeff Davis, Bill Pe-
terson (senior curator, Mystic Seaport Museum), James Carlton, Glenn Gordinier
(both involved in the Mystic Williams College Program in Mystic, Connecticut), Dan
Finamore, Sam Scott, and George Schwartz (the “three graces” at the Maritime His-
tory Department, Peabody Essex Museum, Salem, Massachusetts) and Klaus
Barthelmess (Cologne). I also thank my publisher Marti Huetink, for providing ideas
and paper. Finally, I wish to thank Remmelt Daalder and Piet Middelkoop, who, as
two of very few, dared to read the manuscript front to back — and survived.

Jeanine, Janneke, Josefien, and Justus; as your father I could not be more proud
on how the four of you managed to cope with the hectic frenzy I frequently — through
my time consuming and energy consuming activities — have imposed upon you. I am
indebted to all four of you for the patience you so eminently displayed. I wish to con-
clude by expressing my heartfelt thanks to Josje, my ‘best three quarters’. She was there
for me on the many moments I could not be there for her. It is to her — of course — that
I dedicate this thesis.
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Portrait of master C.J. Bottemanne (1829-1906), ca. 1885. Caspar Josephus Botte-

manne was the first Dutch whaleman to actually introduce new technology in whal-

ing and sealing. Photograph.

Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam ..............ceeeeieinnnnnnnnn. 147
Depiction of the Nautical College in Amsterdam, ca. 1790. During the nineteenth

century several whaling companies requested pupils from the Nautical College in
Amsterdam. Painting on panel. Anonymous artist. Loan from private collection.
Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam. Inventory number RB.o452 ......... 187
Portrait of a pupil from the Nautical College in Amsterdam, ca. 1830. Pupils involved

in the whaling and sealing industries must have been dressed the way this anonymous
pupil is portrayed. Lithograph by Jean Baptiste Madou (1796-1877).

Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam. Inventory number A.1080 (01) ... .... 189
Page from journal kept by master Hendrik Rickmers on board the whaleship Spits-

bergen (II), 1832. Between 1830 and 1841, Rickmers served the Groenlandse en Straat-
davidse Visscherij Sociéteit en Barend Visser & Son. He kept journals of all his whal-

ing voyages.

Dr. Carl Héberlin Friesenmuseum, Wyk auf Fohr, Féhr (Germany) ............... 207
Map of the whaling and sealing grounds in the Arctic. This map, compiled by Jelle van
Lottum, is based on data derived from the journals kept by Hendrik Rickmers between
1830 and 1840. Rickmers only mentions latitudes, no longitudes. Therefore, the loca-

tions indicated on this map are estimates ..............c.uuuiieeeeeennnnnnnnnn. 210
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Glossary

Duim = inch = 2.54 centimeters

El = 68.8 centimeters (Amsterdam el)

Fust = vat, or barrel.

Kwarteel = 232.8 litres

N.V. (Naamloze Vennootschap) = stockholding company
Partenrederij = company with fractional ownership

Resident = high ranking European civil servant in the Dutch East Indies
Steekan = %2 of a kwarteel

Wanvangst = the return of a whaleship empty



00 voorwerk 19-02-2008 13:57 Pagina 18 $

Abbreviations

FM Dr. Carl Haberlin Friesenmuseum, Wyk auf Fohr, Fohr (Germany)
SAA Stadsarchief Amsterdam (municipal archives Amsterdam)

GAH Gemeentearchief Harlingen (municipal archives Harlingen)

GAR Gemeentearchief Rotterdam (municipal archives Rotterdam)

GS Gedeputeerde Staten van Friesland (Representatives of the Province of Friesland)
HH Gemeentemuseum Het Hannemahuis, Harlingen (Municipal Museum)
KB Koninklijk Besluit (Royal Decree)

LC Leeuwarder Courant

NA Nationaal Archief (National Archives, The Hague)

NBMW New Bedford Whaling Museum, New Bedford, Massachussetts (USA)
NHM Nederlandsche Handel-Maatschappij

TL Tresoar Leeuwarden

WS Waterschout (Harbour master)



