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During the spring of 2004 I started research for a book on the history of naval archi-
tectural developments in the Netherlands and their impact on Dutch whaleships. In
my quest for information I was confirmed in my opinion that a fair amount was writ-
ten about Dutch whaling during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Likewise,
an impressive number of articles and books dwelling on modern, twentieth-century
whaling had been published in more recent years. Amid these two fields of study the
gap in maritime historiography regarding the nineteenth century could hardly be
overlooked. As I will demonstrate in the following pages, this gap could not be caused
by sheer lack of sources. Granted, no archival records seem to have survived directly
related to the organisation and finances of the companies and individuals discussed
in this thesis. However, thanks to an abundance of other types of sources I have been
able to present – figuratively speaking – a dissection, an anatomy rather, of the body
of people involved in conducting whaling and sealing activities to the Arctic region
and the South Seas during the period 1815 to 1885. These people were of royal descent,
had governmental responsibilities, or had entrepreneurial and navigational skills. All
in all, the following pages will show a wide array of characters and nationalities.

Despite the existence of three handfuls of logbooks and journals, sealers and
whalers apparently seldom wrote about their greasy business. Thus, I had to rely on
memoirs of whalemen and sealers, conveyed to third parties many years after the ac-
tual voyages had occurred. Also, I did not come across a large number of contempo-
rary man-made artefacts related to the two industries. When appropriate I used the
few objects I did find as historical sources, or as tangible manifestations of man’s
awareness of the relative importance of the whale and seal hunt.

It was by no means difficult to conceive the idea for this thesis. In contrast, to find
and, consequently, analyse the data retrieved from the many archives was much hard-
er and could not have been done without the assistance of many old and new friends
and colleagues in this country and abroad. Many employees of museums, archives,
and libraries frequently went out of their way to smooth the path to discoveries of data.
The flexibility and interest of staff at the Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam,
my current employer, was unsurpassed.

Preface
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the various courses set by the Dutch whaling expeditions to Dutch East Indian waters
and the Pacific Ocean. 
Derived from F.J.A. Broeze, ‘Whaling in the Southern oceans. The Dutch quest for
Southern whaling in the nineteenth century’, Economisch- en sociaal-historisch Jaar-
boek, vol. 10 (1977), 67  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89

6. Mansion of the Vas family, Wormerveer, ca. 1800. Watercolour by an anonymous artist.
Archief Koog aan de Zaan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

List of Illustrations

00 voorwerk  19-02-2008  13:57  Pagina 15



7. The whaleship Harlingen stuck in the ice of Melville Bay (Baffin Bay) in August 1826.
This ship, built in 1826 on Johan Alta’s shipyard in Harlingen, was lost on its maiden
voyage. After abandoning his ship captain Klaas Hoekstra and his crew first found
shelter on board the Dundee, master Robert Duncan. This vessel is depicted in the
background. Hoekstra eventually returned home in August 1827. Painting on canvas
by Herman Siderius (1819-1892), ca. 1850. 
Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam. Inventory number 2005.1543  . . . . . . . . 107

8. Portrait of whaling Captain Klaas Hoekstra, ca. 1810. Painting on panel by an anony-
mous artist. Private Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

9. Woollen hat of Captain Klaas Hoekstra, ca. 1826. After abandoning his ship
Harlingen, Hoekstra and his crew were forced to travel through parts of Greenland.
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Hannemahuis Harlingen. Inventory number 000267  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110

10. Portrait of master C.J. Bottemanne (1829-1906), ca. 1885. Caspar Josephus Botte-
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11. Depiction of the Nautical College in Amsterdam, ca. 1790. During the nineteenth
century several whaling companies requested pupils from the Nautical College in
Amsterdam. Painting on panel. Anonymous artist. Loan from private collection. 
Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam. Inventory number RB.0452  . . . . . . . . . 187

12. Portrait of a pupil from the Nautical College in Amsterdam, ca. 1830. Pupils involved
in the whaling and sealing industries must have been dressed the way this anonymous
pupil is portrayed. Lithograph by Jean Baptiste Madou (1796-1877). 
Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam. Inventory number A.1080 (01) . . . . . . . 189

13. Page from journal kept by master Hendrik Rickmers on board the whaleship Spits-
bergen (II), 1832. Between 1830 and 1841, Rickmers served the Groenlandse en Straat-
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Duim = inch = 2.54 centimeters
El = 68.8 centimeters (Amsterdam el)
Fust = vat, or barrel.
Kwarteel = 232.8 litres
N.V. (Naamloze Vennootschap) = stockholding company
Partenrederij = company with fractional ownership
Resident = high ranking European civil servant in the Dutch East Indies
Steekan = 1⁄12 of a kwarteel
Wanvangst = the return of a whaleship empty
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FM Dr. Carl Häberlin Friesenmuseum, Wyk auf Föhr, Föhr (Germany)
SAA Stadsarchief Amsterdam (municipal archives Amsterdam)
GAH Gemeentearchief Harlingen (municipal archives Harlingen)
GAR Gemeentearchief Rotterdam (municipal archives Rotterdam)
GS Gedeputeerde Staten van Friesland (Representatives of the Province of Friesland)
HH Gemeentemuseum Het Hannemahuis, Harlingen (Municipal Museum)
KB Koninklijk Besluit (Royal Decree)
LC Leeuwarder Courant
NA Nationaal Archief (National Archives, The Hague)
NBMW New Bedford Whaling Museum, New Bedford, Massachussetts (USA)
NHM Nederlandsche Handel-Maatschappij
TL Tresoar Leeuwarden
WS Waterschout (Harbour master)
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