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12 Body part locatives

Locative phrases can consist of a noun of reference followed by a body part
functioning as a locative, which in this thesis is called a ‘body part locative’. Body
part locatives are analyzed categorically as locatives in that the original body part
noun has become a grammaticalized form which no longer refers to person. In
5.2.4, it was shown that the vowels of inherently possessed body part nouns
correspond to the person possessing the nouns. Such body parts used as locatives
may have generalized first or second person vowels when used for the location of
third person nouns.

1) & an afda 451  deens.
3sN  staying tree up only
¢ .. as he remained in the tree.” (Nyee35)

In (1), 59/ “up’ is a body part locative with the same segmental form as 33/ ‘your
head (2sPs)’. The noun 35/ ‘your head’ is a second person singular inherently
possessed singular body part requiring a person marker vowel. In contrast, the
locative 99/ “up’ is used with the third singular noun #fif ‘tree’, and the vowel 20 no
longer refers to person. In this way, the body part has become grammaticalized as a
locative rather than as a body part. The second person vowel of the locative form
251 ‘up’ is random in that other body part locatives use first person or third person
vowels.

As will be discussed in 14.9.3, possession of body part nouns is different than for
other nouns in that the possessor precedes the body part (#én /iid ‘person’s leg’)
instead of following and in the genitive case (gadaa € 3én ‘basket of person.GEN’).
The construction of locative phrases with body part locatives resembles that of
possessed body parts—the body part follows the possessor and the body part
locative follows the noun of reference. However, since 55/ “‘up’ and other singular
body part locatives can describe the location of any singular person noun or
pronoun, the locative is a grammaticalized form which no longer refers to any
person.

In (2), body part nouns and the corresponding body part locatives are listed in both
singular and plural forms along with their meanings. All body part locatives have
the same segmental form as the corresponding body part noun; however, locatives
(a-c) which are inherently possessed body parts have different tone than the
corresponding body part nouns. Locatives which are inherently possessed body
parts include a person marker vowel only because the body part cannot occur
without one. The person marker vowel does not represent any person in its locative
usage unless the prepositional prefix @-is attached, as discussed shortly. As to
which of the three vowel-person forms the grammticalized body part employs,
appears random. The locative of (a) uses the third person vowel, the locative of (b)
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uses the second person vowel, and the locative of (c) can use either the first or third
person vowel in singular locative form, but only the first person vowel in plural
form.

(2) Body parts and corresponding body part locatives

Noun Noun LOC LOC
SG PL SG PL
(a) eelg iil-g ‘stomach.3P’ ¢é€lg filg ‘in, inside of’
(b) 331 uul-g ‘head.2P’ 551 tulg ‘above, over, on’
(c) aap/ dn-g/ ‘back. 1P/ aan/  dng ‘behind, in back of’
EEN iip-g back.3P’ €én
(d) bal bal-g ‘vagina’ b3l  balg ‘under, beneath’
(¢) matn muu-gg  ‘face’ mil muugg  ‘before, in front of’
(g) bént bgp-aagg ‘side’ begn; bepaagg ‘next to, beside

In each example of (3), a body part locative follows the noun of reference. The
body part locative agrees in number with the head noun—plural in (a) and singular
in (b-d).

(3) Body part locatives

(a) u=nil gar=a saugg iilg € gara fédand jegg=a
2pN=know place=DEF market in where placed things=DEF
‘Do you know the place in the market where things . . > (Fand27)

(b) & maa iiy 3 an mdsdr )|
3sN prides 3sR 3sN stay horse up
¢ .. taking pride in himself as he sits up on the horse.” (Minj14)

(c) faa na bel cdd33dd.-e¢én, € an 231 bal
old REL.SG called Joojo-3sO 3sN staying tree.type beneath
‘An old man named Joojo was sitting under a Gai tree.” (Jooj3)

(d) & ragg 5l mul
3sN stop hole front
‘He stopped in front of the hole.” (Goat17-18)

When body part locatives are used with pronouns of reference instead of nouns of
reference, the object pronoun is attached to the verb and the prepositional prefix g-
‘to’ attaches to the body part locative, as will be discussed in 11.4. Body part
locatives with pronominal reference are also called locative prepositional pronouns,
as discussed in 5.7.

In (4), the third singular object pronoun =7attaches to the verb. The prepositional
prefix @- marks the body part locative as indicating a pronoun as well as a location,
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and thus the vowel e¢ indicates the third person singular pronoun (d-£¢n ‘to behind
him’).

(4 ald=a 3 pard=i d-éép
fox=DEF 3sN jump=3sAM PpP-behind.3sO
‘Fox jumped behind him.” (Goat12)

If instead the meaning were ‘Fox jumped behind (over) you’, the construction d-39n
(PP-behind.2sO; locative prepositional pronoun) would have been used. If the
meaning were ‘Fox jumped on his back’ the construction d-£&n (PP-back.3sPs;
possessed body part) with Low tone would have been used [see also (6d) of 11.4]. If
the meaning were ‘Fox jumped behind the tree’, the construction pdrds ifii één
(jump tree behind; body part locative) would have been used.

Locative phrases are adjuncts of the verb and are equivalent in function to adverbs
of place such as fe ‘there, here’ discussed in 13.3. However, since locative phrases
have a different construction than adverbs of place, they are analyzed as separate
lexical categories.

Although body part locatives are analyzed as separate morphemes, the initial vowels
of some body part locatives are sometimes elided, undergo [ATR] changes, and
undergo tone changes similar to those of clitics, depending on the nouns they follow.
A summary of these changes is given here with reference to the list of (5), and
examples follow in the next sections. Elision and [ATR] changes only occur in the
singular body part locative of (5a) and to a lesser extent in the singular locatives of
(b-c). The changes mostly depend on the speed of the utterance, but also on the final
segments of the nouns the locatives follow. Tonal changes in body part locatives
nearly always take place, regardless of the speed of utterance. However, there are
no tonal changes for the singular locative of (g) and the plural locatives of (d-g) with
underlying initial Low tone. The examples that follow represent fast speech and
demonstrate the most possible changes.

(5) Body part locatives
LOCSG LOCPL

(a) éélg filg ‘in, inside of”

(b) 33l aulg ‘above, over, on’
(c) aap/één  dang ‘behind, in back of
(d) bal balg ‘under, beneath’
() mau muugg  ‘before, in front of’

(g) beng bgnaagg ‘next to, beside
12.1 Segmental formation of body part locatives

The body part locatives £€/g ‘in’ and 55/ ‘above’ attach to singular nouns with
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stem-final approximant J, evidenced by the vowel quality change of the locative
vowel in (6b) and (d). However, the body part locative 447/£€n ‘behind’ is separate
from singular nouns as vowel quality of the locative never changes.

(6)

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)

Singular body part locatives £€g ‘in’, 55/ ‘above’, 44p/€én ‘behind’
on singular nouns with stem-final J

NSG NSG‘in’ N SG ‘above’
a40  jaad=4¢élg  3aad =153l
m330 m33d=1{ilg md30=nul
mEES mEED=¢£€lg mEED =351
kaad kuud=iilg kaad=uul
yaad yaad=¢elg yaad=>3l

N SG ‘behind’

7340 4an 7440 één

m33d 4an  m330 één
mEEO 44n mEED één
koud ad4n  kaud één
yaad aan  yaad €en

‘old clothes’
‘grandfather’
‘tree type’
‘shadow’
‘sister’

Body part locatives attached to monosyllabic underlying approximant-final stems
are shown in (7). In (a-e), the singular body part locatives either cause the
underlying-final approximant to surface as such or elide the approximant. The
vowel of the locatives £€/g ‘in’ and 55/ ‘above’ take the [ATR] quality of the noun
to which they attach. However, the body part locative a471/€n ‘behind’ is separate
from singular nouns as vowel quality of the locative does not change in (f-h).

(7) Singular body part locatives £€lg ‘in’, 55/ ‘above’, d4n/€én ‘behind’

on monosyllabic underlying approximant-final stems

Stem- N N SG N SG N SG

final SG ‘in’ ‘above’ ‘behind’
(a) ao/aw/ kad  kaw=gelg ka.=23dl kaw aan  ‘hyena’
(b) aao/aaw/ baad baaw=gelg baa.=233l baaw aan  ‘father’
(c) eo/ew/ bgd bew=¢Elg be. =50l béw aan  ‘tree type’
(d) ae/ay/ tag ta. = &€lg ta =231 tay aan ‘giraffe’
(¢) aae/aay/ saag saa=E§¢lg saa. =351 saay 4an  ‘coconut’
(f) o0i/ooy mdd mddi=ilg mddi.=uul mddiaan ‘farm fence’
(g) ui/uy/ mii  mii=ilg mii.=0dl maiadp  ‘wildebeest’
(h) uui/uuy/ pudi  pob.=iilg  podl.=adl  poadi aap ‘leopard’

Similarly, in monosyllabic long vowel-final stems, the vowel of the locatives £€/g
‘in” and 59/ ‘above’ take the [ATR] quality of the noun to which they attach, but
a4p/égn ‘behind’ is separate.

(8) Singular body part locatives £¢lg ‘in’, 55/ ‘above’, 44n/€én ‘behind’
on monosyllabic long vowel-final stems

Stem- NSG NSG N SG N SG

final ‘in’ ‘above’ ‘behind’

€ r€€  ree.=¢€lg  ree =351 reEdan  ree één ‘cotton’
a maa maa.=g€lg maa. =31 mdaaap maagen ‘house’
b) 55 t55.=¢€€lg  135.=351  td5dan  t35€ép  ‘cow’
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Stem- NSG NSG N SG N SG
final ‘in’ ‘above’ ‘behind’
i i i =Tilg fii.=qaal il aan #i €&n ‘turkey’
) wad wad.=fiilg w3d3.=udl w>33a4an w33 éép ‘shade’
u but  buu.=iilg buu.=uul buuaan buu gep ‘chicken
coop roof”’

The body part locative £€/g ‘in’ can attach to polysyllabic singular nouns with stem-
final vowel. Following some nouns with final long vowel such as in (9a,c), the
initial long vowel of the locative is elided. With other nouns such as (b) there can be
partial elision. There can also be elision of noun short-final vowels as in (g,i,j). In
(d,f,h,k), the locative is separate, evidenced by the vowel quality of the locative not
changing to [+ATR]. In (e), it is ambiguous whether the locative attaches or not.
The locative 39/ ‘above’ attaches to vowel-final stems to a lesser extent than £€/g—
in these examples it is only attached in (j). The locative d47/€én ‘behind’ is always
separate.

(9) Singular body part locatives £€]g ‘in’, 55/ ‘above’, 44n/één ‘behind’
on polysyllabic vowel-final stems
Stem-  NSG N SG N SG N SG
final ‘in’ ‘above’ ‘behind’
(a) ee abbéé abbéé =1g abbég€ 551 abbé¢ aan ‘uncle’
(b) i arii ari.i=1lg arii 351 arii 4an ‘ostrich’
(¢) aa wadyaa waayad=Ig wadyaa 551 wadyad dan  ‘bird type’
(d) o0 gaulddd  gauldds gelg  gaulded 351  gduldds aan  “fish’
(e) mél3d méldd é€lg mélds 551 mél3d dan ‘sugar cane’
() uu 3yud 3yau éélg Sytd 331 3yaud aan ‘tooth brush’
(g a taaoa tadd = &€lg tadoda 331 taada aan ‘grandmother’
(h) » and ana E€lg and 331 3nd aan ‘little girl’
i o nsd dns = g€lg dnsd 331 dnsd aan ‘cooking
plate’
G wu kuuafa kuaf=iilg kaaf=val  kadafa dan ‘crushed
beans’
k) wo bt bud gtlg bud 331 bud aap ‘tree type’

The body part locative £€]g ‘in’ can attach to singular nouns with stem-final
consonants evidenced by [ATR] harmony, but the other vowel-initial singular
locatives remain separate.
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(10)  Singular body part locatives £€lg ‘in’, 55/ ‘above’, 44n/één ‘behind’
on singular nouns with stem-final consonants

Stem- N SG N SG N SG N SG
final ‘in’ ‘above’ ‘behind’
(a) bb #labb 1ilabb =1ilg #ildbb 351  3ilabb aan ‘water
spring’
b d maad maad = é€lg maad 351 maad aan ‘snake type’
(¢ d dad d3d=éélg dad 551 d3d aan ‘bird type’
d bimirij bimirijz ={ilg  bimirij bimirij ‘bird type’
351 aan
(e) gg kamaldgg kamaldgg = kamaldgg  kamaldgg ‘woman’
gslg 551 aan
() s mard3s mardds =£€€lg  mardds 351 mardds 4an  “spider’
(g8 m dsm dam =(iilg dam 3551 dam aan ‘Arab’
(h) n séen séen = E€lg séen 331 sé&n aan ‘ruler’
i n néeny néen=¢gelg néen 331 néen aan ‘spear type’
) r puar pur=iilg pur 351 pur aan ‘flower’
& 1 dondl dondl =¢elg ddndl 531 ddndl aap ‘millipede’

Regardless of the stem-final segments, the plural body part locatives i7lg ‘in’, dillg
‘above’, and 39n1¢ ‘behind’ of (6-10) do not undergo changes and are thus analyzed
as separate words from the preceding plural nouns. Singular locatives are also
presented for comparison.

(11) Body part locative £¢/g ‘in’ and g ‘in’

on various segment-final singular and plural nouns
Suffix N SG NPL NSG ‘in’ NPL ‘in’
-gg waar wéar-g wadr éélg waar-g filg ‘insect’
-gg waayaa wadyaa-gg wadyaa-lg wadyaa-gg filg  ‘bird’
-gg kauafa kaufa-gg kaaf-iilg kaafi-gg filg ‘beans’
-Agg céld céld-agg céld éélg céld-ag filg ‘broom’
-EEgg pur pur-iigg pur-iilg pur-figg filg ‘flower’
-AAgg 1l il-33gg il eglg il-93gg ilg ‘horn’
-AAd kamaldgg  kamaldgg-aad  kamaldgg kamaldgg-aad ‘woman’

gelg iilg

-d abbéé abbée-d abbéé-lg abbée-d filg ‘uncle’
-d/-gg gdrmu-d gormu-gg gdrmu-d €€lg  gdrmu-gg iilg ‘insect’

-Ed/-gg  in-id 1in-g #in-id-iilg 1in-g filg ‘louse’
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(12) Body part locative 55/ ‘above’ and zillg ‘above’

on various segment-final singular and plural nouns
Suffix N SG NPL N SG ‘above’  NPL ‘above’
-gg waar waar-g waar 531 waar-g uulg
-gg waayaa wadyaa-gg wadyaa 551 wadyaa-gg uulg
-gg kaafa kaafa-gg kaaf=dl kuafa-gg uulg
-Agg céld céld-agg céld 531 céld-agg uaulg
-EEgg pur pur-figg pur 351 pur-figg tulg
-AAgg 1l il-35gg 11 331 il-35gg tulg
-AAd kamaldgg  kamaldgg-aad  kamaldgg kamaldgg-aad

551 tlg

-d abbéé abbég-d abbéé¢ 531 abbég-d uulg
-d/-gg gdrmu-d gdrmil-gg gdrmi-d 331  gdrmu-gg tulg
-Ed/-gg  tin-id 1in-g 1in-id 331 1in-g ublg

(13) Body part locative 44n/én ‘behind’ and 83ng ‘behind’
on various final segments of singular and plural nouns

Suffix ~ NSG NPL NSG ‘behind” N PL ‘behind’
-gg waar waar-g Waar aan waar-g d3ang
-gg wadyaa wadyaa-gg wéadyaa dan wadyaa-gg dng
-gg kaafa kaafa-gg kaafa dan kuafa-gg d9ng
-Agg céld céld-agg céld aan céld-ag d3ng
-EEgg  pur pur-iigg pur aan pur-iigg dang
-AAgg 1l il-33gg il aap i1-35gg 33ng
-AAd kamaldgg kamaldgg-aad kamaldgg aan kamaldgg-aad
3ang
-d abbéé abbée-d abbéé 44an abbéze-d 3ng
-d/-gg  gdrmu-d  gdrmu-gg gdrmi-d aan  gdrmu-gg 33ng
-Ed/-gg  1in-id 1in-g 1in-id ddn 1i0-g 33ng

12.2 Tonal formation of body part locatives
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‘insect’
‘bird’
‘beans’
‘broom’
‘flower’
‘horn’
‘woman’
‘uncle’
‘insect’
‘louse’

‘insect’
‘bird’
‘beans’
‘broom’
‘flower’
‘horn’
‘woman’

‘uncle’
‘insect’
‘louse’

The singular body part locatives éélg ‘in’, 55/ ‘above’, ddp/éép ‘behind’ have
underlying High tone and the plural body part locatives ilg ‘in’, uulg ‘above’, sopng
‘behind’ have underlying HL tone. Regardless of whether the locatives attach to
nouns, initial High tone of the locative is lowered to Mid following noun-final Low

tone, as shown by (14-19).

(14)  Singular body part locatives £€lg ‘in’, 53/ ‘above’, 44p/é€n ‘behind’

on stem-final d nouns with three tone melodies

Tone NSG NSG‘in’ N SG ‘above’ N SG ‘behind’
H 1440  jaa0=¢€lg  3aa0=15951 1440 aan ‘old clothes’
M m330 mdid=iilg md3d=1uual m>d330 dan ‘grandfather’

L yaad yaad=¢glg yaad=2>33l yaad aan ‘sister’
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(15)  Singular body part locatives £€]g ‘in’, 55/ ‘above’, 44n/één ‘behind’
on monosyllabic approximant-final stems with various tone melodies

Tone NSG NSG‘in’ NSG ‘above’ N SG ‘behind’

H aag aa.é=¢lg aa. =53lg ady = aan ‘honey’

M mii mii=ilg mui. =dl mui aan ‘wildebeest’
L baad baaw=¢gelg  baa.=3dl baaw = aan “father’

HL kad kaw =¢g&lg ka.=2331 kaw = aan ‘hyena’

ML poai  pab.=iilg nudi. =aal nudi aan ‘leopard’

(16)  Singular body part locatives £€]g ‘in’, 55/ ‘above’, 44n/één ‘behind’
on monosyllabic long vowel-final stems with various tone melodies

Tone NSG NSG‘in’ N SG ‘above’ N SG ‘behind’

H caa caa. =¢éélg caa. =551 caa aan ‘wild cat’
M mii mil. ={ilg mii. = ail mii 4an ‘goat’

L dii dii. =iilg dii. =aal dii aan ‘rat’

HL maa maa.=gglg  mda. =33l maa aan ‘house’
ML i . =1ilg fii.=aal il aan ‘turkey’

(17)  Singular body part locatives £€]g ‘in’, 55/ ‘above’, 44n/één ‘behind’
on polysyllabic vowel-final nouns with various tone melodies

Tone NSG NSG‘in’ N SG ‘above’ N SG ‘behind’

H ada a0 =¢élg 40 =253l 404 aan ‘dog’

M arii ari.i=ilg  arii 551 arii 4an ‘ostrich’

L dnsd  dns=¢gglg  dnsd 33l dnsd aan ‘cooking plate’
HL bada bad=¢Elg bada 33l bada aan ‘gourd cup’
ML  gafa gaf=¢gelg  gafa 33l gafa aan ‘farm, field’
MH m335 mdd=¢EElg mdds 551 mdd5 aan ‘locust’

(18)  Singular body part locatives £€]g ‘in’, 55/ ‘above’, 44n/één ‘behind’
on consonant-final nouns with various tone melodies

Tone NSG N SG ‘in’ N SG ‘above’ N SG ‘behind’

H waar waar = é€lg waar 531 waar aan ‘insect type’
M dam dsm=iilg dam 351 dam aan ‘Arab’

L kaam  kaam=gglg  kaam 33l kaam aan ‘cow type’

HL séen séen=Eglg sé&n 331 séen aan ‘ruler’

HM  jdrgaal jdrgaal=¢€¢€lg ydrgaal 551 jorgaal dan ‘bird type’
ML k3¢l  kdoel=gglg  k3oel 33l k0el aan ‘baboon’

LH aggaar aggaar=¢€lg  aggaar 551 aggaar aan ‘hunter, rider’
LM  gden gdEn = ¢€€lg gd8n 551 gd8n aan ‘metal worker’

MH  baar badr = éélg baar 351 baar aan ‘tribe member’
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(19)  Plural body part locatives 7Zlg ‘in’, ifitlg ‘above’, 53ng ‘behind’
on nouns with various tone melodies

Tone NPL NPL ‘in’ N PL ‘above’ N PL ‘behind’
H waar-g waar-g filg waar-g uulg waar-g 39ng ‘insect type’
M dam-g dom-g filg dam-g uulg dam-g 3ang ‘Arab’
L kaamg kaamg iilg kaamg tulg kaamg a3ng ‘cow type’
HL séen-g séen-g 1ilg séen-g tulg sé&n-g 3ng ‘ruler’
HM  jirgaal-g jdrgaal-g filg jdrgaal-g dulg jdrgaal-g ddpg  “bird type’
ML  kddel-g  kdoel-giilg  kddel-g aulg  kdogl-g a3ng ‘baboon’
LH aggaar-g aggaar-g filg aggdar-g aulg aggaar-g ddng  ‘hunter, rider’
LM gden-g gden-g filg gdEn-g tulg gd8n-g d3ng ‘metal worker’
MH  baar-g baar-g filg baar-g tulg baar-g d3ng ‘tribe member’

The singular body part locatives 53/ “‘under’ and mizi ‘in front of” have underlying
Mid tone which assimilates to final Low tone of a preceding noun. The locative
bény ‘beside’ has underlying Low tone which is not affected by any tone.

(20)  Singular body part locatives 53/ ‘under’, mizi ‘in front of’, bény ‘beside’

on consonant-final nouns with various tone melodies
Tone NSG N SG N SG N SG

‘under’ ‘in front of”  ‘beside’

H waar waar b3l waar mal waar beng ‘insect type’
M dam dam b3l dam maa dom bepy ‘Arab’
L kaam kaam bal kaam muu kaam beny ‘cow type’
HL séen séen bal séen mull séen beng ‘ruler’
HM  jdrgaal jorgaal bal  jdrgaal maa  jdrgaal bepy  “bird type’
ML  k30¢l k308l bal k308l mun k30el beng ‘baboon’
LH aggaar aggaar bdl  aggdar muu  aggddr bepy  ‘hunter, rider’
LM  gden gd&n bal gd&n mud gd€n beng ‘metal worker’
MH  baar baar bal bair mud baar beng ‘tribe member’

The plural body part locatives bdlg ‘under’, muugg ‘in front of’, bénaagg ‘beside’
also have initial Low tone which is not affected by any tone.

on nouns with various tone melodies

e2y)

Tone NPL

H waar-g
M ddm-g

L kaamg
HL séen-g
HM  jdrgaal-g

NPL

‘under’
waar-g balg
dam-g balg
kaamg balg
séen-g balg
forgaal-g balg

NPL

NPL

Plural body part locatives b3/g ‘under’, maigg ‘in front of’, bénaagg ‘beside’

‘in front of”

waar-g muugg
ddm-g mutigg
kaamg muugg
séen-g muugg

jorgaal-g muugg

‘beside’

waar-g benaagg
dam-g bepaagg
kaamg bepaagg
sé&én-g benaagg

jorgaal-g benaagg

‘insect’
‘Arab’
‘cow’
‘ruler’

‘bird’
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Tone
ML
LH
LM

MH

NPL
k30¢l-g
aggaar-g

gden-g

baar-g

A grammar of Gaahmg

NPL

‘under’
k30¢l-g balg
aggaar-g balg
gden-g balg

badr-g balg

NPL

‘in front of’
k30el-g muugg
aggaar-g muugg
goen-g muugg

baar-g muugg

NPL

‘beside’

k30el-g bepaagg
aggaar-g bepaagg
gd8n-g benaagg

baar-g bepaagg

‘baboon’
‘hunter’
‘metal
worker’
‘tribe m.”



