d
A
&
15,

Universiteit

*dlied) Leiden
'Mﬁ The Netherlands

5
3
H oo
B
=
=)
@\
-3

o

A grammar of Gaahmg, a Nilo-Saharan language of Sudan
Stirtz, T.M.

Citation
Stirtz, T. M. (2012, February 7). A grammar of Gaahmg, a Nilo-Saharan language of Sudan.
LOT dissertation series. LOT, Utrecht. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/18452

Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)
Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the

Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden
Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/18452

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/18452

259

11 Prepositions

Preposition is a lexical category including four independent prepositions and one
prepositional prefix. Prepositions introduce noun phrases which function as
modifiers or adjuncts of the preceding noun or verb. Four independent prepositions
can have the same segmental form & but differ in tone or grammatical marking on
the prepositional phrase. The animate accompaniment preposition & ‘with’ has Low
tone, the inanimate preposition & ‘with” has Mid tone, and the general preposition &,
7 (GP) has High tone. The general preposition has free variation in vowel quality
regardless of the [ATR] quality of surrounding words. When the general preposition
is used to introduce a genitive phrase, the noun following the preposition undergoes
a tone change. The preposition marker prefix ¢@-is used for introducing phrases with
initial pronouns.

Table 55: Prepositions

3 ‘with’ Animate accompaniment preposition

3 ‘with’ Inanimate accompaniment preposition

é,1 | GP; ‘to, from, in, | General preposition: Goal, source, time,
at, by, of’ location, instrument, or genitive

d- | ‘to, from, in, by’ | Pronoun preposition marker

11.1 Animate accompaniment preposition

The preposition ¢ ‘with” having Low tone is used for introducing animate
accompaniment phrases. In such phrases, the accompaniment marker clitic =#
attaches to the final word of the accompaniment phrase. The accompaniment
marker = E for consonant-final stems is attached to the noun ald=¢ ‘fox’ in (1a)
and to kaid =7 ‘person.name’ in (b).

(1) Animate accompaniment preposition £ ‘with’

(a) salad=a ] ald=¢ I3 bee
hyena=DEF with fox=ACM 3pN said.INF
‘Hyena and Fox said . . * (Nyeel6)

(b) safari=n g maid kaod =1 wapja € wildns
Jafari=DEF with old.man person. went  GP hunting.GEN
name = ACM

‘Jafari and an older man of the Kuud clan went on a hunt.” (Jafr1)
11.2 Inanimate accompaniment preposition

The preposition ¢ ‘with” having Mid tone is used for introducing inanimate
accompaniment adjunct phrases. The accompaniment marker clitic is not attached
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to such phrases.

(2) Inanimate accompaniment preposition £ ‘with’

(a) ¢ maa iip € an-n mdsdr 33l
3sN  prides.INF 3sR  3sN stay-INF horse up
‘. . taking pride in himself as he sits up on the horse

g€ paré =n € manil=2 d-égs
with  skinbag=DEF  GP /mdpnil/devil.GEN =DEF PP-hand.3sPs
with an animal-skin bag having demonic power in his hand.” (Minj14-15)

(b) anendd Tél & kind =1 3 ad £ wagda,
then God 3sPs heart=DEF 3sN becomes with joy
“Therefore God will be pleased
(lit. God’s heart becomes with joy).” (Womn17)

11.3 General preposition

The preposition & 7 ‘to, from, in, at, by’ introduces adjunct phrases that indicate
goal, time, location, or instrument/source. Goal phrases can be used along with a
following locative adverb fe ‘there’ as in (3a) or along with a preceding adverbial
locative dumuun ‘far’ as in (b). The first prepositional phrase £ naanda ‘in day’ of
(b) has the role of time. In (c), the prepositional phrase has the role of location,

(3) General preposition & 7(GP)

(& gdl féndi  bdgsan=n lipt ¢ kartitim te.
just Fandi caught.by-them  arrived GP Khartoum  here
‘Fandi was captured by them and brought here to Khartoum.” (Fand6)

(b) & waj-1a ¢ naandd man domuin €  daal
IsN  went-COMP GP day certain towards GP (valley name)
‘One day I went to Dal Valley.” (Joojl)

(c) agg biy agg gil-g=>3 na ddagg &&n €  nadgg
IpN left 1pP friend-PL=DEF REL.PL two 3sN  GP behind
‘We left our other two companions behind.” (Thng5-6)

(d ¢ dds-3 aagga ¢ miid-8g fordy wa  bd=1
3sN stone-INF IpA GP stone-PL few  not oh=SBO
‘When it pelted us with a lot of stones, . . > (Thng20)

(e) gaar cud ... nam-an=¢ ¢ kaé-gg=a
pork sweet /nam/eat-CONT.P=PAS.A GP witchdoctor-PL=DEF
‘Sweet pork . . . was being eaten by witchdoctors.’
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in (d), the role of instrument, and in (e), the role of agent.

This preposition is also used in the formation of two conjunctions: £ gard ‘when,
while (lit. by place.DEF)’, € kard ‘because (lit. by word.DEF)’. Conjunction is another
lexical category and discussed in 15.2. In 13.4, it will be shown that the general
preposition introduces prepositional phrases used as adjuncts indicating time &
naand =4 yaan ‘another day (lit. at day another)’.

The general preposition is also used to introduce genitive phrases which indicate
possession, or close relation of certain objects or actions. In such phrases, the noun
following the preposition undergoes a tone change and is the possessor of the noun
preceding the preposition, or is the noun to which the preceding noun is closely
related. In (4a), the pééréma =n ‘devil. GEN=DEF’ is the possessor of nalg ‘children’.
In (b), the word preceding the genitive phrase is a verb and the genitive phrase
functions as an adjunct. As discussed in 6.5, the tone of each genitive noun has
Mid-Low or High-Low, regardless of the root tone.

(4) General preposition & 7(GP)

(a) a gar-ra a nim-da  nalg € nEErema=n
SBJV be.able- SBJV eat-SBJV. children GP /pééréman/
SBIV.3sN 3sN devil.GEN = DEF

‘.. so as to eat the nyeerma offspring.” (Nyeel0)

(b) & 23ms-3gg3 mii=n 3 naa ¢ Dl
3sN  found-M.COMP goat=DEF 3sN laying.INCP GP /f5l/hole.GEN
‘He discovered the goat down in the well.” (Goat10)

(c) cadr néén € salad=a & ald g Egg
tale  this- GP /salad=a/ with  /ald/ with  /jeg/
DEF hyena.GEN = COP fox.GEN thing.PL.GEN

“This story is about a hyena, fox, and some

€ legl-eeg=2a biigg na an 1é€l-éegg=¢
GP /1é€1-éeg/grass. some  REL.PL  stay forest-PL=RDM
GEN-PL =COP

wild forest animals.” (Nyeel-2)

In (4c), there are three possessors (sa/ada ‘hyena’, 4ld ‘fox’, jégg ‘things’) of a
single item (c4dr néén ‘this tale’) introduced by the general preposition £ (GP) with
High tone and two animate accompaniment prepositions & ‘with” with Low tone.
There is no animate accompaniment clitic =£ attached to the nouns 4/d ‘fox’ and
#€gg ‘things’ possibly because the general preposition £ (GP) with genitive use has
scope over them, causing them to undergo genitive tone change. The object
1e€leggea ‘grasses’ in the genitive phrase yggg € Ié€1££gga ‘things of grasses’ is
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introduced by a general preposition £ (GP) with High tone since it is not a fourth
possessor of cadr néén ‘this tale’, but of 7égg ‘things’.

As discussed in 10.2 and 14.5.1, the genitive is also used to encode agents of
agented passive clauses as in (5).

(5) nams pad-s=¢ aggaar
food  /npaw/need-COMP=PAS.A /agéar/hunter.GEN
‘Food is needed by the hunter.’

11.4 Prepositional prefix for pronouns

The consonant prefix d- is used instead of the independent general preposition £(GP)
when marking prepositional phrases beginning with possessive pronouns,
prepositional pronouns, locative prepositional pronouns, or inherently possessed
body parts—all of which are vowel-initial.>’

In (6a), the preposition attaches to the possessive pronoun ¢ ‘his’ of the possessive
phrase to indicate ‘in his chest’. In (b), the preposition attaches to the prepositional
pronoun -4gg4 ‘us’ to indicate ‘from us’. In (c), the preposition attaches to the
locative prepositional pronoun -££n ‘behind.3sO’ to indicate ‘to behind him’. In (d),
the preposition attaches to the possessed body part noun 397 to indicate ‘on your
back’. In (a,d), the prepositional phrases have the role of location, in (b) the role of
source, and in (c) the role of goal.

(6) Prepositional prefix d-

(a) 3en 3 bil=1 d-g kind
person 3sN  shot=3sAM PP-3sP chest
‘A person shot him in his chest.” (Fand30)

(b) 3dgg ggg 401 ba, Egg war jgg=a d-aggd kag
people 3pN come oh 3pN take things=DEF PP-1pO all
‘When these people come, they take all (our) things from us.” (Minj7)

(c) ald=a 3 pard-i d-één, 1oy &€ madagga
fox=DEF 3sN jump-3sAM PP-behind.3sO until 3sN drank
‘Fox jumped over him (into the well) and drank until . . > (Goat12)

(d a rag-sa  d-50n a lé-1a  ti=1
IsN step PP-back.2sPs SBIV  go out =SBO
‘If I step on your back so that I get out, . . ’ (Goat14-15)

37 In the data collected, the prepositional prefix d- did not replace the general preposition in
genitive use £ ‘of” such as in ‘of my house’.
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11.5 Adverbs functioning as prepositions

Some adverbs of direction have the syntactic function of prepositions, introducing a
noun phrase. In (7a), the adverb dizmuiin ‘towards’ introduces the noun phrase
waalg ‘water.source in’. Sometimes adverbs of direction introduce other adverbs of
direction as in (b), where the first adverb functions as a preposition, and the second
functions as a noun phrase. In both example (a) and (b), the prepositional phrase
functions as an adjunct, describing the location of the action.

(7) Adverbs of direction functioning as prepositions

(a) ¢ ddds 3 wajp dimuun waal=g
3sN started 3sN go towards water.source =in
‘He set out for the well.” (Goat2)

(b) Tigg=3 g mal=1n3 fan tad
milk=DEF 3sN gathered=3sD on down
‘Milk accumulated for him underneath.” (Nyee24)






