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8 Adjectives

As discussed in 4.3, adjectives are analyzed as a distinct lexical category from either
nouns or verbs since they are not used in some of the syntactic constructions of
either nouns or verbs, and there are differences in the morphology from either
category. Adjectives are generally not attested (NA) in use as subjects, objects, or
objects of prepositions. As will be discussed in 8.3, there are three differences in the
stem morphology of nouns and adjectives with final consonants. In verb paradigms,
the long forms of subject pronouns precede the adjectival verb instead of short
subject pronouns as in true verbs. The plural adjective suffix -gg and copular clitic
=A attach to adjectival verbs of plural persons, whereas these bound morphemes
are not attached to any true verb forms. These and other details specifying the
difference between adjectives and nouns and verbs are found in 4.3.

Adjective types are discussed in 8.1, stem morphology of qualitative adjectives in
8.2, and word morphology of qualitative adjectives in 8.3.

8.1 Adjective types

Numerals (8.1.1), quantitative adjectives (8.1.2), demonstratives (8.1.3) and
qualitative adjectives (8.1.4) immediately follow nouns in nouns phrases and specify
some property of the nouns they follow. Thus, all of these can be analyzed
categorically as adjectives. Nevertheless, there are some differences.
Demonstratives and qualitative adjectives agree in number with the nouns they
modify, whereas numerals and quantitative adjectives do not. Rather, numerals and
quantitative adjectives have different lexemes depending on whether the nouns they
modify are singular or plural. Only the morphology of qualitative adjectives is
similar to that of nouns. For further discussion of adjectives in noun phrases, see
14.9.2.

8.1.1 Numerals

The numeral faman ‘one’ is used with singular nouns. All other cardinal numbers
are used with plural nouns.

(la) ar da=bili gg kag wa, bgl jén tamén
hey 2pN=hit people all not hit person one
‘Don’t kill all the people; just kill the one man.” (Fand29)

(b) jafari=n ¢ mang P dad-sa cadr-gegg=4a ya3sd

Jafari=DEF alone just killed rabbits-PL=DEF four
Jafari, by himself, killed four rabbits. (Jafr7)
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Gaahmg numerals draw upon words for hands, feet, and eyes. Hands and feet are
representative of the number of fingers and toes that they contain. The numeral 24s-
a4aman ‘five (hand-one)’ is based on the five fingers of one hand. The numeral
idig-daagg ‘seven (eyes-two)’ is based on the two eyes—apparently in addition to
the five fingers of one hand which are not included in the numeral. The numeral
dség-dr ‘ten (hands-also) is based on the ten fingers of two hands. The numeral 722
duii 55 ‘twenty (person black body)’ is based on all the fingers and toes of a black
person’s body. It is interesting that the word dui ‘black’ is included in the
construction of the numeral, although having nothing to do with the numeral itself.
The numerals ‘forty’, ‘sixty’, and higher multiples of twenty are ‘two bodies’, ‘three
bodies’ etc.

(2) Numerals (cardinal numbers)

taman 1

daagg 2

50 3

y33sd 4

ads-adman 5 (hand.1sPs-one)

tldigg 6

idig-daagg 7 (eye.3sPp-two)

idigg-505 8 (eye.3sPp-three)

idig-y33s3 9 (eye.3sPp-four)

dseg-di 10 (hand.3sPp-also)

4s3gdi 1 na tamén 11 (ten with REL one)

5s3gdi 1 na daagg 12 (ten with REL two)

yaa dui 33n 20  (person black body)

#aa dui 33n i na tamén 21 (twenty with REL one)

#aa dui 33n i nd daagg 22 (twenty with REL two)

#aa dui 33n 1 na 4segdi 30  (twenty with REL ten)

jog duigg 1in-3 daagg 40  (people black body.PL-DEF two)
jog duigg 1in-3 daagg i nd dseégdi 50  (forty with REL ten)

jog duigg 1in-3 503 60  (people black body.PL-DEF three)
jog duigg 1in-3 505 1 nd dsegdi 70  (sixty with REL ten)

jog duigg 1in-3 y33sd 80  (people black body.PL-DEF four)

jog duigg 1in-3 y33sd 1 nd ds€égdi 90  (eighty with REL ten)

jog duigg 1in-3 44sddman 100 (people black body.PL-DEF five)
jog duigg 1in-3 dsegdi 200 (people black body.PL-DEF ten)

Ordinal numbers are constructed with cardinal numbers in relative clauses used as
modifiers of the head noun. However, the numerals m3Jgg and yaan are used for
“first’ and ‘second’ instead of faman ‘one’ and daagg ‘two’.
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(3a) du-d=u nd  mddgg=¢ wedan
year-SG=DEF REL first=REL good.SG
“The first year is good.’

(b) du-gg=1u na 50=¢ wid-gg=23
year-PL=DEF REL.PL first=RDM good-PL=COP
“The third year is good.’

(4) Ordinal numbers

mddgg-€ “first’
yaan-¢ ‘second’
30-€ ‘third’
y33s-1 ‘fourth’
aasaaman-i “fifth’
tdldig-1 ‘sixth’
idigdaagg-¢ ‘seventh’
idiggd0-¢ ‘eighth’
idigydas-1 ‘ninth’
8s5g0-1 ‘tenth’

4s3gdi 1 nd taméan-§ ‘eleventh’
4s3gdi 1 na ddagg-¢  ‘twelfth’

8.1.2  Quantitative adjectives
Indefinite adjectives and quantitative adjectives can be grouped into the same
semantic and syntactic category. There are different indefinite adjectives depending
on whether the nouns they follow and modify are singular or plural.
(5) Mili man namane ¢  ulg man wa.

goat certain beaten  GP thirst. GEN-3sP  well not

There was once a very thirsty goat. (Goatl)

Singular and plural referents can have differing or the same root forms. The cardinal
number ‘one’ famdan could be derived from man ‘any, certain’.

(6)  Indefinite adjectives

Singular Plural
man ‘any, certain’ biigg ‘certain’
daan, yaan ‘different, another’ daan-aagg ‘others’

There are also different quantitative adjectives depending on whether the nouns they
follow and modify are singular or plural.
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(7a) maid katd=1u dad-sa ¥em déE wa
oldman person.name=DEF kill-COMP thing any not
“The old man of Kuud didn’t kill anything.” (Jafr8)

(b) ¢ gara dds-s=1 ligg=4=r kay=¢
GP when milk-cOMP=SBO1 milk=DEF=PF all=SBO
‘When all the milk was completely milked, . .” (Nyee25)

(c) ¢ dds-3 aagga ¢ miid-8g forsp wa  ba=i
3sN  /ddj/stone-INF 1pA  GP stone-PL few  not oh=SBO
“When it pelted us with a lot of stones, . .” (Thng20)

d a bas-sa Sgg talg
IsN throw-COMP time many

‘I threw many times.’

Singular and plural referents of quantitative adjectives have differing root forms.
There is no attested singular counterpart of rigg ‘few’.

(8) Quantitative adjectives

Singular Plural
déé ‘any’ kag ‘all’
bum ‘much’ talg ‘many’

>

----- fordgg  ‘few

8.1.3 Demonstratives

Demonstratives follow and agree in number with the nouns they modify. They are
not used pronominally. High tone on the initial syllable marks agreement with a
singular noun and Low tone marks agreement with a plural noun.

(9) Demonstratives

(a bil  find-dd kar don nif ma mary
let  hear word IsPs this  very carefully
‘Listen carefully to what I am saying (lit. this my word)!” (Womn3)

(b) 4gg fessa  du-gg=1 ngg kag
IpN grazed year-PL=DEF these all
‘We grazed (cows) all these years.’

(c) u tdldan=1 td-gg=5 gar-g=2a naadi kag piind
2sN  putting=them cow-PL=DEF place-PL=DEF those all = why
‘Why were you putting all those cows into a certain place?’
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The three-way distinction is for near a speaker, near an addressee, and away from
both speaker and addressee. The singular and plural demonstratives nd4(n) ‘that’
nad(n) ‘those’ optionally have a final segment 7.

(10) Demonstratives

DEM SG DEM PL

nif, néé  ‘this’ nge ‘these’ near speaker
ndd(n) ‘that’ naa(n) ‘those’ near addressee
naadi ‘that” naadi  ‘those’ away from both

The same three-way distinction is present in demonstrative locative adverbs which
can be in short or long form.

(11) g8l Féndi bdg-s=3n=1n ligt ¢  kortoim e
just Fandi catch-CcOMP =PAS=3pD arrived GP Khartoum here
Fandi was captured by them (government officials),
and brought here to Khartoum. (Fand6)

(12) Demonstrative locative adverbs

Long Short

teedé & ‘here’  near speaker
taada ta ‘there’ near addressee
tiioi  ti ‘there’ away from both

8.1.4 Qualitative adjectives

Qualitative adjectives, including adjectives of colour, also follow and agree in
number with the noun they modify, as shown by the examples of (13).

(13a) a nam  jer bdr (b) & nam  jér-g bdr-g
IsN  want sorghum yellow ISN  want sorghum-PL yellow-PL
‘I want yellow sorghum.’ ‘I want yellow types of sorghums.’

Gaahmg has five colour distinctions.

(14)  Colour adjectives

ADJ SG ADJ PL
aa dui Pgg dui-gg  ‘black person’
1é¢1 aar 1é€l-g  paar-g  ‘green grass’

afa-d ra afd-agg bera-gg ‘red blood’

n
nii-d  pdd nii-gg  pdd-g ‘white tooth’
d b
bar Jer-g bar-g ‘yellow sorghum’

jer

The examples of (15) are representative of other qualitative adjectives.
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(15) Qualitative adjectives

ADIJ SG ADJ PL

gaar cuu gaar-gggg cuu-gg ‘sweet pork’

wEE bér wis-3g bér-g ‘clean house’
kalged i kdlged-g fi-gg ‘heavy sword’
Fn bandal 35g bandal-g  ‘weak person’
kagdar ag kagdar-g ay-g ‘sour food’

35 kdsfar  td-g kdsfar-g  ‘thin cow’
kamaldgg kayaar kamaldgg-aad kayaar-g ‘beautiful girl’
dal lasa dal-g lasd-gg ‘hot cooking pot’
deel gaal deel-gegg gaal-g ‘distant lake’

taad kér taad-g kar-g ‘loose door’

sda 3n sa-gg dn-g ‘bad wine’

s4ad yaa sdaw-gggg yaa-gg ‘new grass-cutter’
maad futi maaw-gegg fuuy-g ‘male gazelle’
paré samaar paré-ggg samaar-g ‘rough leather.bag’
paré baal paré-ggg baal-g ‘striped bag’

and ddmd  3n-g ddm3-gg  ‘blind girl’

Fn céé gg CEE-gg ‘unavailable person’
bul kaé budl-g kay-g “finished bread’
aa duasa jaalgé dist-gg  ‘ignorant boy’
mdsdr bir mdsdr-geg bir-g ‘remaining horse’
aa d3par  3dgg ddpdr-g  ‘stuttering boy’

8.2 Qualitative adjective stem morphology

Word structure of qualitative adjectives can be ordered according to the schemes of
(16). As in nouns, the adjective stem consists of the root and an optional plural
suffix. The adjective word consists of the stem and optional slots for copula,
definite, locative, dative, accompaniment, subordinate, and relative definite clause
marker clitics.

(16) Adjective stem = root + (PL marker)
Adjective word = [ADJ stem] + ({COP, DEF, LCM, DAT, ACM, SBO, RDM})

Plural formation of qualitative adjectives is similar to that of nouns in that adjective
roots attach the segmental suffix -gg with more than one tonal allomorph.

8.2.1 Segmental plural formation of adjectives

Plural formation of adjectives nearly always involves attaching the suffix -gg in the
plural form. As in nouns, the suffix attaches to root-final sonorants and vowels.
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Table 21: Adjective Plural Formation
Suffix | Root-final segment | ADJ SG | ADJPL Number
-gg sonorant d5m3l | ddm3l-g | ‘big” | 20
vowel yaa yad-gg | ‘new’ | 10

The plural suffix -gg is attested to attach to root-final , /, n, and y.

(17)  Plural adjective suffix -gg

UR-

It/
n
/n/
Iyl
Iyl

The plural

final ADJSG ADJPL
kar kar-g ‘
dém3l  démal-g ¢
4n 3n-g ¢
ag ay-g ¢

3

faui futy-g

loose’
big’
bad’
sour’
male’

suffix -gg is also attested to attach to root-final short and long vowels.

(18)  Plural adjective suffix -gg

UR-

/a/
/
i/
/a/
/a/
/
/el
i/

final ADJISG ADJPL

dom3  dom3-gg
lasa lusd-gg
wili wili-gg

yaa yaa-gg

bas bds-gg
cui cui-gg
céé CcEE-gg
i ii-gg

‘blind’

‘hot’
‘reflective’
‘new’
‘acidic’
‘sweet’
‘unavailable’

‘heavy’

Only the adjectives of (19) have been attested with other suffixes and are analyzed
as having irregular plural formation.

(19) Irregular plural adjective formation
ADISG  ADJPL
parras pars-iigg  ‘full plate’

daan daan-aag  ‘another chicken’
kardabb  karda-dgg ‘troublesome boy’
weda wis-gg ‘good, beautiful’
muds muas-3s ‘even, equal’

naan nalgéégg  “small, y

faa

fang ‘old’

mada mang ‘big’

oung’
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8.2.2  Tonal plural formation of adjectives
The following tone melodies have been attested in adjectives.

(20) Tone melodies in adjectives
Root tone  ADJ SG ADJ PL

H béaar baar-g ‘weak’

M 13w3 lawa-gg ‘round, circular’
L gaal gaal-g ‘distant, far’

HL bir bir-g ‘remaining’

HM paar naar-g ‘green’

ML baal baal-g ‘striped, coloured’
MH mids miis-3s ‘even, equal’

LM séggar  sgggar-g  ‘strong’

LH karadbb karda-dgg ‘troublesome’
HMH wili wili-gg ‘reflective mirror

As shown by the contrasts of (21), there are two tonal allomorphs of the segmental
suffix -gg, one with no underlying tone and one with Mid tone.

(21) Tone melodies in adjectives
Suffix ADJISG ADJPL

-gg baar baar-g ‘weak’
-gg kaydar kayaar-g ‘beautiful’

-gg yaa yaa-gg ‘new’
-gg  céf cée-gg ‘unavailable’

8.3 Qualitative adjective clitic morphology

Most clitic allomorphs attaching to nouns with various stem-final segments and
number have the same form when attaching to adjectives of the same stem-final
segments and number. There are three exceptions attested: the copular clitic =A
attaches to consonant-final singular nouns, whereas there is no copular marking on
consonant-final singular adjectives; the definite clitic = Va with no underlying tone
attaches to monosyllabic long vowel-final nouns, whereas the definite clitic = Vi
with High tone attaches to monosyllabic long vowel-final adjectives; the definite
clitic =A with High tone attaches to plural nouns, whereas the definite clitic =A

with Low tone attaches to plural adjectives.

Table 22 lists the various clitics on stem-final segments and (22) gives example
adjectives with the same order. Three combinations of clitics are included: the
relative clause dative (RDTM)/ relative clause locative copula (RDCM), the relative
clause definite and accompaniment (RDM=ACM), and relative clause definite and
subordinate (RDM=SBO). Clitics on adjectives with certain stem-final segments
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which have not been attested are left blank.

Table 22: Adjective word clitic allophones

Stem-final segment COP | DEF | RDM | DAT/LCM | RDTM/RLCM
(Monosyllabic)vowel/approx. =Vn| =E

(polysyllabic) vowel =n|=n |=E | =n =EEn
Consonant - =A | =E | =An =EEn
Consonant Noun PL =A | =A | =E | =An =EEn
Stem-final segment | ACM | RDM=ACM | SBO | RDM=SBO

(polysyllabic) vowel | =nE | EE=nE =nE | EE=nE

Consonant =E | EE=nE =FE | EE=nE

Consonant NounPL | =E | EE=nE =F | EE=nE

(22a) Adjective word clitic allomorphs on various stem-final adjectives

ADJ CcoP DEF RDM
ii fl.=in fi.=1 ‘heavy’
dom3d dom3=n dom3=n dom3. =1 ‘blind’

kayaar kayaar kaydar=4 kayaar=¢ ‘beautiful’
kayaar-g kaydar-g=a kaydar-g=a kaydar-g=¢& ‘beautiful-pL’

(b) Adjective word clitic allomorphs on various stem-final adjectives

ADJ DAT/LCM RDTM/RLCM ACM
dom3 ddm3=n ddm3. ={in ddm3 =ng ‘blind’
kayaar kayaar=an kayaar = égn kayaar=¢ ‘beautiful’

kayaar-g kaydar-g=an kaydar-g=geén kaydar-g=¢ ‘beautiful-pL’

(¢) Adjective word clitic allomorphs on various stem-final adjectives

ADJ RDM=ACM SBO RDM=SBO

dom3 ddm3. =ii=ni ddm3=ni ddm3.=1ii=ni ‘blind’

kayaar kaydar=¢é=ne kaydar=¢ kayddr=é&é=né ‘beautiful’

kayaar-g kayaar-g kayaar-g  kaydar-g ‘beautiful
=gE=nE =¢ =g¢=nt -PL’

Not enough adjective data was collected to make sure that the copula = 71 and
accompaniment =n£F clitics attached to stem-final vowels do not follow the tone
lowering rule of {M9} in 3.4.3 as in nouns, but presumably this is the case.

8.3.1 Copular clitic

Copular clitics attach to adjectives. In the adjective non-verbal clauses of (23), the
copular markers agree in number with the adjective to which they attach.
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(23a) 135 séggar (b) té-gg seggar-g=a

cow strong COW-PL  strong-PL = COP
‘A cow is strong.’ ‘Cows are strong.’
() tdd=n ddm3=n

cow=DEF blind=copP
‘The cow is blind.’

The clitic = nattaches to polysyllabic vowel-final singular adjectives as in (23c),
and the clitic =A attaches to plural adjectives as in (b), the same as in nouns with
these stem-final segments. However unlike consonant-final singular nouns which
attach the copular clitic =A, consonant-final singular adjectives are unmarked by
any copular clitic, as shown in (a).

Table 23: Copular clitics on adjectives

Stem-final segment | COP ADJ SG | COP ADJ PL
(Polysyllabic) vowel | ='n
Consonant =A

The copular clitic =n attaches to vowel-final singular adjectives and consonant-final
singular adjectives are unmarked by any copular clitic.

(24) Copular clitics on singular adjectives
Stem-final ADJSG COP ADJ SG
Vowel ddm3 dom3d=n ‘blind’
Consonant naan naan ‘young’

Stem-final HM tone becomes HL when followed by a copular clitic with Low tone
{M7}.

(25) Copular clitic =A on adjectives with various stem tone melodies
Stem-final ADJSG ADJPL COP ADJ SG  COP ADJ PL

H bér bér-g bér bér-g=2a ‘clean’

M bandal bandal-g bandal bandal-g=a ‘weak’

L kdsfar  kdsfar-g  kdsfar kssfar-g=2a  ‘thin’
H/HM kayaar kayaar-g kayaar kaydar-g=2a ‘beautiful’

8.3.2  Definite clitic

The definite clitic attaches to adjectives and agrees in number with the noun phrase
head.
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(26a) t35 domd3=n naam (b) td-gg séggar-g=a naam
cow weak=DEF eating cow-PL weak-PL=DEF eating
“The blind cow is eating.’ ‘The weak cows are eating.’

In singular noun phrases with a head noun and adjective modifier, the definite clitic
attaches to the adjective unless it is consonant-final and the noun is vowel-final.

(27) Definite clitic on singular nouns and adjectives
N-final ~ ADJ-final DEF SG NP

V=DEF C=(DEF) wéé=n bér=(8) ‘the clean house’
C V=DEF Kkdlggd {i=in ‘the heavy sword’
C C=DEF  jn bandal=4 ‘the weak person’
\Y V=DEF  baad faa=n ‘the old father’

In plural noun phrases with a head noun and adjective modifier, the definite clitic
attaches to the adjective and optionally to the head noun.

(28) Definite clitic on plural nouns and adjectives

N-final ADJ-final DEF PL NP

C-PL=(DEF) C-PL=DEF wis-3g=(8) bér-g=2a ‘the clean
houses’

C-pL=(DEF) C-PL=DEF Kkdleed-g=(3) 1i-g=3 ‘the heavy
swords’

C-PL=(DEF) C-PL=DEF 33gg=(9) bandal-g=2a ‘the weak
persons’

C-pL=(DEF) C-PL=DEF baaw-aad=(4) fang=2a ‘the old
fathers’

As with definite clitics on nouns, definite clitics on adjectives differ depending on
the stem-final segment. Polysyllabic vowel-final adjectives attach the definite clitic
=pnwith no underlying tone and consonant final singular adjectives attach the
definite clitic = A with High tone, the same as in nouns with these types of final
segments. However, two of the definite clitics attaching to adjectives differ from the
clitics attaching to nouns with the same final segments. Monosyllabic vowel-final
nouns attach the definite clitic = V2 with no underlying tone, but monosyllabic
vowel-final adjectives attach the definite clitic = Va2 with High tone. Plural nouns
attach the definite clitic = A with High tone, but plural adjectives attach the definite
clitic = A with Low tone.

Table 24: Definite clitics on adjectives

Stem-final segment DEF ADJ SG | DEF ADJ PL
(Monosyllabic) long vowel or underlying approximant | =Vn

(Polysyllabic) vowel =n

Consonant =A =A
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Monosyllabic long vowel and underlying approximant-final adjectives attach the
definite clitic = Vzwith High tone. In do. =in ‘black’, High suffix tone lowers to
Mid following Low root tone {M9}. In /7. =in ‘heavy’ and 4. =&n ‘sour’, the
underlying HLH tone results as HMH tone in accordance with rule {M10}, although
in verbs, the rule only applies when the three tones are assigned to the same syllable.

(29) Definite clitic = Viron monosyllabic singular adjectives
Stem-final ADJSG  DEF ADJ SG

3 >

/a/ yaa yaa.=an new

/ol b33 bd3.=4n ‘acidic’

/ cud cud. =1un ‘sweet’

/el céé céé.=¢n ‘unavailable’
i/ i fi.=in ‘heavy’

Iyl ag a.=%n ‘sour’

Iyl dui du.=1n ‘black’

Polysyllabic vowel-final adjectives attach the definite clitic = with no underlying
tone.

(30) Definite clitic =non polysyllabic vowel final singular adjectives

Stem-final ADJ SG DEF ADJ SG

/a/ mada mada=n ‘big’

/a/ dom3 dom3=n ‘blind’

/ lasa lisi=n ‘hot’

i/ wili wili=n ‘reflective’

Consonant-final singular adjectives attach the definite clitic =A.

(31) Definite clitic =A on consonant final singular adjectives

Stem-final ADJ SG DEF ADJ SG

/r/ kér kiar=4a ‘loose’
N d3m3l d3mal=35 ‘big’
n/ 3n 3n=3% ‘bad’

Consonant-final adjectives attach the definite clitic =A4 with High tone and plural
adjectives attach the definite clitic =A with Low tone. Clitic High tone lowers to
Mid following stem-final Low tone {M9} and the Mid of stem-final HM tone

(32) Definite clitic =A on singular adjectives and =A on plural adjectives
Stem-final ADJSG ADJPL DEF ADJ SG  DEF ADJ PL

H bér bér-g bér=4 bér-g=2a ‘clean’
M béndal bandal-g bandal=4 bandal-g=a ‘weak’
L kdsfar  kdsfar-g  kdsfar=a  kddfar-g=a  ‘thin’

H/HM kayaar kayaar-g kaydar=4 kaydar-g=a ‘beautiful’
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assimilates to clitic Low tone {M7}.
8.3.3 Relative clause definite clitic

Relative clause definite clitics attach to relative clause-final adjectives in agreement
with the noun modied by the clause. In (33a), the singular clitic on dn =7 bad=RDM’
is in agreement with the singular noun &3r ‘word’ and in (b), the plural clitic on an-
g=1‘young-PL=RDM’ is in agreement with the plural noun yalg ‘girls’.

(33a) kdra kar na dn=1{
speaks 1sA word REL.SG bad =RDM
‘She speaks to me rudely (lit. word which is bad).” (Assa6)

(b) bairg=4a na3-a n nalg na an-g=i
Baggara=DEF search.for-CONT.P girls REL young-PL=RDM
“The Baggara were kidnapping girls which were young.” (Minj2)

The relative clause definite clitics =£/ =E on singular and plural adjectives are the
same as on nouns.

Table 25: Relative clause definite clitics on adjectives

Stem-final segment RDM ADJ SG | RDM ADJ PL
(Monosyllabic) long vowel | =E

or underlying approximant

(Polysyllabic) vowel =E

Consonant =E =E

Monosyllabic long vowel and underlying approximant-final adjectives attach the
relative clause definite clitic = with High tone.

(34) Relative clause definite clitic =Zon monosyllabic singular adjectives

Stem-final ADJ SG RDM ADJ SG

/a/ yaa yaa. =¢ ‘new’

/a/ b33 bds.=1 ‘acidic’

/ cud cud. =1 ‘sweet’

/el céé céé.=¢ ‘unavailable’
i/ il fi.=1 ‘heavy’

Iyl ag a.=¢ ‘sour’

Iyl dui du. =1 ‘black’

Polysyllabic vowel-final adjectives also attach the clitic =F. In fast speech, the
stem-final vowel can be elided such as in /izs=7‘hot’.
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(35) Relative clause definite clitic =£
on polysyllabic vowel final singular adjectives
Stem-final ADJ SG RDM ADJ SG

/a/ mada  mada.=¢ ‘big’

/ol ddm3  doma. =i ‘blind’

u/ lasa lasa. =1 ‘hot’

i/ wili wili. =1 ‘reflective’

Consonant-final singular adjectives attach the relative clause definite clitic =£.

(36) Relative clause definite clitic = on consonant final singular adjectives

Stem-final ADJ SG RDM ADJ SG

/r/ kéar kir=¢ ‘loose’
N d3m3l d3m3l=¢ ‘big’
/n/ 4n dn=1 ‘bad’

Consonant-final adjectives attach the clitic =F with High tone and plural adjectives
attach the clitic = £ with Low tone. Clitic High tone lowers to Mid following stem-
final Low tone {M9} and the Mid of stem-final HM tone assimilates to clitic Low
tone {M7}.

(37) Relative clause definite clitic = /=F on singular and plural adjectives
Stem-final ADJSG ADJPL RDM ADJ SG RDM ADJ PL

H bér bér-g bér=¢ bér-g=¢ ‘clean’

M bandal bandal-g bandal=¢ bandal-g=¢ ‘weak’

L kdsfar  kodfar-g  kddfar=¢ kdsfar-g=¢  ‘thin’
H/HM kayaar kayaar-g kaydar=¢ kaydar-g=¢ ‘beautiful’

8.3.4 Dative and locative copular clitics

As in nouns, dative and locative copular clitics have the same morphology in
adjectives and are both discussed in this section. The dative clitic attaches to noun
phrase-final adjectives to indicate recipient or beneficiary roles.

(38) bosoroniigge  1ogg nalg=an
were.lying people  young=DAT
‘They were lying to the young people.’

The singular locative copula 7in/één of (39a) is replaced by the clitic =An attached to
the adjective in (b). The plural locative copula £ggan of (c) is replaced by the same
clitic in (d).
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(39) Locative copular clauses

(a) e bandal {in = wéé beng
person weak LCM house beside
‘A weak person is beside a house.’

(b) jaa bandal=an wéé beng
person weak=LCM house beside
‘A weak person is beside a house.’

(c) 3dgg bandal-g &ggan wéé  bgy
people weak-PL LCM  house beside
‘Weak people are beside a house.’

(d) sgg bandal-g=an wéé beng
people weak-PL=LCM house beside
‘Weak people are beside a house.’
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Polysyllabic vowel-final adjectives attach the dative and locative copular clitic = z,
and consonant-final singular and plural adjectives attach the clitic = An with HM

tone, the same as in nouns with these types of final segments.

Table 26: Dative and locative copular clitics on adjectives

Stem-final segment | DAT/LCM ADJ SG | DAT/LCM ADJ PL
(Polysyllabic) vowel | ='n
Consonant =An =An

The dative and locative copula clitic = 7 attaches to vowel-final adjectives and the

clitic =An attaches to consonant-final adjectives.

(40) Dative and locative copular clitic on singular adjectives
Stem-final ~ ADJSG  DAT/LCM ADJ SG
Vowel dam3 ddm3=n ‘blind’
Consonant  paan naian=an ‘young’

The clitic =An attaches to both singular and plural adjectives. Clitic High tone

lowers to Mid following stem-final Low tone {M9}.

(41) Dative and locative copular clitic =An on adjectives
Stem-final ADJSG ADJPL DAT/LCM DAT/LCM

ADJ SG ADJ PL
H bér bér-g bér=2an bér-g=an
M bandal bandal-g bandal=an bandal-g=an
L kdsfar  kddfar-g  kddfar=an  kddfar-g=an

H/HM kayaar kayaar-g kayddr=an kayaar-g=an

‘clean’
‘weak’
‘thin’
‘beautiful’
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8.3.5 Relative clause dative/locative copular clitics

The relative clause dative and locative copular clitics have the same morphology and
are both discussed in this section. Dative relative clauses are always marked with
the clitic =Z£En/=EEn which agrees in number with the head noun of the relative
clause.

(42a) a gaf  jEeém jaa nd  séggar=¢£gn
IsN give something person REL strong=RDTM
‘I give something to the strong person.’

(b) a gaf  jgém 1gg na  séggar-g=&én
IsN give something person REL strong=RDTM
‘I give something to the strong people’

The relative clause clitic = and locative copula 7in/één of (42a) is replaced by the
singular clitic =FEnin (b). The relative clause clitic =£ and locative copula Zggan
of (c) is replaced by the plural clitic =EEnin (d). Unlike locative copular clitics,
relative clause copular clitics only attach to definite noun phrases and not phrases
unmarked for definiteness; relative clauses unmarked for definiteness only use
locative copulas iin/één and &ggan.

(43) Relative clause locative copular clauses

(a) jaa nd bandal=¢€ {in  wéé beng
person REL weak=RDM LCM house beside
‘The weak person is beside a house.’

(b) jaa nd  bandal=éen wég beng
person REL weak=RDM.LCM house beside
‘The weak person is beside a house.’

() jpogg na  bandal-g=¢ gggan wéEE beng
people REL weak-PL=RDM LCM  house beside
‘The weak people are beside a house.’

(d) sgg na  bandal-g=g&én wéé beng
people REL weak-PL=RDM.LCM house beside
“The weak people are beside a house.’

Singular relative clauses with final adjectives attach the dative and locative copular
clitic =FFn, and plural relative clauses attach the clitic = EEn.
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Table 27: Relative clause dative/locative copular clitics on adjectives
Stem-final segment | RDTM/RLCM ADJ SG | RDTM/RLCM ADJ PL
(Polysyllabic) vowel | =EEn
Consonant =EEn =EEn

The relative clause dative and locative copular clitic =EFEn attaches to both vowel-
final and consonant-final adjectives.

(44) Relative clause dative/locative copular clitics =EFn
on singular adjectives
Stem-final ADJSG RDTM/RLCM ADJ SG
Vowel ddm3 ddm3. =1{in ‘blind’
Consonant  paan naan=¢€en ‘young’

Singular adjectives attach the clitic =ZZn with HM tone and plural adjectives attach
the clitic = EEn with Low tone. Clitic High tone lowers to Mid following stem-final
Low tone {M9}. Stem-final HM tone becomes HL tone before clitic Low tone
{M7}.

(45)  Relative clause dative/locative copular clitics =EEn/=FEEn
on singular and plural adjectives

Stem-  ADJSG  ADJPL RDTM/RLCM ~ RDTM/RLCM
final ADJ SG ADJ PL
H bér bér-g bér=¢£gn bér-g=¢én ‘clean’
M bandal bandal-g béndal=¢en  bandal-g=gtn  ‘weak’
L kdsfar  kdsfar-g  kdsfar=gen  kdsfar-g=een  ‘thin’
H/HM  kayaar kaydar-g kaydar=¢en  kaydar-g=&tn  ‘beautiful’
8.3.6  Accompaniment clitic
Accompaniment clitics attach to noun phrase-final adjectives.
(46) bairg=4 adin ¢ yaa nd  stggar==g

Baggara=DEF coming with person REL strong=ACM
‘The Baggara were coming with a strong person.’

Polysyllabic vowel-final adjectives attach the accompaniment clitic =nZ with Mid
tone, and consonant-final singular and plural adjectives attach the clitic =£with
HM tone, the same as in nouns with these types of final segments.

Table 28: Accompaniment clitics on adjectives

Stem-final segment | ACM ADJ SG | ACM ADJ PL
(Polysyllabic) vowel | =nE
Consonant =E =E
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The accompaniment clitic =nF attaches to vowel-final adjectives and the clitic =F
attaches to consonant-final adjectives.

(47) Accompaniment clitics on singular adjectives
Stem-final ADJSG ACM ADJ SG
Vowel ddm3  dom3=ng ‘blind’
Consonant naan naan=g¢ ‘young’

The clitic =F attaches to both singular and plural adjectives. Clitic High tone
lowers to Mid following stem-final Low tone {M9}.

(48)  Accompaniment clitic =Eon singular and plural adjectives
Stem-final ADJSG ADJPL ACM ADJ SG  ACM ADJ PL

H bér bér-g bér=¢ bér-g=¢ ‘clean’

M bandal bandal-g bandal=¢ bandal-g=¢ ‘weak’

L kdsfar  kdsfar-g  kdsfar=¢ kdsfar-g=¢  ‘thin’
H/HM kayadar kayaar-g kaydar=%  kayaar-g=¢ ‘beautiful’

8.3.7 Relative clause definite and accompaniment clitics

Accompaniment relative clauses can be marked or unmarked for definiteness. When
unmarked, the accompaniment clitic attaches relative clause-finally, as in (49).
When marked, the accompaniment clitic attaches after the relative clause definite
clitic, as in (50). The relative clause definite and accompaniment clitics =FE =nF/
= EF =nF agree in number with the head noun of the relative clause.

(49) bairg=4 4dan & jaa nd  séggar=¢
Baggara=DEF coming with person REL strong=ACM
‘The Baggara were coming with a strong person.’

(50) bairg=4 403 n € jaa nd  seggar=£E=ng
Baggara=DEF coming with person REL strong=RDM =ACM
‘The Baggara were coming with the strong person.’

Singular adjectives attach the relative clause definite and accompaniment clitic
=EE =nF, and plural adjectives attach the clitic =FEF=nE

Table 29: Relative clause definite and accompaniment clitics on adjectives
Stem-final segment | RDM=ACM ADJ SG | RDM=ACM ADJ PL

(Polysyllabic) vowel | =EE=nE
Consonant EE=nE =EE=nE

The relative clause definite and accompaniment clitic =EE=nF attaches to both
vowel-final and consonant-final adjectives.
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(51) Relative clause definite and accompaniment =EF =nE
on singular adjectives
Stem-final ADI SG RDM=ACM ADJ SG
Vowel dam3 ddm3. =ii=ni ‘blind’
Consonant  paan nadn=¢¢=ng ‘young’

Singular adjectives attach the clitic =ZEF =nF with H=M tone and plural adjectives
attach the clitic =EE =nE with Low=Mid tone. Relative clause clitic High tone
lowers to Mid following stem-final Low tone {M9}. Stem-final HM tone becomes
HL tone before relative clause clitic Low tone {M7}.

(52) Relative clause definite and accompaniment =EE=nE /=EE=nF
on singular and plural adjectives

Stem- ADJSG ADJ PL RDM=ACM RDM=ACM

final ADJ SG ADJ SG

H bér bér-g bér=¢€¢€=ng bér-g=¢¢ =ng ‘clean’

M bandal bandal-g bandal=¢é=ng bandal-g=8t=ng ‘weak’

L kdsfar  kddfar-g  kddfar=gE=ng kddfar-g=g&=ng ‘thin’
H/HM kaydar kayaar-g kayadr=¢é=ng kaydar-g=&&=ng ‘beautiful’

8.3.8  Subordinate clause-final clitic

The clitic =F attaches clause-final adjectives of subordinate clauses such as with
the conjunction £ gard ‘when’.

(53) ¢€gara bard=3 tar-s =1 jaa nd  seggar=4¢§
GP when lion=DEF see-COMP=SBOl person REL strong=SBO
‘When the lion saw a strong person, . .’

The subordinate clause clitic = £ attaches to singular and plural adjectives with
stem-final consonants and the clitic = nF attaches to stem-final vowels, the same as
in nouns with these types of final segments.

Table 30: Subordinate clause clitic

Stem-final segment | SBO ADJ SG | SBO ADJ PL
Vowel =nE
Consonant =E =E

Monosyllabic long vowel and underlying approximant-final adjectives attach the
subordinate clause clitic =nF. Occasionally, the clitic can be attached without » as
in 77. =7 ‘heavy =SBO’.
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(54) Subordinate clause clitic =nF
on monosyllabic singular adjectives
Stem-final ADJSG SBO ADJ SG

/al aa aa=né ‘new’
Y Y

/a/ b33 bd5=ni ‘acidic’

u/ cui cud =ni ‘sweet’

/el céé céé=né ‘unavailable’
i/ fi fi=ni ‘heavy’

ly/ as a&e=ng ‘sour’

Y
Iyl dui dui=ni ‘black’

Polysyllabic vowel-final adjectives also attach the subordinate clitic =nE, and
Occasionally the clitic can be attached without 7 as in /isid. =7 “hot=SBO’.

(55) Subordinate clause clitic =nF
on polysyllabic vowel-final singular adjectives
Stem-final ADJSG SBO ADJ SG

/a/ mada mada=né mada=¢ ‘big’

/a/ ddm3  ddm3=ni ddm3=i ‘blind’

/ lasa ltsd =ni lasi =1 ‘hot’

i/ wili wili =ni wili=1 ‘reflective’

Consonant-final singular adjectives attach the subordinate clitic =F.

(56) Subordinate clause clitic =Fon consonant-final singular adjectives

Stem-final ADJ SG SBO ADJ SG

/r/ kar kiar=¢ ‘loose’
N d3m3l d3m3l=¢ ‘big’
n/ 3n dn=1{ ‘bad’

Consonant-final singular and plural adjectives attach the subordinate clause clitic
= F with High tone which lowers to Mid following stem-final Low tone {M9}.

(57) Subordinate clause clitic =F on singular and plural adjectives
Stem-final ADJSG ADJPL SBO ADJ SG  SBO ADJ PL

H bér bér-g bér=¢ bér-g=¢ ‘clean’

M bandal bandal-g béandal=¢ bandal-g=¢ ‘weak’

L kdsfar  kdsfar-g  kdsfar=g8  kdsfar-g=g  ‘thin’
H/HM kaydar kaydar-g kaydar=¢  kaydar-g=¢ ‘beautiful’

8.3.9 Relative clause definite and subordinate clause clitics

Relative clauses in subordinate clauses can be marked or unmarked for definiteness.
When unmarked, the subordinate clitic attaches relative clause-final, as in (a). When
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marked, the subordinate clitic attaches after the relative clause definite clitic, as in
(b). The relative clause definite and subordinate clitic =EFE =nE/=EE=nkE agrees
in number with the head of the relative clause.

(58a) ¢ gara barda tar-s =1 jaa  nd  sgggar=¢€
GP when lion.DEF see-COMP=SBOl1 boy REL strong=SBO
‘When the lion saw a strong person, . .’

(b) € gara barda tir-s=1 jaa  nd  stggar=£€é=né
GP when lion.DEF see-COMP=SBOl boy REL strong=RDM =SBO
‘When the lion saw the strong person, . .’

Singular adjectives attach the relative clause definite and subordinate clitic
=EE =nF, and plural adjectives attach the clitic =FEE=nE.

Table 31: Relative clause definite and subordinate clause clitics on adjectives
Stem-final segment | RDM=SBO ADJ SG | RDM=SBO ADJ PL
(Polysyllabic) vowel | =EE=nE
Consonant =FEE=nE =EE=nE

The relative clause definite and subordinate clitic =ZFE =nF attaches to both vowel-
final and consonant-final adjectives.

(59) Relative clause definite and subordinate clitic =FF=nE
on singular adjectives
Stem-final  ADJSG ~ RDM=SBO ADJ SG
Vowel d3m3 ddm3. =ii=ni ‘blind’
Consonant  jpaan nadn=¢é¢=né ‘young’

Singular adjectives attach the clitic =EF =nF with H tone and plural adjectives
attach the clitic =EF =nFE with Low=Mid tone, where the subordinate clitic =nF
High tone lowers to Mid following relative clause clitic =Z£E Low tone {M9}.
Relative clause clitic High tone lowers to Mid following stem-final Low tone {M9}.
Stem-final HM tone becomes HL tone before relative clause clitic Low tone {M7}.

(60) Relative clause definite and subordinate clitics =EE=nt/ =EE=nE
on singular and plural adjectives

Stem- ADJSG ADJPL RDM=SBO RDM=SBO

final ADJ SG ADJ PL

H bér bér-g bér=¢€¢=n¢ bér-g=¢¢=n¢ ‘clean’

M bandal bandal-g bandal=¢é=né béandal-g=2¢=ng ‘weak’

L kdsfar  kddfar-g  kdsfar=ge=né kddfar-g=2¢=ng ‘thin’
H/HM kayadr kaydar-g kaydar=¢é=né¢ kaydar-g=2¢=ng ‘beautiful’






