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5 Pronouns

The pronoun system in Gaahmg distinguishes three persons, two numbers (singular
and plural), and six cases (possessive, subject, object, dative, reflexive,
prepositional). There is no dual, no gender distinction, no inclusive/exclusive
distinction, and no logophoric distinction. As expected in an SVO language, subject
pronouns are pre-verbal and object and dative pronouns are post-verbal. Possessive
pronouns are pre-nominal for inalienable nouns and post-nominal for alienable
nouns. Prepositional pronouns have the prepositional marker prefix ¢g- and reflexive
pronouns make use of the possessed noun ‘body’.

There are two distinct ways that pronouns affect verbs through [ATR] quality:
second person subject morphemes require verb forms to have [+ATR] vowel quality
as discussed in 5.3, and dative suffixed pronouns spread [+ATR] vowel quality
leftward onto the verb root {M3}, as discussed in 5.5.

The six types of pronouns are each discussed in their own section, but first, an
explanation is needed for the vowel-person correspondence in all pronouns.
Interrogative pronouns are not discussed in this chapter, but in 15.3 in the chapter on
sentence level syntax.

5.1 Person and number markers

Pronouns in Gaahmg, regardless of case or number, use vowel features to represent
the person referred to. Depending on the type of pronoun, the vowel may be either
[+ATR] or unspecified for [ATR], and the three persons coincide with the language's
three vowel harmony pairs as shown in (1): [+back, -round] vowels represent first
person, [+round] vowels represent second person, and [-back] vowels represent third
person. Pronouns are marked for plural number agreement with the velar geminate
segment -gg-.

(1) Person marker vowel pairs in pronouns
Vowel features ~ Vowel pairs Person indicated

[+back, -round] a, 9 1* person
[+back, tround] o, u 2" person
[-back, -round] e, i 3" person

The abbreviations used for pronouns are as follows in order of appearance: 1, 2, or
3 refers to person; s or p refers to singular or plural person number; P, N, A, D, R, O
refers to possessive, subject (or nominative), object (or accusative), dative, reflexive,
or prepositional case (object of a preposition); and in possessive pronouns, final s or
p refers to singular or plural noun agreement. For example, the pronoun maa 3sn(é)
‘my (1sPs) house’ indicates the first person singular possessive pronoun agreeing
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with a singular noun, and the pronoun maagg sndgg(3) ‘my (1sPp) houses’ indicates
the first person singular possessive pronoun agreeing with a plural noun. For
reference, the list of table 7 presents the most basic pronoun forms of this chapter.

Table 7: Basic pronoun forms

&
=9 s — s
Tz |z & o
S 1< |3 o 2 |3
S8 |8 |2 - ~ € | g
© >z |2 | & E < a v g
> @ =] - ~ ~ . =
£ 812 |2 |2 3 2 g |3
£ 5|82 |5 | |2 |35 |8
R= A | 75} ) o a) [ ~
a a aan | 4 a a -an 33 -4an(4d) | Is
-3n
) 3 %n |3 B) -0 -tin i) -35n(3) | 2s
5= | 5= -tin
I3 I3 gen | € é -E 4in iy -éen(d) | 3s
-E -in
a(gg) | agg | aggd | agg | aggd | aaggd -5ggdn | ddn-g | -agga | Ip
aaggd -3ggan
3(gg) | dgg | 5ggd | 5gg | 3ggd | -O0ggO | -Uiggin | utn-g | -5ggd | 2p
ugg dgg= | 5ggd= | -OOggO | -liggiin
e(gg) | Egg | Egga | (egg) | egga | -EEggA | -iggon | iip-g | -8gge | 3p
-EEggA | -iggan

5.2 Possessive pronouns

There are two sets of possessive pronouns, one used with inalienable nouns—body
parts and kinship terms—the other with alienable nouns. The two sets have different
syntax. The inalienable set precedes the noun, the alienable set follows it. The
examples of (2-4) demonstrate the order of possessors and possessed nouns.

(2) Pre-nominal possessive pronouns: body parts
(a) pam ugg 1n3lg

break 2pPp necks

“They will break your necks.” (Thng23)
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(b)

“)
(2)

(b)

5.2.1

Pronouns 79

anendd Tél € kind =14'® 3 ad g wagda
then God 3sPs  heart=DEF 3sN  becomes  with joy
“Then, God will be pleased (lit. Then God’s his heart, it becomes with joy).’
(Womnl7)

Pre-nominal possessive pronouns: Kkinship terms

3 L) yaa naa néé lggn-an dimuin d-ton ta
and 2sPs mother girl this was.coming towards PP-2sO there
“Your mother’s sister (lit. your girl mother) was coming to you there.’
(Assa3-4)

5055gg, 3ddd €  kdr d-3ggd 110-3gg=3
women live GP word PP-2pPp  husband-PL =DEF
‘Women, if you live only by your husbands’ orders.” (Womn21)

Post-nominal possessive pronouns
mdsdr fin bél dsuur.
horse 3sPs named Asuur
‘His horse was called Asuur.” (Minj10)

bil findd5 Kkdr dn nii ma  mag!
let hear word 1sPs this very carefully

‘Listen to my words very carefully!” (Womn3)

Possession of alienable nouns

Possessive pronouns of alienable nouns are given in (5). Alienable possessive
pronouns agree with the noun they follow in both singular and plural number. The
singular marker - is only found in alienable possessive pronouns and in long
subject pronouns (see 5.3), whereas the plural marker -gg- is used in all plural
pronouns. The plural person pronouns are distinguished from the singular person

5) Possessive paradigm for alienable noun m4a / miigg ‘house’
Singular person pronouns Plural person pronouns

Noun SG maa dan(=¢) IsPs  maa Jyan(=29) 1pPs
maa aun(=1u) 2sPs  maa tyun(=u)  2pPs
maa fini(=n) 3sPs  maa iydni(=n)  3pPs

Noun PL  maa-gg 4ndgg(=23)" 1sPp maa-gg 3ydgg(=d) IpPp

maa-gg unug(=1u) 2sPp maa-gg ayugg(=u) 2pPp
maa-gg inigi(=n) 3sPp maa-gg 1ydggi(=n) 3pPp

18 The construction of (2b) has both a noun ( 7%/ ‘God’) and pronoun (£ ‘his’) possessor of the
body part kiindii ‘heart’. See 14.9.3 for nominal possession of body parts.
19 Or dngd
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pronouns with the segment y, and initial tone of singular person possessives is High,
whereas initial tone of plural person possessives is Mid. Third person possessives
have a final vowel with Mid tone. Vowels and consonants in parentheses are
copular clitics, attached when the possessive pronouns are comments of a stative
clause (‘The cow is mine’). They are discussed further in section 14.6.1.

5.2.2 Possession of inalienable nouns: body parts

Possessive pronouns for body parts are given in (6). In Gaahmg, body parts are
inalienable nouns with possession formed by an independent possessor pronoun
preceding the possessed noun. In (6), the body part ‘cheek’ is listed in singular and
plural forms with all possible possessive pronouns. The dashed line represents
constructions that do not exist. The [+ATR] value of the plural suffix -9gg spreads
leftward onto the noun root in accordance with {M3} of 3.2, but not onto the
independent possessive pronoun preceding the noun. The plural person pronouns
are distinguished from the singular person pronouns by the plural marker gg.
Second person possessives of plural body parts can be [+ or -ATR]. The tone of all
possessive pronouns of body part nouns is Mid.

(6) Possessive paradigm for inalienable body part fand / 3ndsgg ‘cheek’
Singular person pronouns Plural person pronouns

Noun SG a fand 1sPs  --- 1pPs
) fand 2sPs - 2pPs
g fand 3sPs - 3pPs
NounPL a fond-gg  1sPp agg fand-3gg  1pPp
5,0 fond-4gg  2sPp 3gg, igg fond-3gg  2pPp
g fond-3gg  3sPp  Egg fond-3gg  3pPp

In addition, the nouns possessed by plural persons take a different tone pattern than
that of nouns possessed by singular persons. As is discussed further in 6.4, the
plural person morpheme requires LM tone pattern to surface for possessed body part
nouns.

5.2.3  Possession of inalienable nouns: kinship terms

The possessive pronouns of kinship terms are identical to those of body part nouns,
except for tone. Whereas all possessive pronouns of body part nouns have Mid tone,
first and second singular person pronouns of kinship terms have High tone. And in
contrast to body parts, the tone of kinship terms possessed by plural persons is the
same as those possessed by singular persons.
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(7) Possessive paradigm for inalienable kinship term
14404 / t4404d ‘grandmother’
Singular person pronouns Plural person pronouns

Noun SG & tdaoa 1sPs agg tdada  1pPs
] taa0a 2sPs 3gg taada  2pPs
I3 tdadoa 3sPs ggg tddada  3pPs
NounPL 4 taadad IsPp  agg taadad 1pPp
5,4  taaodad 2sPp  dgg, igg tdadad 2pPp
3 taadad 3sPp  Egg tdaadad 3pPp

5.2.4 Inherently possessed body part nouns

For most inalienable nouns, possessive pronouns are separate from the nouns they
precede, evidenced by a lack of [+ATR] spreading from roots to the preceding
pronoun {M3}. However, there is a special set of body parts in which the possessive
pronoun is attached to the noun. These body part nouns do not occur without being
possessed by someone, and can be referred to as ‘inherently possessed’ body parts
(Payne 1997:105-106). Unlike other body part nouns, speakers cannot say ‘eye’,
‘hand’, ‘head’, etc. without also including the possessor along with the noun (i.e.
‘his eye’, ‘my eye’, ‘your eye’, etc.).

An exhaustive list of inherently possessed body parts is shown in (8). Those that are
used as locatives, as described in chapter 11, have asterisks next to them. The root
contains only a consonant, except for (g) which has no root segment. A possessive
person marker long vowel VV-is prefixed to the root in all singular forms as well as
in plural forms of all but the body part nouns of (a-b). In the plural forms of (a-b), a
person marker short vowel V-is prefixed to the root. All vowels of each possessed
body part noun refer to the person possessing it, corresponding with the three vowel
pairs of the language: a or o for first person, o or u for second person, and ¢ or 7 for
third person. The [+ATR] quality of the plural suffixes -* gg or —V*gg spreads
leftward onto the noun root {M3}. Further, the vowel of the suffix is underlying
unspecified for any other feature, and takes the features of the person morpheme—a,
u, or 7, depending on the person possessing the body part. The body parts of (f-g)
have both a singular and plural suffix.

(8) Possessive paradigms of ‘inherently possessed’ body part nouns
Root NSG, SGperson NPL,SGperson N PL, PL person
(a) /d/ aa-d I1sPs  3-d-3gg 1sPp 3-d-3gg 1pPp ‘eye’
35-d 2sPs  u-d-tigg 2sPp u-d-ugg 2pPp
ge-d 3sPs  i-d-igg 3sPp i-d-igg  3pPp
(b) s/ aa-s IsPs  3-s-3gg 1sPp 3-s-3gg 1pPp ‘hand’
53-s 2sPs  u-s-igg  2sPp u-s-igg 2pPp
ée-s 3sPs  1i-s-igg  3sPp 1i-s-igg  3pPp
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() N/ aa-1 1sPs d-l-g IpPp ‘head’*
35-1 2sPs uu-l-g  2pPp
ge-1 3sPs ii-l-g 3pPp

(@ n aa-n 1sPs d-n-g  1pPp ‘back’™
33-n 2sPs uu-p-g  2pPp
EE-n 3sPs ii-n-g 3pPp

(e) M/ aa-y IsPs d-n-g IpPp ‘body’*
351 2sPs ut-y-g  2pPp
EE-1 3sPs ii-p-g 3pPp

® N aa-l-g  1sPs d-l-g IpPp ‘stomach’*
53-l-g  2sPs u-l-g 2pPp
ge-l-g  3sPs ii-l-g 3pPp

(g 1/ aa-gg  1sPs d-gg IpPp ‘mouth’
33-gg  2sPs uu-gg 2pPp
ge-gg  3sPs ii-gg 3pPp

Although all the body part nouns of (8) have an initial vowel, they are not
considered a special set of nouns because of the initial vowel, but because of the
possessive pronoun being a part of the noun and because of the vowel harmony
changes for the entire possessive construction. There are two attested body part
nouns which have a vowel-initial root but for which the possessive pronoun is not a
part of the noun and for which there is no change in vowel harmony: & 85ma3 ‘my
liver’, 4gg domda-gg ‘our livers’; 4 i/ ‘my horn’, 4 il-39gg ‘my horns’, agg il-55gg
‘our horns’.

The root tone of the nouns in (8) is Mid with the exception of (b) which has HL
tone. The nouns possessed by plural persons all have L(M) tone. The plural nouns
‘eyes’ and ‘hands’ (a-b), possessed by singular persons, have HM tone melody.

5.3 Subject pronouns

Subject pronouns precede the verb and have the semantic roles of agent or
experiencer, except in passive clauses when they have the roles of patient or theme.
They are independent of the verb and are most often realized in short form. Long,
short, future and infinitive subject pronouns for each of three persons, singular and
plural, are listed in (9). Future tense is marked on the subject pronoun by tone
difference from non-future subject pronouns. A separate set of pronouns with
differing tone precedes non-clause-initial infinitive verbs. As will be discussed
shortly, second person pronouns of finite verbs are optionally clitics which attach to
verbs.
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(9) Subject pronouns

Long Short (non-future) Future Infinitive

aan a a a 1sN
35n 5,5= 5,0= b 2sN
gen ® é 3 3sN
aggd agg agga a(ge) IpN
5ggd  dgg, dgg= 5ggs, dggd= 3(gg) 2pN
ggga  (Egg) Egga &(gg) 3pN

Long subject pronouns are most common in nominal clauses such as in (10). They
are rare otherwise.

(10) Long subject pronouns

(a & bee “wd, aan Upgilr=4d  wa.
IsN said no IsN  Arab=DEF not
‘I replied, “No, I am not an Arab.” * (Jooj6)

2

(b) man nd dn=1 g€n tu wa
one which bad =REL itis  true  not
‘Nothing bad will happen
(lit. the one thing which is bad is not there).” (Fand23)

Sometimes, the short subject pronouns co-occur with a long subject pronoun as in
(11) for added emphasis to the subject.

(11) aan 4 biin di, “d 3n Ud=js-sd il di te=a?”
IsN 1sN said also and 2sN 2sN=did what also here=DEF
‘I myself also asked him, “And you, what are you doing here?” ’ (Jooj8)

Third person short subject pronouns occur along with noun subjects such as in (12)
to indicate a switch in reference or to give emphasis to the subject.

(12) 3sn g€ bil=1 d-g kind
person 3sN shot=him PP-3sP chest
‘A person shot him in his chest.” (Fand30)

In narratives, the short pronouns are commonly used alone to reference the same
subject as in the previous clause. Sometimes third singular person subject pronouns
are used to reference third plural person with the same subject as the previous
clause. Although not that frequent, third person subject pronouns can be dropped.
In such instances, the zero pronoun reference is normally recoverable from context.
The tone of the verb form distinguishes third singular and plural persons, as
described in section 9.8.
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In (13), short subject pronouns precede a [-ATR] verb root, and in (14) precede a
[+ATR] verb root. First and third subject pronouns are always [-ATR] regardless of
the vowel quality of the verb root.

(13) Paradigm of short subject pronouns
on continuous non-past verb kdm-an ‘cut, chop’

a kdm-an IsN  agg kdm-an 1pN
5 kim-5n, t=kim-5n 2sN  3gg kim-5n, ig=kdm-5n 2pN
3 kdm-an 3sN  ggg k3m-an® 3pN

In second person forms of finite verbs, the (root) vowel is always [+ATR] regardless
of the vowel quality of the verb root. Verb roots as in (13) that are otherwise
[-ATR] become [+ATR] in the second person verb forms. In the verb of (13), the
vowel that surfaces as o in other persons becomes u in the second person; the vowel
that surfaces as a in other persons becomes o in the second person.

Second person subject pronouns are optionally [+/- ATR] regardless of the [ATR]
quality of the root vowel. Those which surface as [-ATR] are analyzed as separate
from the verb. Those which surface as [+ATR] are analyzed as clitics attached to
the verb, becoming [+ATR] through leftward spreading from the [+ATR] second
person verb form {M3}.

(14) Paradigm of short subject pronouns on completive verb bi/d3 ‘hit’

a bildd IsN agg bilds 1pN
5 bilds, G =bildd 2sN 3gg bilds, tig=Dbildd 2pN
3 bilda 3sN ggg bildd 3pN

First and third subject pronouns are independent, even though they are short,
evidenced by the fact that [+ATR] quality does not spread leftward to the pronouns
from the [+ATR] verb form in the paradigm of (14) as it does in second person
forms {M3}. Example (6) demonstrated how [+ATR] quality does not spread onto
independent possessive pronouns, either.

Other support for the short first and third subject pronouns not being prefixes or
clitics is seen in (15), where leftward [+ATR] spreading from the suffixed dative
pronoun in (b) does not spread onto the subject pronoun. Since [+ATR] quality
spreads without limit within the word {M3}, the preceding pronoun is analyzed as
being separate. This example of a dative clitic will be discussed further in section

20 A5 discussed in 9.1, singular and plural third person subjects are distinguished by tone on
the verb itself as seen in (13) of this section where first and second person verb forms have
final Mid tone, the third singular form has final High tone, and the third plural form has final
Low tone. In (14), the final Mid tone on first and second verb forms assimilates to the root
Low tone {M9} and the final High tone on the third singular form is lowered to Mid
following Low root tone {M9}.
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5.5.

(15a) & gadsa Und mii (b) & gdus=1 mii
IsN  gave 2sD chicken IsN  gave=2sD chicken
‘I gave you a chicken.’ ‘I gave you a chicken.’

As will be shown in 9.2, infinitive verb forms do not inflect for person, neither in
tone nor in [ATR] quality, and subject pronouns are never attached to such verbs.
Third person agents (or experiencers) can also follow the verb in prepositional
phrases and in genitive case, and are discussed in 10.2 and 14.5.1.

5.4  Object pronouns

Second and third person object pronouns are suffixed to verbs as shown by the
examples of (16). They have the roles of patient, theme, or experiencer.

(16) Object pronoun clitics

(a) ¢ la gdf=1i wa
3sN  UNC /gaf/give.INCP=3sAM not
‘He would not give it.” (Fand3)

(b) € dds-y aaggd ¢ miid-8g fordyy wa  bd=1
3sN  /ddj/stone-INF IpA by stone-PL few  not oh=SBO
‘When it pelted us with a lot of stones, . . > (Thng20)

(c) € mdr-3n = figgd dumuun €  gddr
3pN  /mar/sold.CAUS-CONT=3pAM towards to clan.name
‘.. to sell to them far away past the Goor clan.” (Minj3)

Unlike dative pronouns, second and third object pronouns never occur
independently, but only as bound morphemes to verb stems. Further, a noun object
cannot occur along with an object pronoun. Examples (17b) and (d) are
ungrammatical.

(17)  Object pronoun examples

(a) 3n gad-sa mii=n (b) *&n gad-sa g(€n)
person give-COMP  goat=DEF person give-COMP  3sA
‘The person gave the goat.’ “The person gave it (goat).’
(¢) jen gat-s=1 (d) *s&n gat-s=1 mii=n
person give-COMP= person  give-COMP=  goat=DEF
3SAM 3SAM

‘The person gave it (goat).’ “The person gave it (goat).’
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Second and third person unmarked object pronouns take the [ATR] quality of the
stem. First person object pronouns are analyzed as separate morphemes since they
remain [-ATR] regardless of the quality of the root to which they follow. Most
objects have more than one tonal allomorph for different subject person verbs to
which they attach. Tone of object pronouns is discussed further in 10.4.2.

(18) Unmarked object pronouns
Singular person pronouns  Plural person pronouns

a IsA aaggd, daggd 1pA
=0 2sA =00gg0, =00ggd 2pA
=E, =E 3sA =EEggA, =FEEggA  3pA

There are two types of third person object pronouns, although the exact distinction
in function is not clear. For lack of better terms, they are called ‘marked (AM)’ and
‘unmarked (A)’ object pronouns in this thesis in accordance with their distinction in
vowel quality. The unmarked third person pronouns of (18) are unspecified for
[ATR], the same as first and second person object pronouns, and the marked third
person pronouns of (19) are [+ATR]. As with unmarked object pronouns, the
marked pronouns have more than one tonal allomorph for different subject person
verbs to which they attach. These are also further discussed in 10.4.2.

(19) Marked third person object pronouns
Singular person pronouns Plural person pronouns
=i, =1, =figgi 3sAM =iiggd, =1iggd, =1iggd 3pAM

The marked and unmarked object pronouns are both used to indicate patients, as
shown in (20).

(20) Unmarked object Marked object
(b) jen bel-d=¢ () 3n bil-d=1
person beat-COMP = 3SA person beat-COMP =3SAM
‘The person beat it (goat).’ ‘The person beat it (goat).’

However, the marked and unmarked third person object pronouns can be used to
distinguish types of subordinate clauses introducing the referent to which the third
object pronoun refers. In (20a), the unmarked [-ATR] object pronoun attached to
war-s = € ‘take-COMP=3sA’ refers to the noun paré =n ‘bag=DEF’ introduced in the
subordinate ‘if* clause, whereas in (b) the marked [+ATR] object pronoun refers to a
noun introduced by the subordinate conjunction £ gard ‘when’. In 10.7, the verbs of
these subordinate clauses will be shown to take different subordinate clitics and are
grammatically distinct.
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(20) Third singular marked and unmarked object pronouns

(a) jaa=n E pin-s=¢& paré=n=¢, 4 1ég War-s=¢g
person 3sN file-COMP bag=DEF ISN  come. take-COMP
=DEF =SB02 =SB0 INCP =3sA

‘If the person filed the leather bag, I will come take it.’

(b) égard jaa=n pIp-s=i paré=n=¢, & 1ée wér=1
(GP) person /pan/file-COMP  bag = DEF ISN come. take.INCP
when =DEF =SB0l =SBO INCP  =3sAM

‘When the person has filed/sanded the bag, I will come take it.’
5.5 Dative pronouns

The dative pronouns have the semantic roles of beneficiary or recipient as seen in
the examples of (21)

(21) Dative pronoun clitics
(a) & bi=1iggdn “wal”
IsN  /bég/tel.INF=3pD no

‘I told them “No!” * (Thng21-22)

(b) T1gg=3 3 mal = in3 fan tad
milk=DEF 3sN /mal/gather.INCP=3sD on down
‘Milk accumulated for him underneath.” (Fand24)

() 1gg g3dr=7% ba 3s-s=3ggdn g dn-g=1
people Goor=DEF oh /ad/become-COMP= 1pD things bad-PL=RDM
“The Goor tribe became our enemies (lit. to us bad things).” (Minj6)

Dative pronouns are normally suffixed to verbs, but in slow speech are separate and
immediately follow the verb. As will be discussed in 10.5.2, there are tonal
allomorphs for different subject person verbs to which the dative pronouns are
attached.

(22) Dative pronouns

Singular person pronouns Plural person pronouns

Separate  Attached Separate  Attached

4n3 =5n, =3n 1sD 3ggén =23ggén, =5ggdn  1pD
anil ={n, =un 2sD dggln ={ggin, =uggin 2pD
in3 =in, =in  3sD 1iggdn =1iggdn, =iggon  3pD

As previously mentioned and as seen in (23b), the [+ATR] value assigned to the
dative pronoun spreads leftward onto the root {M3}. There is no such harmony with
independent dative pronouns as seen in (23a).
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(23a) & gad-sa Gnd  mii (b) € gdu-s=1 mii
3sN  gave-COMP 2sD chicken 3sN  gave- chicken
COMP=2sD
‘He gave you a chicken.’ ‘He gave you a chicken.’

Similar to object pronouns, dative pronouns do not occur along with a dative noun as
in (24).

(24) *yén 23u-s=1n mil-n kamaldgg =an
person give-COMP=3SD  goat-DEF woman=DAT
‘The person gave the goat to the woman.’

Although the dative noun and object noun can have either order in a clause as in
(25a), the independent dative pronoun must immediately follow the verb when
occurring along with a noun object. For example, the independent pronoun
following the noun object in (25¢) is ungrammatical.

(25a) 3&n gad-sa miin  kamaldgg=an / kamaldgg=an miin
person  give- goat. woman=DAT woman=DAT goat.
COMP DEF DEF

‘The person gave the woman the goat.’

(b) j#en gad-sa M3 min (c¢) *jEn gad-sa miin ind
person give- 3SD goat. person give-  goat. 3SD
COMP DEF COMP DEF
‘The person gave her the goat.’ ‘The person gave her the goat.’

When an imperfect suffix such as =£ in (26a) or an object pronoun such as =7in
(b) are attached to the verb, the independent dative pronoun can follow the verb
word.

(26a) a nam hashim=4
IsN  /pdm/want.INCP  Hashim = DEF
‘I want Hashim

a fAd-ds > a wir-d=¢ 8nd rade.

SBJVv make and SBJV bring 1sD radio
/fis/-SBIV.3sN  /war/-SBJV =IPF.3sN

to get me a radio.” (Assall-12)

(b) tél  gdu-s=i fggitn gafa E P margg
God gave-them 2pD given by only somehow
/gaf/coMP =3sAM /gaf/NOM.SG

‘God has given them to you for good reason.” (Womno6)
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When both the object and dative object are pronouns, the dative pronoun commonly
follows the object pronoun and can be separate or attached. When attached, the
dative pronoun can be attached directly as in (27b) or n can be inserted between then
asin (c). In (d), the object pronoun follows an attached dative pronoun, but the third
singular object pronoun has a different form [ = £En (which becomes =in through
[+ATR] spreading) instead of = (3sA) or =FEggA (3pA)]. An object can also
follow a dative pronoun by having a prepositional prefix ¢- as will be shown in (31e)
of 5.7 and is then a prepositional pronoun instead of an object pronoun.

(27) Object and dative pronouns in the same clause

(a) jn g3i-s =1 in3 (b) jen gal-s=1.=In
person  give- 3sD person  give-COMP=
COMP=3SAM 3SAM=3sD
‘The person gave it to her.’ “The person gave it to her.’
(¢) 3n g3u-s=n=Tn

person  give-COMP=3SAM=3sD
‘The person gave it to her.’

(d) ba na  far-sa tdman=¢ ba a ké1=5n=1in
please REL /far/remain- one=RDM please 2sN /kay/bring=1sD=3sA
COMP

‘Any (cows) which remain, please bring them to me.’

In (28), the full paradigm of suffixed dative pronouns is shown attached to a
completive verb. The completive verb without the dative pronoun and object are
shown in (a), and the paradigm with dative suffix, assuming the same noun object, is
given in (b). In (a), the root vowel surfaces as o, but in (b) becomes u with the
attached [+ATR] dative suffixes {M3}. In such examples, the vowel of the
completive suffix does not surface, as suffix vowels are elided by the initial vowel of
following suffix, as stated by the verb elision rule of {M1} in 3.1. Other dative
pronoun paradigms on verb forms are shown in 10.8.

(28) Paradigm of attached dative pronouns on
completive verb k5m-s5 ‘cut, chop’

(a) kdm-sd magald ‘He cut-COMP a stick.’

(b) kim-s=5 -COMP=IsD kim-s=5gén -COMP=1pD
kim-s=0 -COMP=2sD kiim-s={gin -COMP=2pD
kim-s=1 -COMP=3sD kiim-s=1gon -COMP=3pD

5.6 Reflexive pronouns

In Gaahmg, the reflexive pronoun is used as an object that is referentially identical
to the subject. In (29a, b), the reflexive indicates the object which is the same
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referent as the subject. However in (c), the reflexive meaning is extended and the
reflexive is used as a repeated object for emphasis. Instead of referring back to the
subject, it refers back to the object. In (29c¢), the plural noun 3gg ‘people/officials’
and the third plural reflexive iing are objects of the verb mad ‘refuse’. The noun
faggrepresents the government and is emphasized with the reflexive, possibly
because of previous bad encounters with them. Reflexives are not found to be used
as repeated subjects.

(29) Reflexive pronoun examples

(a) “salad=2a", & bee, "U=wir Gy cabb angén”
Hyena=DEF 3sN say 2sN=carry 2sR up like.this
¢ “Hyena", he said, "Make yourself upright.” > (Nyee32)

(b) € maa iip I3 an m3sdr 531
3sN prides 3sR 3sN stay horse up
‘He takes pride in himself as he sits up on the horse.” (Minj14)
(c) € mad g jogg ligg ¢ dafa
3sN refuse 3sN people 3pR by  fighting
‘He refused (to give money to) the officials by fighting.” (Fand4)

Reflexive pronouns are based on the inherently possessed word for ‘body’, which is
V'V, where V is the person marker vowel. As discussed in 5.2.4, the word for body
and a few other nouns cannot occur without possession using one of the person
marker vowels. With such words the norm is for [-ATR] vowels to indicate singular
persons, and for [+ATR] vowels as well as the plural suffix -gg to indicate plural
persons. However, all reflexive pronouns are [+ATR], and the suffix -gg as well as
Low tone indicate plural agreement.

(30) Reflexive pronouns
Singular person pronouns  Plural person pronouns

33 1sR 3dn-g 1pR
ity 2sR ulyg-g 2pR
iiy 3sR 1in-g 3pR

5.7 Prepositional pronouns

Prepositional pronouns are objects of prepositions, or for another reason are prefixed
by the preposition marker ¢-. The prepositional prefix takes the place of the general
preposition & 7 (GP) as in (31a-b) when introducing prepositional pronoun objects

2! The second pronoun # ‘he’ in (c) is the only occurrence found of a post-verbal
subject pronoun. Perhaps it is repeated for emphasis or there is an implied unstated
verb ‘to give’ of which ¢ ‘he’ is the subject pronoun.
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(see 11.4). However, the prepositional prefix is used in addition to an adverb
functioning as a directional preposition such as damaiin ‘towards’ in (c). It is also
used in addition to the animate accompaniment preposition & ‘with’ and
accompaniment clitic =F on the pronoun as shown in (d). The marker is also used to
introduce verb objects when separated from the verb by a bound dative pronoun as
in (e) or by other verbal suffixes.

(31) Prepositional pronoun examples

(a) jaam k3om-s-i d-éen  wa
someone bother-COMP-PAS.A  PP-3sO not
‘No one was bothered by it.” (Thng25)

(b) 3dgg ggg 401 ba, &gg war jgg=a d-aggd kae
people 3pN come oh 3pN take things=DEF PP-1pO all
‘When these people come, they take all (our) things from us.” (Minj7)

() 3 5 yaa naa néé legnan dimuin d-uip ta
and 2sPs mother girl this was.coming towards PP-2sO there
‘.. and your mother’s sister was coming to you there.” (Assa3-4)

(d > kér tadan ¢ d-égg=¢
and wildcow was  with PP-3pO=ACM
‘.. and a wild buffalo was with them.” (Nyee4)

e &  el-d=in déen  nd tad  di
3sN  /gal/ram-SBIV.3sN=3sD** Pp-3sO REL.SG down also
‘.. in order to break it down for them.” (Nyee12)

Prepositional pronouns have the same segmental form as the long subject pronouns.
However, in addition to taking the prefix d-, prepositional pronouns are post-verbal
and differ in tone from long subject pronouns.

(32) Prepositional pronouns
Singular person pronouns  Plural person pronouns

-4an(4) 150 -agga 1pO
-55n(%) 250 -5ggd 2p0O
-éen(a) 3s0 -£gge 3pO

Occasionally, the third singular prepositional pronoun is attached to a preposition or
other word category without the prefix @-. In (33), the pronoun -£¢n is shortened to
-& on the preposition f4d-£ ‘down’ and literally means ‘down of it (egg’s head)’.

22 As with subject pronouns, third singular dative pronouns are sometimes used for third
plural referents.
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(33) > kslsd =3 dur-s =3n3 gel tad-g ba bel-da wa
and egg=DEF  bury-COMP= head. down- oh burst not
PAS 3sPs 3s0
‘And the egg put in the ground with its top side down did not burst.’
(Fand21)

In chapter 12, it is discussed how body part locatives can be used with nouns of
reference as in (34a) or with pronouns of reference as in (b). The latter is a special
kind of prepositional pronoun called a ‘locative prepositional pronoun’.

(34a) Body part locative ££n ‘behind’ with noun reference #fii ‘tree’
ald=4 £ pard3 afia één>
fox =DEF 3sN jump tree behind
‘Fox jumped behind the tree.’

(b) Body part locative d-££n ‘behind’ with third singular pronoun reference;
also called a locative prepositional pronoun
ald=4 3 pérd=i d-éép
fox =DEF 3sN jump=3sAM PP-behind.3sO
‘Fox jumped behind him (lit. jumped him behind him).” (Goat12)

(¢) Third singular possessed singular body part noun & ‘back’
ald=4 3 pards gEn 551
fox = DEF 3sN jump back.3sPs up
‘Fox jumped on his back.’

Locative prepositional pronouns are often close in form to inherently possessed body
part nouns which do not occur without being possessed by someone (Payne
1997:105-106). As discussed in 5.2.4, speakers cannot say ‘back’, ‘hand’, ‘head’,
etc. without also including the possessor along with the noun (i.e. 231 ‘my.back’, 331
‘your.back’, & ‘his.back’, etc.). Although their vowels distinguish person as in
locative prepositional pronouns (d-44n ‘behind-me’, d-33n ‘behind-you’, d-één
‘behind-him”), inherently possessed body parts such as &&n in (34c) have no
prepositional prefix d- and differ in tone than when used as locative prepositional
pronouns as in (34b). In chapter 12, it will be shown that body part locatives with
noun references such as (34a) of this section do not distinguish person and are thus a
distinct lexical category from possessed body part nouns. Since locative
prepositional pronouns have different tone than the respective body part nouns from
which they are taken, they are analyzed categorically as locatives rather than as
nouns with locative meaning through metaphorical extension. Further, since they

23 The body part locative 44n ‘behind’ can also be used to reference the third singular noun
afii ‘tree’, indicating that the vowel aa, which refers to first person in pronouns, no longer
refers to person in this phrase.
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attach the same prepositional prefix d- as other prepositional pronouns, they are also
analyzed as prepositional pronouns rather than as mere locatives.

In (35a), the locative prepositional pronoun d-££7 ‘on-it’ is close in form to the
inherently possessed body part noun &£/ ‘his.head’. If the meaning were ‘on its
head’, the word &£/, followed by the locative 357 “‘up’, would be used. In (b), the
locative prepositional pronoun d-ii-muni-gg ‘in.front.of-them’ is used. In both of
these examples, as well as in (34b), the third singular marked object pronoun =7is
attached to the verb preceding the prepositional pronoun. In (35c¢), the third singular
object pronoun represents a third plural referent.

(35) Locative prepositional pronoun examples

(a) bel Minsibb taéén & ddds € abb=i d-éél
named Minjib then 3sN starts 3sN rides=3sAM PP-on.3sO
‘. . called Minyjib rode his horse proudly (lit. rides it on it).” (Minj13)

(b) na dn=1{ 3 pal=i tad d-fi-muu-gg
REL.SG bad=RDM 3sN fall=3sAM down PP-3pO-front-PL
‘(thing) which is bad fell down in front of them
(lit. falls to them down in front of them).” (Thng8)

Just as the inherently possessed body part noun V'V ‘body’ is used as a reflexive
pronoun, other inherently possessed body part nouns of 5.2.4 are used as locative

prepositional pronouns, including the word V'Vp ‘body’ (for the meaning ‘under”)

(36) Body part nouns and locative prepositional pronouns

Body part nouns Locative prepositional pronouns

Person | NSG NPL PREP PREP
PRON SG PRON PL

1 aan  ddng ‘body’ -3 -33ng “under’
2 3%y  uung -ttp -alng
3 g€y  ling -iip -fing
1 aalg 3ddlg ‘stomach’ | -délg -33lg ‘inside’
2 dlg  uulg -35lg -tulg
3 gelg ilg -é€lg -filg
1 aal  ddlg ‘head’ -aal -33lg ‘above’
2 331 uulg =551 -tulg
3 gl ilg -€€l -ilg
1 aan g ‘back’ -aan -33n ‘behind’
2 n  uupg -39n -aun
3 gEn  lding -één -fip
1 mii  muugg ‘face’ -damu -8dmuugg  ‘in front of’
2 -Gima -tumuugg
3 -€Emi -fimuugg
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with different tone than for reflexive pronouns. In (36), mai ‘face’ is the only body
part used as a prepositional pronoun that is not an inherently possessed body part.



