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Henk van Steenbergen was born in Gorinchem on the 16th of September 1981. He 

attended secondary and higher technical education (Electrotechnology) in Gorin-

chem and Den Haag. From 2002 to 2007, he studied Psychology and Philosophy at 

Leiden University. He received his Bachelor's degree Psychology (cum laude) in 

2005 and his Bachelor's degree Philosophy of Psychology in 2007. After complet-

ing his Psychology Research Master thesis on a functional magnetic resonance 

imaging (fMRI) study on action-effect learning, he graduated cum laude in Sep-

tember 2007. 

From 2007 to 2011, he did his PhD research which was supervised by dr. Guido 

Band and prof.dr. Bernhard Hommel (Cognitive Psychology, Leiden University & 

Leiden Institute for Brain and Cognition). This research focused on the influence 

of affect and motivation on cognitive control. He used behavioral, physiological, 

and neuroimaging techniques to study the neurocognitive mechanism of this 

regulation. The results of his PhD research are described in this thesis. 

Henk van Steenbergen is currently working as an assistant professor at Leiden 

University. Here, he continues to work with prof.dr. Bernhard Hommel. Together 

with prof.dr. Reinout Wiers and dr. Sanne de Wit (University of Amsterdam) he is 

going to investigate the cognitive and motivational components of decision mak-

ing in relation to dopamine and addictive behavior. 
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