
In praise of death : history and poetry in medieval Marwar (South
Asia)
Kamphorst, J.

Citation
Kamphorst, J. (2008, June 18). In praise of death : history and poetry in medieval Marwar
(South Asia). Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/12986
 
Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/12986
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/12986


In Praise of Death 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This research was funded by the Research School CNWS (Leiden University) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Cover illustration: Hero stone dedicated to the warrior-hero and god Pabuji (© Janet 
Kamphorst) 
Cover design: Maedium, Utrecht 
Lay out: Manoj K. Tiwary 
 
ISBN  978 90 8728 044 4 
e-ISBN 978 90 4850 603 3 
NUR  610 
 
© Kamphorst / Leiden University Press, 2008 
 
All rights reserved. Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no 
part of this book may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, 
or transmitted, in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording or otherwise) without the written permission of both the copyright owner 
and the author of the book. 



 
 

In Praise of Death 

History and Poetry in Medieval Marwar (South Asia) 

 

 

Proefschrift 

ter verkrijging van 

de graad van Doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden, 

op gezag van Rector Magnificus prof. mr. P.F. van der Heijden, 

volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties 

te verdedigen op 18 juni 2008 

klokke 13. 45 uur 

 

door 

 

Janet Kamphorst 

geboren te New Delhi in 1965 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Promotiecommissie: 
 
Promotor:  Prof. dr. D. H. A. Kolff 
 
Co-promotores: Dr. Th. Damsteegt  

     Dr. J.L.L. Gommans 

 
Referent:            Prof. dr. H. Tambs-Lyche 
 
Overige Leden: Prof. dr. M. Boehm-Tettelbach 

     Prof. dr. A. Griffiths  
     Dr. H.J.H. Tieken 

 



Contents 
 
 
 
 
 
List of Illustrations        6 
Acknowledgements        7 
 
 1  Death and Deification       10 
 2  Introduction to the Sources      26 
 3  Narrative Content       54 
 4  Dimgal Prosody        86 
 5  Fierce Virtues        114 
 6  Pabuji’s World        146 
 7  Warriors, Robbers and Priests     196 
 8  Charan Identities       220 
 9  Kolu          262 
10  By Way of Conclusion      290 
 
Appendix: Academic Transliterations     303 
 
Bibliography         345 
Index           371 
Summary (Dutch)        374 
    
 
 



6 

List of illustrations  
 
The copyrights of all illustrations rest with the author except where otherwise credited. 
 
p.  10 Pabuji’s altar at the Kolu temple. 
p.  12 Map of the region. 
p.  14 Pabuji’s temple (Kolu).  
p.  26 Pābūjī dhāṃdhala āsthāṃnauta rā dūhā (Ms. 14458). 
p.  28 Pābujī rā chaṃda (Ms. 5470). 
p.  53 Handwritten dohā (contemporary Charan tradition). 
p.  54 Makeshift altar with hero stones dedicated to Pabuji (Malunga). 
p.  86 Shri Samdu Charan recites pābūjī rā duhā (Rama). 
p. 114 Memorial pillar at Kolu oṛhaṇ. 
p. 146 Historical image of Pabuji and his companions Camda and Dhembo (artist unknown). 
p. 156 Some of Pabuji’s different iconographic forms at the Kolu temple. 
p. 164 Dhamdhal warriors’ hero stones at Kher (Keru). 
p. 172 Pabuji’s red temple and white temple at Kolu. 
p. 174 Oldest hero stone dedicated to Pabuji (Kolu temple). 
p. 175 Kīrtistaṃbh in the middle of the courtyard (Kolu temple). 
p. 196 Bhil memorial stones at the Kolu temple. 
p. 210 Bhil memorial stones at the Kolu temple. 
p. 211 Mātā-epic performed next to the Thori memorial stone.  
p. 213 Kolu’s communal pasture (oṛhaṇ). 
p. 220 Charan goddess Karni (Deshnok temple) (Courtesy of Mr. Paul Velthoven, 
Amsterdam). 
p. 238 Hinglaj temple (Talar-i-band, Makran Coast Range) (Courtesy of Mr. Khalid Omar, 
Karachi). 
p. 240 Ninth-century statue of Durga (Rajasthan) (Courtesy of the Michael C. Carlos Museum 
of Emory University. Photo by Bruce M. White,  2004 Emory Museum). 
p. 244 Dome-shaped Themrarai temple (Pabusar). 
p. 246 Devotional picture of the goddess Karni as a shepherdess (artist unknown). 
p. 251 The Karni Mata temple (Deshnok). 
p. 255 Approximate location of Baluchi, Sindhi, Rajput and Gujarati communities c.1300-
1400 (Courtesy of the University of Texas Libraries). 
p. 261 A Sagati on horse back (Hinglaj temple, Jaisalmer). 
p. 262 A popular portrayal of Pabuji (artist unknown). 
p. 267 Vishnu (Kolu temple). 
p. 270 Rupnath’s bhākharī (Kolu Desert). 
p. 279 Geo-myth: Rupnath’s footprint at his bhākharī (Kolu Desert). 
p. 290 An abandoned well with an undated hero stone of Pabuji and one of his Bhil archers 
(Kolu oṛhaṇ). 
 



7 

Acknowledgements  
 
 
 
Numerous Rajasthani poets, priest and devotees of Rajasthan’s gods and 
goddesses helped me in finding answers to the questions posed in this 
thesis. For their knowledgeable and kind guidance, I would like to 
especially thank Shri Subh Karan Deval (Karni Kutir, Jodhpur), Dr. 
Sohan Dan Charan (Jodhpur University), Dr. C.P. Deval (Charan 
Research Institute, Ajmer), Prof. B.S. Samaur (Taranagar University) 
and Shri Tulsi Singh Rathaur (Kolu). 
 Many performers of Rajasthani poetry gave their precious time to 
help me understand the meanings they attribute to poetry and songs in 
praise of warrior-heroes. I am particular grateful to the performers Shri 
Jetha Ram and Shri Asha Ram and their families (Kolu) and the poet 
Shri Udaydan Naravat (Sivana). Prof. Gopal Singh Rathaur and his sons 
Mahipal and Jaipal offered professional support in recording and 
interpreting contemporary Rajasthani performance traditions. 
 For their expert assistance during my archival researches in 
Rajasthan, I am indebted to Dr. H.S. Bhati and his staff at the Rajasthani 
Research Institute (Chaupasni). I would also like to thank the secretarial 
staff of the CNWS Research School and of the Kern Institute and its 
library. I am grateful to the Research School CNWS for providing 
financial support for this project. I am much indebted to the Michael C. 
Carlos Museum (Atlanta), Mr. Paul Veltman (Amsterdam) and Mr. 
Khalid Omar (Karachi) for their kind permission to re-print copyrighted 
visual materials. 
 For his help with Rajasthani interpretations and diacritics, I am 
beholden to Dr. John D. Smith (Cambridge University). For 
commenting on earlier versions of this study, I would like to thank Dr. 
Rajat Datta (Jawaharlal Nehru University), Dr. Lars Martin Fosse 
(Oslo), Dr. Jan Jansen (Leiden University) and Dr. Rolf Lunheim 
(University of Trondheim). I would like to thank Dr. Dick Plukker 
(India Institute Amsterdam) for his notes on medieval Hindi idiom. 
Paleontologist and indologist Dr. Alexandra van der Geer (National 
University of Athens) generously shared with me her profound 
knowledge of South Asian fauna. 
 His Highness Gaj Singhji II, Maharaja of Jodhpur kindly granted 
me permission to work at the Mansingh Pustak Prakash archives at 
Jodhpur Fort. I would also like to express my gratitude for the help 
extended by Prof. Dilbagh Singh (Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi), Shri Acharya and Dr. Vasumati Sharma (Oriental Research 



8 

Institute Rajasthan, Jodhpur), Kanwar Mahendra Singh Nagar 
(Mansingh Pustak Prakash, Jodhpur) and Dr. Ranjit Singh (Sri 
Natnagar Sodh Samsthan, Sitamau). And I would like to thank Dr. Usha 
Rathaur for the kind hospitality extended by her. 
 For their friendship and hospitality, I would like to express my 
thankfulness to my extended family and friends in India, the 
Netherlands and America: family S.N. Tiwary, Mrs. Maya Norula, 
family d’Audretch, Mikela Blom, Gerdien Meijerink, Maarten Reuser, 
Ellen Topman, Inno de Veen, Carlo Verheul and Willem Zwart. When I 
first returned to India in 1989, the late Surender K. Kandhari made me 
feel at home. He continued to do so in his chivalrous way until his 
untimely death in 2004. 
 This study is dedicated to my parents Arie and Hanneke 
Kamphorst Emondt-Fauël: thank you for always being there for me. 
This study is also dedicated to my sister Nicoline Kamphorst: thank you 
for your love and wisdom. In times of need, my brother-in-law Leonard 
Chappin granted me the privileged use of his easy chair. My nephews 
Mathieu, Philip, Anant, Ambar and Sasha and my niece Jaya diligently 
provided much needed distractions. 
 
 
Above all, this work is dedicated to my husband Manoj K. Tiwary. I 
doubt that this manuscript would have been completed without his 
practical and intellectual support or his continued faith in my project. I 
cannot imagine a better hamasafar. 

 
 

The Hague, 2008 



 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hero stones at the temple of the warrior-god Pabuji Dhamdhal 
Rathaur in Kolu (Rajasthan). 


