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An Abstract of the Dissertation of Giil Ozatesler, for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy from the Atatiirk Institute for Modern Turkish History to be taken 2011
Title: The Forced Dislocation of Gypsy People from the Town of Bayrami¢, Canakkale

in 1970

This oral project draws upon Gypsies’ and non-Gypsies’ narratives of forced
dislocation from the town of Bayramic in 1970 with a focus on the recruitment of
categories of Gypsyness and Turkishness. It reveals different perspectives and memory
constructions along with the positions taken in the attacks and the socioeconomic
structure. It displays how and why the social categories functioned by underlining the
flexibility of the category of Gypsyness and Turkishness in the town’s context. It
discloses how ethnic and other identities represented in cultural spheres can be employed
to conceal socio-economic and political inequalities. Thus, the general constitutions of
the aforementioned categories in relation to citizenship, nationalism, class and ethnicity
in Turkey with an urge for a critical thinking on the logic of national historiography
through a particular case and its reflections on ordinary people’s lives are presented. Our
particular case will also exemplify how different categories work in relation to national
identity, discourse and practices. How nationalism takes different forms and
identifications, how and/or when Turkishness is realized and practiced differently, how
Gypsyness is constructed in relation to dominant perceptions especially on Turkishness

are among the issues of this research.
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Atatiirk Tlke ve Inkilap Tarihi Enstitisi’nde Doktora derecesi
icin Giil Ozategler tarafindan teslim edilen tezin 6zeti

Baslik: 1970’te Cingenelerin Canakkale-Bayrami¢ Kasabasindan Zorla Cikariligi

Bu s6zIu tarih projesi, Cingene olan ve olmayan kasabalilarin 1970 yilinda
Cingenelerin Canakkale’nin Bayramig kasabasindan zorla ¢ikarilis1 tizerinden Cingenelik
ve Turklik kategorilerine baglantili olarak kurduklart anlatilarina dayanmaktadir. Bu
sekilde, sosyoekonomik yap1 ve saldirilarda alinan pozisyonlarla beraber farkls
perspektifleri ve bellek yapilandirmalarini agiga ¢itkarmaktadir. Bu ¢aligma, kasabanin
kendi baglaminda Turklik ve Cingenelik kategorilerinin esnekligine odaklanarak
toplumsal kategorilerin nasil ve neden islerlik kazandigini géstermeyi hedeflemektedir. Bu
tez, kultiirel alanda sunulan etnik ve diger kategorilerin sosyoekonomik ve politik
esitsizlikleri 6rtmek icin nasil kullanilabilindigini de aciga ¢itkarmaktadir. Bu yonde, farklt
topluluklarin anlatilariyla bahsi gegen kategorilerin genel yapilandirilmalari arasindaki
baglantilar1 Turkiye’deki milliyeteilik, vatandaslik, sinif ve etnisite ile iligkili olarak
sunacagim. Milliyetciligin nasil farkli bicimler ve 6zdesimler edindigi, Turkligun nasil
ve/veya ne zaman farkli sekilde anlasilip farkl sekilde pratik edildigi, Cingeneligin
Ozellikle Turklik Gzerine olan baskin algilamalara baglantili olarak nasil kuruldugu bu

calismanin meseleleri dahilindedir.
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