Universiteit

4 Leiden
The Netherlands

Federalism and ethnic conflict in Ethiopia. A comparative study of the

Somali and Benishangul-Gumuz regions
Adegehe, A K.

Citation

Adegehe, A. K. (2009, June 11). Federalism and ethnic conflict in Ethiopia. A comparative
study of the Somali and Benishangul-Gumuz regions. Retrieved from
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13839

Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)
Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the

Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden
Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13839

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13839

Acknowledgements

Several institutions and individuals supported me during my doctoral
study. I am grateful to all of them. I wish to thank the Cooperation
Programme between the Department of Political Science and
International Relations (DPISR), Addis Ababa University and the
Norwegian Centre for Human Rights (NCHR), University of Oslo
which provided me the financial support for my doctoral study.

Several people in both Addis Ababa and in the study regions
assisted me in the collection of data for this study. I am grateful to all
of them. In particular, I thank my interviewees who shared with me
their candid views on the issues covered in this thesis.

I am grateful to the Department of Political Science of the Leiden
University which provided me an ample environment for my
research. I thank the staff members of the Department’s Secretariat,
especially Mariska Roos; the FSW and ASC libraries; and the
university’s International Office, particularly the admissions officer,
Alfons Koch who were always willing to help. I also acknowledge the
support and encouragement of fellow PhD students (AIOs) and other
colleagues in the Department. In particular, I would like to mention
Hans Vollaard; Malehoko Tshoaedi and Gherardo Schetlis for their
friendship during my stay in Leiden. Hans also translated the
summary of the thesis into Dutch. I am also indebted to the members
of the AIO Seminar who read and commented on the earlier drafts of
this thesis.

Colleagues at the DPSIR, Addis Ababa University encouraged me
throughout my study. Special thanks go to Kassahun Berhanu,
Tafesse Olika, Hussein Jemma and Jalele Erega.

I am grateful to several Ethiopian colleagues who were following
their doctoral studies in several Dutch universities during my days in
Leiden. I particularly mention Abraham Alemu, Mulugeta Seyoum,
Bayleyegn Tassew, Berhanu Gebeyehu, Paulos Chanie, Asefa Fisshea
and Zenebe Gebreegziabher for their words of encouragement.
Abraham also helped me in the editing of the final manuscript.

i1



Leiden became for me a home away home because of many
Ethiopian friends in the city and its surroundings. I thank them all for
their warm hospitability. Particularly, I would like to mention Azeb
Amha and her family; Berouk Abate and his wife Hillina Asnake;
Teshome Ayalew; Yusuf Degefaw; Aregawi Berhe and Abiy Asheafi.

I thank my parents — my mother Ayelech Asfaw and my father
Kefale Adegehe for their love and encouragement throughout my
educational career. I am also grateful my fiancée Woinshet Mezegebu
for her love and patience throughout my study.

Finally, I wish to thank Leslie O’Brien who edited the final
manuscript.

Addis Ababa, April 25, 2009

v



Abstract

In the contemporary world, state restructuring has become a global
phenomenon. In almost all corners of the world, there are currently
efforts that aim at redesigning structures of states in response to
demands of communities for increased participation in the politico-
economic realm. In this context, federalism has become attractive to
multiethnic countries as a way of maintaining balance between such
lofty ideas as ‘self-rule’ and ‘shared-rule’ As a result, today many
countries all across the world are experimenting with federalism and
other forms of autonomy in order to resolve inter-ethnic conflicts and
tensions.

Ethiopia witnessed a major turning point in the arena of national
politics since the early 1990s. One of the most important features of
the political changes in the post-1991 period has been the recasting
of the Ethiopian state into an ethnic federation. In doing so, the
country has constitutionally formalized ethnicity as a fundamental
principle of state organisation, representation and political
mobilisation. As a result, both ethnicity and governance experienced
changes. This thesis analyses the impacts of federalism on ethnic
conflicts in Ethiopia in general and in the Somali and Benishangul-
Gumuz regions in particular by using comparative and empirical
approaches.

This study broadly examines three key questions. First, it seeks to
problematise the question of federalism and ethnic conflicts at the
theoretical level. Second, it discusses factors such as conflicts and
unequal ethnic relations that led to the reconstitution of the Ethiopian
state into an ethnic federation. Third, it considers the impact of
federalism on ethnic conflicts from two broad angles, intra-regional
and inter-regional conflicts. In fact, as will be demonstrated in several
chapters of this thesis, both the Somali and the Benishangul-Gumuz
regions were affected by conflicts that have been in one way or
another intertwined with the federal restructuring of the country. For
instance, in the multiethnic Benishangul-Gumuz region, intra-regional
conflicts emerged at two levels — between the newly empowered
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‘titular’ ethnic groups and the titular and the ‘non-titular’ groups. This
shows how ethnic federalism would have different outcomes for
different groups. In the Somali region, intra-regional conflicts on the
main emerged among different clans. When it comes to inter-regional
conflicts, ethnic federalism has different conflict outcomes. On the
one hand, the reconstitution of the country into an ethnic federation
led to the transformation of ‘traditional’ resource conflicts (e.g.
between the Somali and their neighbours) into nation-state type
boundary conflicts. The boundary thinking that federalism engenders
at local and regional levels, on the other hand, induces conflicts
between groups who in the past had peaceful relationships (e.g.
conflicts between Gumuz and Oromo neighbours).

This thesis also examines contextual factors such as democracy
and rule of law that explain the success and failures of federalist
projects in striking the ‘right’ balance between unity and diversity.
This is necessary to appreciate the gap that prevails between the
theory and practice of Ethiopian federalism. Finally, the thesis
synthesises the theoretical and empirical discussions and seeks to
identify some of the institutional and ideological aspects of Ethiopian
ethnic federalism that need reform.
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