Universiteit

U Leiden
The Netherlands

Roots of women's union activism: South Africa 1973-2003
Tshoaedi, C.M.

Citation
Tshoaedi, C. M. (2008, December 10). Roots of women's union activism: South Africa
1973-2003. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13330

Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13330

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13330

Roots of Women’s Union

Activism:

South Africa 1973-2003

Cynthia Malehoko Tshoaedi



Cover design: by Vincent Masoga, September 23rd, 2008, Johannesburg. Printed
by permission of the artist.



Roots of Women’s Union Activism:
South Africa 1973-2003

PROEFSCHRIFT

Ter verkrijging van
de graad van Doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden,
op gezag van de Rector Magnificus Prof. Mr. P.F. van der Heijden,
volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties
te verdedigen op woensdag 10 december 2008
klokke 11:00 uur.

Door

Cynthia Malehoko Tshoaedi

Geboren te Johannesburg, South Africa, in 1975



Promotor:
Prof. Dr. J. V. Outshoorn
Prof. Dr. E. Webster (University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg)

Overige leden:

Prof. Dr. C. I. Risseeuw
Dr. W. J. M. van Kessel
Dr. P. Kopecky

This research has been funded by grant WB 43-298 of the Netherlands
Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO), WOTRO Science for Global
Development.



Table of Contents

List of Abbreviations
Acknowledgements

1. South African Women'’s Struggles against Racial and Gender

OPDVESSION .....ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeee et e e e e e e e e e e e e e 1
The research objectives of this study, therefore, are the following: .................. 4
South African women’s struggles against pass laws: did women defend or
challenge patriarchy? .........c..oeeiiiiiiiiieee et 5
A critical review of South African studies of African women and patriarchal
oppression within the household ...............ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 12
Women and political organisations during the 1980s ...........cccoevveiiniiieinnnnnen. 16
Analysis of the transition period and the role of COSATU women in this
PLOCESS .t etteeteeeeeee e e e e e e e ettt e et e eeeaeeaaeeeeeeasasaaaasatbbbabebeaeeeeeeas 20
OUutling Of the theSIS .......uuvuiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e e e e e e 22
2. Gender, ldentity and Social Movements..................ccccccoeeevecenreeennnne. 25
Defining Social MOVEMENL.............ccoeiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiee e 26
The political opportunity StrUCTUIE ......c.vvvviiieeeeiiiieie e e e 30
Frame alignment in social movement theory...........cccocueeriiiiiiniiiiinieeinne, 34
Collective identity in social movement theory ...........cccccvviviieeeiiiiiieieeeeeenee, 37
Research process and methods...........cooccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicee e, 40
CONCIUSION. ...ttt ettt et e e 50
3. Women’s Activism in Workplace Struggles....................ccccecuvvveeeann... 51
African workers’ struggles for trade union rights in the 1970s ....................... 52
African women and formal labour markets ............cccoeuieeiniiiiiniiiniiice, 59
Representation of women in COSATU UNIONS.........cceeeeriiiiiieeeeniniiiieeeeeeennee, 61
Women and trade union struggles in South Africa........cccoocveeeiiiiiniiieennnen. 63
Women challenging gender specific issues in the workplace ......................... 67
(07031167 11 R 103 FO SRR 76
4. Roots of Activism: Social Biography and Activism ............................ 79
Observations of apartheid oppression in the 1950s to the early 1970s period . 80
Observations of apartheid oppression during the 1980s...........ccccvvviieernnneen. 86
The sexist nature of apartheid 1aws ...........oooovviiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e, 89
Sexual violence against WOMEN in SOCIELY ......ccceeeruvrrireeeriiiiiieeeeeeniiieeeeeenes 91
Gender relations and inequalities within the family.....................cc. 93

Observations of women as family providers .............cccoeecvviiieeieiiiiieiee e, 95



Abusive and oppressive relationships with men...........cccooveeiinieiinnieinnnnen. 97

(07031167 11 R 1023 FO PSPPSR 101
5. Women in the forefront of Workers’ Struggles.................ccccc......... 103
Women’s experiences of the workplace............oocooiveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiineees 104
Issues of maternity leave under apartheid.............cccoeevviiiieieiiiiiiiee e, 108
Sexual harassment in the Workplace...........cccveiiieieiiiiiiiieeeiiiieee e, 110
Experiences of the workplace in the post-apartheid era..............ccccveeeennnee. 111
Trade union mobilisation in the early 1970s............ccooeviiiieiiiiiiiieeeeeene, 114
“Women were very militant and fearless of management”.......................... 122
Trade union mobilisation post apartheid era............ooecvvviiieiiiiiiiiieeeenn, 124
Empowerment of women workers by trade unions.............cccceeeevvvveeeerennnen. 128
Women activists define their mobilisation and actions..........c..c..ceevvveeennnne. 130
(07031167 11 R 101 FO PSPPSR 132
6. Gender Struggles at the Personal Level.....................cccccccooveuvenannn. 133
‘Sacrifice, determination and commitment’ ..........ccccoeeeeeeeieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. 134
Different strokes for different folks: how women address their subordinate
positions within personal relationships.............coceevviiiiieeiiiiiiiiieeeiiee e, 135
Married women forced to make a choice ..........cccuvieviiiiiiniiii i 142
The freedom of not being married...........ccceeeveiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiee e 145
Domestic chores and childcare responsibilities: how do women negotiate these
TESPONSTDIIILIES? ..eeeiiiiiiiiiee et e e e e e e ee e e e e enaes 146
CONCIUSION. ...ttt ettt e e 147
7. Gender Politics in Trade Unions: Debates on Gender Equality....... 149
Hostility towards women as leaders in the unions............ccccccoeeeeeniveeeeennns 150
How do women create the space for addressing women’s issues?................ 154
Women’s fight to access key leadership positions...........cccceeeeriieeenieeeennee. 167
How have the changes in the political and economic context influenced
women’s struggles within COSATU? .......ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 175
(0703116 11 R 1023 FO PSS RPRSRI 176
8. COSATU Women and the Politics of Transition ............................. 179
COSATU women’s organisation prior to the WNC .............coocoiiiiiininnnn. 181
Struggles for hegemonic control of the women’s movement....................... 184
The Women’s National Coalition: understanding the differences?................ 187
The process of drafting the Women’s Charter and the challenges with the
deciSION-MAKING PrOCESSES....uuvvvrireeeeiiiiiereeeeiirrreeeeeeeaerreeeeeeesssrreeeesesssnrees 191
Did COSATU have impact on the WNC? ........ccccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeciiee e, 194
CONCIUSION. ...ceiiitiiit ettt e e e 197
9. CONCIUSTON. ..., 199

The political mobilisation of African women: the significance of racial
TACNEILY .ttt e e ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e ntabeeaeeeenenabeaeeeesennrees 199



Women and the struggles for trade union rights in South Africa.................. 201
Processes of gender consciousness resulting from individual experiences.... 203

Collective gender solidarity and activism against gender inequality............. 204
COSATU women and the transition ProCess ............ceeveuvrereeerevevereeeeeenennnens 208
COSATU women and the feminist perspective..........cccvvveeeeeeecniereeeeeeennen. 210
Gender equality in democratic South Africa .........cccoeveiiiiiiieiiiiiiieeeee 211
Suggestions for further research............ccoeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 212
Appendix 1. List of INterviewees ................ccccc.eeeeeecveiieeeeiiiieeeeeeenennn. 215
Appendix 2. The Women’s Charter for Effective Equality.................... 217
ATChive Material........c.ueiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 225
INEEINEL SOUTCES. .. iiiiiiiieiee e 227
Bibliographiy .......cooiiiiiiieeee e 229
SAMENVALLING ......eviiiiieieiiiiii et e e e et e e e e et eeeeas 241

ADOUL the AULROT ...oeceee e 245



Acronyms and abbreviations

ANC
ANCWL
COSATU
CCAWASA
CEC
CEPPWAWU

CWIU

DP

IFP

FAWU
FEDTRAW
FOSATU
NALEDI
NEDCOM
NEDLAC
NEHAWU
NOB

NOW
NUM
NUMSA
NUTW
PPWAWU
POPCRU
SACCAWU

SACTU
SACTWU
SADTU
SAMWU
SARHWU
SATAWU

African National Congress

African National Congress Women’s League

Congress of South African Trade Unions

Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers of South Africa
Central Executive Committee

Chemical, Paper, Printing, Wood and Allied Workers’
Union

Chemical Workers’ Industrial Union

Democratic Party

Inkatha Freedom Party

Food and Allied Workers” Union

Federation of Transvaal Women

Federation of South African Trade Unions

National Labor and Economic Development Institute
National Education Committee

National Economic Development and Labor Council
National Education, Health and Allied Workers’ Union
National Office Bearers

Natal Organization of Women

National Union of Mineworkers

National Union of Metal Workers of South Africa
National Union of Textile Workers

Paper, Printing, Wood and Allied Workers” Union
Police, Prisons and Civil Rights Union

South African Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers’
Union

South African Textile Union

South African Clothing and Textile Workers’ Union
South African Democratic Teachers’ Union

South African Municipal Workers’ Union

South African Railway and Harbor Workers” Union
South African Transport and Allied Workers’ Union



TGWU Transport and General Workers” Union
UDF United Democratic Front

Uwo United Women’s Organization

WNC Women’s National Coalition



To my mother Nomthandazo and my late father Mothobi



Acknowledgements

At home we say Umtu gumtu ngabantu (you are who you are through others).
My intellectual growth and achievements thus far would not have been possible
without the generosity and commitment of several individuals. I am thankful for
their support and guidance throughout this journey.

To all the women who took part in this research | say Igama lamakhosikazi
malibongwe. Without their bounteous generosity and willingness to share their
personal stories with a stranger, this study would not have materialised.

During the course of my PhD research in the Netherlands, 1 was fortunate to
be placed at the Joke Smit Institute for Women’s Studies. I thank the Institute’s
director, Prof. Dr Joyce Outshoorn, also my supervisor, for providing a good
intellectual environment which kept me motivated and focused on the big idea,
ensuring the successful completion of the project.

The Sociology of Work Programme (SWOP) at Wits University in South
Africa also offered institutional support during my visits at home while
conducting field-work. SWOP director Prof. Dr Eddie Webster provided
invaluable intellectual guidance, which profoundly shaped this research project.

Sakhela Buhlungu, has been immensely supportive during this journey and I
am immensely grateful to him. His incisive comments and questions were
extremely helpful in sharpening my thinking processes and improving on earlier
drafts. I would like to thank Ineke van Kessel who read through my initial
research proposals at the beginning of this long journey. Her contribution in this
research process is deeply appreciated.

I also want to indicate my appreciation to all the financial institutions that
funded this PhD study. I would not have been able to complete the dissertation
without the financial support from the Leiden University Mandela Scholarship;
the South African National Research Foundation (NRF) and the Netherlands
Foundation for the Advancement of Tropical Research (WOTRO/NWO).

Much appreciation goes to the Department of Political Science for all the
technical assistance offered during the whole period of my study. The
administrative personnel in the department have been sterling in their support,
especially Mariska Roos. Thank you to all my colleagues in the department for
the small talks and words of encouragement. I am most grateful to Hans
Vollaard; Petr Kopecky; Marius de Geus and his family, Gherardo Scherlis and
Maria Spirova for their kind and encouraging words, especially when I needed it
most. To Asnake Kefale, who has truly been a good friend throughout the entire
period: thank you for always being willing to listen. Thank you for the cups of



tea, music and the company, especially on weekends at the department. And to
Pauline Vincenten and Sanne Rijkhoff for their help in preparing the manuscript
for publication.

I would also like to thank my friends who supported me in various ways
during this long period. Achieng Ojwang, my comrade in the PhD process, thank
you for your patience in listening to my crazy thoughts every time I got stuck.
Sarah Mosoetsa and Grace Khunou, you are amazing and inspirational friends. I
cannot thank you enough for the emails, phone calls and attending to short notice
requests. Jocelyn Vass, Dinki Dube, Zanele Khoza, Maki Mashiane and
Nokuthula Mthimkulu, thank you for your unconditional support throughout the
whole period.

Holland became a second home away from home for me because of the
wonderful friends I had there. I am grateful to Mattea Spatharakis, Anka Bilsen,
Tineke Griffioen, Remco van der Laan, Semra Aslan and Jantine Oldersma for
making me feel at home. I am also grateful to my imported South African friends
Lwazi Lushaba, Vonani Rikhotso and Dithoto Modungwa who shared with me
experiences of being far away from the comfort zone of home. To Youmbi
Meanchop, Holland would not have been the same without your friendship.

I would like to thank my brothers Teboho, Diphapang, my sister Seajoa and
sister in-law, Nocawe, for always being supportive and encouraging of my
educational endeavours. To my late brother, Motseki who passed on in 2004, I
know you’d be celebrating with us. To my nephews Sandisile, Ofentse and
nieces Thandazo, Palesa, Kutlwano and Thoko; you have inspired me in more
ways than you could imagine.

A special thank you to my mother, Thandi, whose love, support and
confidence in me has carried me through the whole process. Her high regard for
education and knowledge seeking has profoundly shaped my academic path. And
last but not least, my son Tshoaedi, the last three years since you’ve been in my
life have been amazing. Listening to your baby talk and your laughter over the
phone while I was away inspired me to work harder to complete this project. You
kept the light shining, o naledi yaka.









