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or in nineteenth-century West Tennessee.

Heart of the Tennessee Delta, p.7.

Even today the politically correct “African-American” is avoided in Haywood
County. “Blacks” is preferred by all the different groups in the area. “Negro” is
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Wilson, p.642.
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1bid, p.639.

Ibid., p.609.

Ibid., p.641.
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Ibid.
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Ibid., p.936.

The [Memphis] Commercial Appeal and The Jackson Sun.

An interesting mistake that I have noticed elsewhere in the Brownsville States-
Graphic and one that can be easily explained in the Bible Belt where people
were and still are as familiar with the word “cavalry” as with “calvary”.

The announcement was printed on an inside page. Information of this type had
lost its urgency and was becoming routine.

E-mail message from Ray Dixon to the author, October 31, 1998.

This explains why many Americans love Rambo, First Blood, Part II, which
features a heroic American soldier doing what the U.S. government according
to them had failed to do.

Cf. Robert D. Schulzinger, A4 Time for War: The United States and Vietnam,
1941-1975, Oxford University Press, New York, 1997, pp.280-81.

Kutler, p.442.

Oliver L. North and David Roth, One More Mission: Oliver North Returns to
Vietnam, New York, 1993, p.107.

Philip Caputo, 4 Rumor of War, New York, 1978, p.26.

Speech of November 3, 1969, Public Papers of the Presidents: Richard M.
Nixon, 1969, vol. 1, pp.901- 909.

Tennessee Blue Book, 1995-1996, p.411.

Brownsville is situated in the South, where the legacy of the recent past is still
visible today. I refer to the definitions of the Ku Klux Klan in The American
Heritage Dictionary (Boston, 1976, Reprinted 1985.: 1. A secret society
organized in the South after the Civil War to reassert white supremacy with
terroristic methods. 2. A secret fraternal organization founded in Georgia in
1915 and dedicated to maintaining legal and de facto segregation of blacks.
Cf. The Black Republican Party in the South during Reconstruction.

There never was a declaration of war, which is why the North Vietnamese felt
the Geneva convention did not apply. Hence captured U.S. pilots were
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. Wilson, p.640.
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The film industry in Hollywood is a case in point. The weather has been
regarded as the determining factor to account for the difference between the
North and the South by various scholars.
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George C. Herring, America’s Longest War: The United States and Vietnam,
1950-1975, New York, 1986, p.274.

Kutler, p.548.

Ibid., p.549.

The efforts made by the family of Richard K. Johnston of Brownsville is a case
in point. I became familiar with the specific details through a letter I received
from his sister, Susan K. Pettigrew, also of Brownsville, Tennessee:

I saw your letter in this week’s States-Graphic concerning information
about associations with persons involved in the Vietnam War. My
older brother, Rick, was a helicopter gunner in 1970 when his
helicopter went down near the Cambodian border. According to the
U.S. Army, all on board were killed. They said that the group was on
some sort of earlt morning mission and they struck “something” in the
fog, which caused the crash.

It has been twenty-five years since Rick was killed and besides the
void in all of our lives because of his absence, the Army has yet to
provide my parents with the Purple Heart. They say there is a backlog
of about 10,000 requests and the last time I spoke with them they
could not even find the paperwork regarding our request. [ am
working on other routes to get the Army to take some action on this. I
would like my parents to have Rick’s Purple Heart before they die.

So far (November, 2003) the Army has been unable to resolve the matter of the
Johnston family’s request for a posthumous Purple Heart.

Richard Reeves, President Kennedy: Profile of Power, New York, 1993, pp.
68-69.

Wilson, p.936.

The editorials in the Brownsville States-Graphic from 1960 through June 1962
were generally written by Paul Miller Sims, whose death was reported on July
6, 1962. He was born in Crockett Mills, the son of Dr. John and Effie Amos
Sims, but had lived in Brownsville since 1917. He was married to Miss Susie
Lee Grable in 1914. He was a member of the Church of Christ, and had been
an elder of the church for 36 years.

In the editorials of the Vietnam War era in the Brownsville States-Graphic
there is frequent evidence of an atmosphere that may be regarded as the
aftermath of the Civil War. Here as in other instances it is a case of the South
versus the rest of the United States.
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It is worth noting that, although in early 1964 U.S. troop presence in Vietnam
amounted to 16,300, the War in Vietnam had not yet been referred to in the
editorials of the local newspaper by July 1964.

The slogan advertized on the water tower in Brownsville.

Woodward has found the central theme of Southern history to be Southern
history itself.

I take the Vietnam War to start in 1960, when president Kennedy was elected;
the end of the war for the United States came in 1973, when all U.S. troops
were withdrawn.

A total of forty-seven people were interviewed: twenty-four were W/M; fifteen
W/F; nine B/M; 1 B/F. My original plan of achieving a certain balance in the
group to be interviewed, worked out from the point of view of professions, and
Vietnam veterans and their families, but did not quite if we look at the black
and white ratio. Approximately 20% of the interviewees was black. An
explanation for the imbalance is that for reasons that could not be explained, a
number of blacks declined to be interviewed. On one occasion a black man had
originally agreed to be interviewed, but he called back later, saying he had
better not. I discussed the problem with Martha Jane Williams, who said,
“They just don’t trust you.” When I asked her how it could hurt them, she
replied, "How could any contact with white people hurt you?”

Lane College in Jackson, Tennessee, is a one-hundred percent black college.
Blacks who had been evicted lived in tents near Summerville for many
months.

A Time for War, pp. 216,238-239,318,335.

For a discussion of the basic unfairness of the draft system, cf. Schulzinger,
p-238-239.

One More Mission, p.107.

Arnold R. Isaacs, Vietnam Shadows: The War, Its Ghosts, and Its Legacy,
Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, Maryland, 1997, pp. 46-47.

Ray Dixon, who was a member of the Draft Board, said that there were an
equal number of blacks and whites on the Draft Board, but that the secretary
was a white woman.

As this fragment in the interview with Jeff Hooper demonstrates the memory of
events going back thirty odd years, works like ice melting when the
temperature goes up. A leisurely pace or atmosphere is important; sipping
coffee or iced tea during a discussion and looking away at the surroundings and
the pauses that all this implies, are all inducive to stimulating the memory. For
a detailed discussion of the function and use of memory in oral history, cf. The
Oral History Reader, Robert Perks and Alistair Thomson, eds., London, 1998,
especially chapter 25, “Anzac Memories.”

It has struck me since that many white people that I interviewed invariably
came up with lieutenant Norman Lane, when asked for names of local
servicemen killed in Vietnam.

Carl von Clausewitz, On War (Vom Kriege), 1832, Anatol Rapoport, ed.
Reprinted. London, 1982, p.367.

Novato, California, 1982, p. 103

America’s Longest War, p. ix.

p.334.
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War, Oxford University Press, New york, 1996, p. 240.

Isabel Colegate, The Shooting Party, London, 1980.

For the biographical information on Laymon Johnson I have depended on an
article by C.T. Smith, originally published in the Brownsville States-Graphic in
1995.

This was also true of the Netherlands during World War II up to a point. But it
was the strict Protestants rather than the Roman-Catholics, who were very
patriotic. It was especially Protestants and communists. who played an active
part in the resistance movement. (Cf. Albert Oosthoek, De Knokploeg
Rotterdam-Zuid, 1944-1945, Rotterdam 1990; --------------- , Uit Trouw
Geboren: Illegaliteit in Oud-Beijerland, Oud-Beijerland, 1995). Geert Mak, in
De Eeuw van mijn Vader (Amsterdam, 1999) points to the same phenomenon
in greater detail: “... degenen die het meeste durfden, die de meeste
onderduikers hielpen en het meeste presteerden, waren de communisten en de
gereformeerden, uiterst links en uiterst rechts, vaak in broederlijke
samenwerking. De Gestapo chef van Delfzijl betitelde de gereformeerde
kerken ooit als de grootste illegale organisatie van Nederland (7% van de
bevolking zorgde voor 25% van de joodse onderduikers.”) [*...it was the
communists and the members of the Christian Reformed church, representing
the far left and the extreme right in the political spectrum, who, working in
unison, were the most courageous. The Gestapo commandant of Delfzijl
labelled the Christian Reformed church the largest illegal organization in the
Netherlands (7 percent of the population looked after 25 percent of all Jewish
persons in hiding.”- author’s translation](p. 280).

For the biographical information I am indebted to C.T. Smith’s article on Leon
King written for the Brownsville States-Graphic.

Biographical information from History of Haywood County, p.190.

We had just been talking about World War I from the British point of view,
remembering that the British government had had an ample supply of
volunteers in the initial stage of the war, and how when that changed all the
young men were drafted indiscriminately. And that the result had been that
many talented intellectuals from the universities had been killed in Flanders
and northern France.

Dirty Work, p.23.

A take-off from the North Vietnamese Hanoi Hanna, who tried to persuade
American soldiers to lay down arms and go home. Her famous predecessor in
the Far East during World War II was Shanghai Rose.

Tabernacle Camp, like Joyner Camp, is an annual family reunion and spiritual
revival rolled into one.

Bob Moses joined the Air Force. He was sent to Texas, then to England, where
he worked five days a week and was off on the weekends.

Peter, Paul, and Mary also was the group mentioned as an example of protest
music against the war in Vietnam by J. Wayne Flynt, in a meeting with the
author.
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Richard A. Couto, Lifting the Veil: A Political History of Struggles for
Emancipation, Nashville, Tennessee, 1993. Interestingly, the local Elma Ross
library did not have it on its shelves during the period I carried out research
(August 1995-August 1996).

In both Peter Taylor’s 4 Summons to Memphis (New York, 1987) and in V.S.
Naipaul’s 4 Turn in the South, the narrative starts from the perspective of an
“ex-patriate” Southerner, living in New York City, for whom it becomes
necessary to return to the South.

Peter Taylor, p.22.

1bid., p.26.

1bid., p.36.

Ibid., p.42.

Biographical information from the Brownsville States-Graphic.

Biographical information from History of Haywood County, pp. 98-99.
Biographical information from History of Haywood County, Tennessee, 1989,
p-62.

Ray Dixon probably meant Larry Land, whose name is on the War Monument
in Brownsville.

History of Haywood County, p.260.

Heart of the Tennessee Delta, p.69.

Tom Silvia’s view of the South reflected Faulkner’s Absalom, Absalom!
Apart from the optimism implied in this statement, it is perhaps more than
coincidental that Christmas is used as a point of reference. In the late summer
of 1914, when the Great War had just started, it was assumed that the war
would be over by Christmas. The underlying thought, perhaps, is that in
western culture, which is deeply infused with christian culture, the idea of war
clashes with the age-old words of “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to men.”

Colonel Taliaferro’s description of the U.S. Air Force bombing the Vietnamese
jungle, bears a close resemblance to the scene in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of
Darkness, where a French naval vessel is observed futilely firing its guns into *
the dense foliage of the forest on the coast of Africa.

The basic rule for victory in war, as formulated by Von Clausewitz.

Dr. Henry Kissinger and North Vietnam’s chief negotiator, Le Duc Tho,
initialled an agreement in Paris to end the war. All American POWs would be
released and the 23,700 American servicement still in South Vietnam would be
withdrawn within sixty days. The signing of the Paris Peace Accords on
January 27, 1973, ended America’s direct military involvement in South
Vietnam, although the U.S. continued to bomb Laos until a peace agreement
was signed on February 21, 1973, while the U.S. continued to bomb Cambodia
until Congress on July 1, 1973, determined that the bombing of Cambodia
would end on August 15, 1973.

Cf. chapter 3, interview with Danny Presley.

A Time for War, p. 12.

Maurice Isserman, Witness to War: Vietnam, New York, 1995, p.4.
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Harvard University Press, Boston, Massachusetts, 1997.

Ibid., p.5.

1bid., p.180.

Ibid., p.181.

The number of troops remaining in Vietnam on Decemter 31, 1973, was down
to 50. A total of 57,011 American soldiers were killed in the Vietnam War.,
During the final collapse of South Vietnam, however, on April 29, 1975, two
American servicement were killed by a North Vietnamese rocket in Saigon.
They were the last of 47,244 Americans killed in action in the Vietnam War.
The fall of Saigon came on April 30, 1975. The total number of Americans
killed in Vietnam between 1959 nd 1975 was 58,169.

Vietnam Shadows, p.65.
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