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Banker of the World. Builder of Europe.

Johan Willem Beyen (1897-1976)

Summary

The idea for this bi ogra phical re s e a rch on Johan Wi ll em Beyen arose from curi -
o s i ty abo ut the man whose initi a tive in 1 9 57 gave rise to the Eu ropean Econ om i c
Com mu n i ty that was not on ly the heart of the Tre a ties of Rome but also of t h e
European Union.

The main question posed in this work is why the pragmatist and aloof intellectu-
al Beyen was so deep ly affected by Eu ropean unific a ti on that he made an impassion ed
plea for it as Mi n i s ter of Forei gn Af f a i rs . This historical re s e a rch also poses the fo l -
lowing questions that arise as corollaries of the main one:

1. What were the roots of Beyen’s thinking about European unification and
international cooperation? 
2. Can clues be found in his banking career for his ministerial deeds later?
3. Does a recurrent theme in his career lead to his epoch-making views on
European integration?

b orn un der  a lu cky sta r
Beyen came into the world lu cky as is app a rent from Ch a pter i (1 8 97-1 9 1 8) . He was

born into a stable and pro s perous family in the late nineteenth cen tu ry. His paren t s’
h ori zon was broad ; t h ey were ori en ted tow a rd Eu rope and passed this vi s i on on to
their children. Beyen was intellectually gifted and had a keen mind. His life would be
given colour by both music and literature. The Grammar School of Utrecht [Utrechts
Sted el ijk Gym n a s i u m] of fered him ideal su rro u n d i n gs in wh i ch to devel op his abi l i ti e s
and to measu re himsel f with others . This all took place in the peri od of optimism and
progress characterising the initial years of the twentieth century.

The First World War cast a ch i ll over the dom i n a n t , po s i tive world vi ew and also
over the immed i a te futu re pro s pects of the then seven teen - ye a r-old Beyen . But he
spent these years pleasantly and usefully studying law at the University of Utrecht.

Beyen was successful in asserting himself and in manifesting himself actively in a
special way by taking part in the travesty theatre of those days. He was able to acquire
a circle of f ri ends and acqu a i n t a n ces that would be of great import a n ce in his later 
life.

He was lucky to have excellent professors, one of whom was responsible for chan-

481johan wi ll em beyen . ba n k i er van de wereld . bo uwer van eu ropa

11Beyen Summary PS  29-03-2006  14:54  Pagina 481



ging the co u rse of his life : the unort h odox profe s s or of c ivil law J. P. Su ij l i n g.This pro-
fessor, one of Beyen’s first taskmasters and trailblazers, made sure his pupil received a
very promising position at the Treasury of the Ministry of Finance in The Hague.

tas k m asters
L . J. A . Trip was the important key player in the initial peri od of Beyen’s career, a s

Ch a pter i i s h ows (1 9 1 8-1 9 2 7) . This Tre a su rer Gen eral and later Pre s i dent of t h e Java sch e
Bank (the Bank of Java) and of De Nederlandsche Bank (the Dutch Central Bank)did
not on ly show his protégé the ropes of s ec retive financial policy but also herded Beyen
tow a rd the banking world by unex pectedly of fering him a high po s i ti on at De Java sch e
Ba n k . Trip steered Beyen to adopt a con s erva tive fin a n c i a l - m on et a ry co u rs e , one he
would fo ll ow for ye a rs with com p l ete convi cti on , a s s i s ted and su pported in this by les-
sons given by his renowned banker’s friend A.J. van Hengel.

The bond that came to exist between Beyen and the Minister of Finance and later
Prime Minister H. Colijn was a special one. Colijn was there for Beyen when he need-
ed him and vice versa. An instance of the pertinence of this friendship is when Beyen,
barely 30 years old, managed to save the suffering merchants’ banks from ruin.

Beyen’s period as an in-house lawyer for Philips was his first extensive experience
on the international stage in the mid-1920s and his first introduction to international
n ego ti a ti on s . His work there took him all over Eu rope , a ny wh ere the com p a ny was
trying to con qu er market s . Th ere Beyen came into con t act with a world and a cul-
tu re then loo ked down upon by those in The Ha g u e : the el ectronic boys , m e s s i n g
about in the province. Beyen became a confidant of the Philips family but would ne-
ver become a lackey in their royal household.

His work for Philips put him in contact with the current social debate in his own
co u n try, wi tness his exerti ons with the broadc a s ting sys tem . In the pers on of An ton
P h i l i p s , he became acqu a i n ted with the ideas and the practi ce of s ocial en trepre-
neurship. Beyen managed at the inception of his career to employ an un-Dutch com-
bi n a ti on of ch a rm , p l ayfulness and intell ect to build up a va ri ed net work of h i gh ly va l -
uable relationships. By the time he was thirty, he already knew the people personally
who made a differen ce to finance and mon ey in the Net h erlands and, m ore impor-
tantly still, he himself was known.

g l obal  cri s i s
Ch a pter i i i (1 9 2 7-1 9 40) shows how the financial and econ omic crisis that spre ad

to the whole world after the crash of 1929 decidedly influenced Beyen and his career.
First and foremost, it made him aware of the gaps in the still-young science of econ-
omy and it spurred him on to develop his own theories. These gave rise to ideas high-
ly advanced for the time, like those that occurred to thinkers like Keynes.

He saw social misery and massive unem p l oym ent as a shortcoming of po l i tical po l -
icy and advoc a ted measu res that con s c i o u s ly all owed room for govern m ent gui-
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d a n ce . The govern m en t , he though t , h ad to take an active role in econ omic life if o t h er
solutions fell short. Beyen was at the forefront with this opinion and with the impor-
tance he attached to permanent improvement of the welfare of the masses.

Re a l i ty was less pliabl e , as became app a rent wh en Beyen was ch a i ring the
Werk fonds 1 9 34 [ Un em p l oym ent Rel i ef Fund] and could not get his ideas for co u n ter-
ing unem p l oym ent carri ed . That ex peri en ce did not augm ent his en t husiasm for po l -
itics. Fundamentally, he was a direct problem solver with technocratic tendencies.

As a banker and as the director of Rot terd a m sche Ba n k vere en i gi n g ( Rob aver ) , Beyen
witnessed the failure of the international approach in tackling the financial and mo-
netary malaise and this was to be an indispensable experience for him. He hung on to
the gold standard to the bitter end partially because this was solid banking policy but
p a rti c u l a rly because he was perm a n en t ly convi n ced that this last anch or of i n tern a-
tional cooperation and free trade should not be allowed to disappear before a decent
system had replaced it. He shared this opinion with Colijn and Trip.

The crisis gave Beyen ch a n ces that he perhaps would never have had otherwi s e .
With his taskmasters and tra i l bl a zers in key po s i ti on s , he was able to rise qu i ck ly 
above the environment of Boards of Directors for Merchant Banks and take advanta-
ge of the ch a n ce to devel op intern a ti on a lly. It was mainly Trip who open ed many doors
for him, l i ke that of the Bank for In tern a ti onal Set t l em ents (bi s) in Ba s el . It must be
ad m i t ted , h owever, that Beyen’s acti ons as bi s Pre s i den t , with rega rd to the tra n s fer of
Czech gold to the Nazis were unfortunate.

In the Net h erl a n d s , Beyen had meanwhile become a pers on to be reckon ed wi t h
wh en sign i ficant financial and econ omic qu e s ti ons were ra i s ed . His drive to plumb the
depths of the economy put him in touch with all the country’s professors and experts
i m portant in that are a . Th i s , in ad d i ti on to his nati onal and intern a ti onal banking ex-
peri en ce , m ade him intere s ting to the Dutch business com mu n i ty.And fin a lly, his bri l-
liance was noticed at court, where he made friends with the royal couple.

Through his ‘network’, Beyen was exposed to the concept of European unity that
was coming into vog u e , as it was promu l ga ted in the Ned erl a n d sche Pa n eu ropa
Vere en i gi n g [ Dutch Pa n - Eu rope As s oc i a ti on] for instance . But at that point he was 
n ever caught en t husing in that directi on . The idea was prob a bly too lof ty for him then .
Beyen did bel ong to the, ad m i t tedly small , Eu ropean cultu ral el i te that travell ed the
con ti n ent by train and meanwhile took the time to exch a n ge op i n i ons abo ut ideas di-
rectly connected with day-to-day worries but also to music, literature and fine arts.

o n the fron t li ne
The Second World War caused a fractu re in Beyen’s life and career, as becomes ap-

parent from Chapter iv. Separated from family and his beloved, he was thrown upon
his own re s o u rces in Lon don . The war, h owever, c re a ted unimagi n ed ch a n ces of wh i ch
he avidly took advantage, as Chapter iv (1940-1952) demonstrates. The global trial of
s trength was also a con test of i deas for the de s i gn of s oc i eties and intern a ti onal co -
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opera ti on . Here Beyen was on the front line, cert a i n ly wh ere the cre a ti on of a new mo-
netary-economic system was concerned. His point of reference was emphatically the
devastating malaise of the 1930s, not the Second World War that worked instead as a
catalyst in the generation of his ideas.

Beyen’s pers onal arm a m ent was also bet ter su i ted to the ideo l ogical than to the
military theatre of war. The thoughts he had developed in the 1930s about economic
and social progress could now demonstrate their value. As the financial adviser to the
Dutch govern m ent in ex i l e , he took part in intern a ti onal discussions abo ut the new
world order that was ex pected to come abo ut after the war. He was in con t act with the
most significant thinkers abo ut futu re intern a ti on a l , m on et a ry rel a ti on s h i p s . He 
came to know John Maynard Keynes closely, to the pleasure of both.

As a director of the Un i l ever group of com p a n i e s , s ti mu l a ted by top man Pa u l
Rij ken s , Beyen was given a clear field to ex p l ore the unem p l oym ent probl em in dept h ;
this led to a publ i c a ti on that attracted a great deal of a t ten ti on tra n s a t l a n ti c a lly. Th e
f utu re studies initi a ted by the ‘S tu dy Group for Recon s tru cti on Probl em s’ s et up by
Rijkens could count on Beyen’s full support and cooperation. The report on forming
econ omic gro u p s , wri t ten under his leaders h i p, f u n cti on ed as a calibra ti on point in
his thinking and a signpost to what was yet to come.

Not all the ideas Beyen had had in the 1 93 0s su rvived the pre s su re coo ker of t h e
war. But on many points he remained – as Keynes did – ahead of his time. Thus free-
m a rket forces came to govern econ omic trade less and govern m ent interven ti on be-
came completely acceptable. Economic decisions would in future no longer be taken
wi t h o ut con s i dering their con s equ en ces for the less fortu n a te sectors of the pop u l a-
tion. This was in line with conclusions Beyen had arrived at in the 1930s.

It was different in the area of i n tern a ti on a l , m on et a ry - econ omic rel a ti on s h i p s .
Beyen had con clu ded from the incapac i ty of the ‘ i n tern a ti onal com mu n i ty’ to com-
bat the malaise of the 1930s, from the bankruptcy of the gold standard, from the dis-
a ppoi n ting ach i evem ents of the League of Na ti ons and from the World Mon et a ry and
Economic Conference in 1933 that to wish to fine-tune policy globally was to aim too
high. His opinion was that one should not aim higher than what the actual situation
dictated as possible and that amounted to regional cooperation. The allies, however,
did not appear to share this point of view.

Un der the leadership of the Un i ted States that was on ce more throwing itsel f open
to the worl d , the ‘one worl d’ con cept rei gn ed su preme in attem pts to stave of f n ew
w a rs and Beyen , in spite of his scepti c i s m , could not remain aloof f rom that mood . He
took active part in prep a ra ti ons for the Bret ton Woods con feren ce and repre s en ted
Dutch interests there without having particularly high expectations about the future
of the two worl d - wi de or ga n i s a ti ons that arose from it: the In tern a ti onal Mon et a ry
Fund and the World Bank.

Beyen did acclaim the re sult of Bret ton Wood s . A start had been made tow a rd
i n tern a ti onal guidance in the mon et a ry - econ omic are a ; this was som ething for wh i ch
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he had passionately appealed. However, learning a lesson from the failures of the pe-
ri od bet ween the two wars , he con ti nu ed to set more modest goals and, for the ti m e
being, to see more in regional cooperation. By pragmatically elaborating on bilateral
a greem en t s , a broader zone for mon et a ry coopera ti on and free trade could ari s e , t h a t ,
in the fullness of time, could lead to global agreements.

After the war, he left for Washington with his new wife Gretel Lubinka to become
exec utive director of the World Bank and to later take up the same po s i ti on for the
In tern a ti onal Mon et a ry Fund as well . The ch a ll en ge of s et ting up these new or ga n i s a-
tions and occupying a top position within them appealed to him. But his ambition to
reach the top there was not realised.

In both Bank and Fu n d , he con ti nu ed to give pri ori ty to the Eu ropean intere s t .
Seen in that way, Beyen’s lon g - term stay in the ‘n ew worl d’ did not mean he distanced
h i m s el f f rom the ‘old con ti n en t’ or from the ideals of regi onal unity that could be
achieved there. In fact, he started to feel more European than ever before.

u n - dutch
Beyen’s ministry devi a ted in every po s s i ble way from what was usual in the

Net h erl a n d s . Ch a pter v (1 9 52-1 9 5 6) reflects how his appoi n tm ent as a non - p a rtisan to
Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1952 came about in an unheard-of way under pressure
from the court; that two equivalent members of government should share a ministry
by opera ting within marked - of f fields of policy was an unpreceden ted ex peri m en t ; h i s
clashes with J. M . A . H . Luns invo lved su ch ex treme disco u rtesy on Beyen’s part that
t h ey disru pted the Mi n i s try of Forei gn Af f a i rs and en d a n gered the con ti nu ed ex i s -
ten ce of the Ca bi n et ; Beyen’s working met h od disti n g u i s h ed itsel f by a vi s i on and a
passion which few in government and ministry could match; his exertions produced
a result that Dutch diplomacy has never equalled since and his downfall was finally of
an inevitability so patent it was worthy of classical tragedy.

This unusual situation had advantages for Beyen. The support of the pro-Europe
Royal co u rt made him practi c a lly unassailable – for as long as he had it. Wh ere an-
o t h er non - p a rtisan would have got the worst of it in that situ a ti on , he su rvived the
row abo ut the com peten ces with Lu n s . The shared ministry wo u l d , p a radox i c a lly
en o u gh , give Beyen an adva n t a ge . Because of i t , he was able to fully con cen tra te on
what he wanted to achieve: unity in Europe. These were emphatically ideas of a prag-
matist, not a ‘believer’ in European unity, of whom there were many at that time. The
time had come to con f ront this vi s i on , that assu m ed regi onal coopera ti on bet ween
groups of co u n tri e s , with re a l i ty. He did this as a proj ect manager wo u l d , as he was
u s ed to doing in bu s i n e s s . Un d a u n ted by ballast from earl i er functi on s , he could be
audacious.

As a com p l ete novi ce , Beyen made his debut in the circle of Mi n i s ters of Forei gn
Af f a i rs of the Eu ropean Coal and Steel Com mu n i ty, wh ere he immed i a tely took the
i n i ti a tive . Su cce s s , h owever, came on ly after a setb ack ex peri en ced as bi t ter, wh en in
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the su m m er of 1 9 5 4 the agreem ents for the Eu ropean Defen ce Com mu n i ty and the
Eu ropean Po l i tical Com mu n i ty that con t a i n ed his ideas abo ut a com m on market ,
foundered on French resistance.

Eu ropean coopera ti on , according to Beyen , con s i s ted first and foremost of tu n i n g
in to one another, of sharing and even transferring responsibilities, both on political
and econ omic terra i n . That dem a n ded an or gan with its own com peten ces to prom o te
the com munal intere s t . So l ely a ‘su pra n a ti on a l’ or ga n i s a ti on could act ef fectively 
here. That was certainly true for cooperation in economic areas, although in his opi-
n i on that would on ly have been fe a s i ble in a po l i ti c a lly unanimous Eu rope , aw a re of
its solidarity and prepared to employ its powers to achieve its ideals.

Nevert h el e s s , Beyen’s dream was not devoid of re a l i ty. He was aw a re that a vi c i o u s
circle had to be breached. In Europe, in his opinion, one was confronted on econom-
ic issues by the paradox that com p l ete coopera ti on wi t h o ut tra n s fer of re s pon s i bi l i-
ties to a com mu n i ty was impo s s i bl e , but the hesitati on to arrive at the point wh ere on e
gave up on e’s own re s pon s i bi l i ty was large indeed and the wi ll to rel i n quish on e’s own
freedom of action slight.

He parti a lly su cceeded in inters ecting the circl e . At the con feren ce of Messina in
the summer of 1955, reluctant acceptance was given to his plan for a common market.
This would come to occupy a more and more prominent place in negotiations to fol-
low and would result in the European Economic Community (eec).

The con clu s i on is ju s ti fied that Beyen furn i s h ed new pers pective for the Eu rope a n
i n tegra ti on by get ting it on the econ omic track at the ri ght mom en t . That is not to say
that Beyen placed the pri m acy of the econ omy above that of the po l i ti c s . He simply
thought that European unity had to have a robust foundation and that was the com-
mon market for him. For Beyen there was no contradiction between the Dutch inter-
est or the national interests of the other European countries and the European inter-
est. His efforts for an economically united Europe meant striking out upon unknown
terri tory but his clear goal was to on ce again give Eu rope pre s ti ge and aut h ori ty in the
world and to bring welfare and prosperity to the Europeans.

the greet hofman s a ffa i r
Beyen’s ministry terminated painfully with his undoing in the Greet Hofmans af-

f a i r, the qu e s ti on of the all eged influ en ce of the spiri tu a lly gi f ted Greet Hofmans on
Q u een Ju l i a n a . Beyen had been given the task of keeping the lid on the affair and keep -
ing it out of the public eye ; he su cceeded very adequ a tely in the begi n n i n g. He had
been put in an unenvi a ble po s i ti on . On the one hand, he kept up fri en dly rel a ti on -
ships with Juliana and Bernhard, who had helped him become minister. That friend-
ship was very precious to him. On the other hand, he was the ‘servant of the Crown’.
He must have felt a con fli ct of con s c i en ce . Ca rrying out Ju l i a n a’s wishes could not hel p
damaging Bernhard.

As he was leaning more and more tow a rd Bern h a rd’s side , Beyen con ti nu ed to oc-
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c u py himsel f prom i n en t ly with the qu e s ti on . Did Beyen overe s ti m a te himsel f in de a l -
ing with the affair, did he think himsel f i nvu l n era ble due to his fri endship with the
Queen and the Prince or was he in league with Bernhard and acquainted with all the
princely machinations? It seems obvious that Beyen must at least have been aware of
Bernhard’s role in making the affair public. Yet available sources provide too little to
go on in making this assumption.

The more likely image is that of Beyen keeping track of tensions at court with in-
c reasing anxiety, w a tching the Queen’s en to u ra ge with rep u gn a n ce , vi ewing Greet
Hofmans as an actual danger, but being incapable of turning the tide. Beyen was buf-
feted bet ween Bern h a rd’s and Ju l i a n a’s interests and was incapable of ch oosing on e
s i de unambi g u o u s ly. He could not wi t h d raw himsel f f rom the unfurling drama ei t h er.

Wh en Bern h a rd went publ i c , Beyen himsel f , as ministerial liaison , en tered the 
line of fire with the pre s s . Because wh en this happen ed he con fided his con cern abo ut
the situ a ti on at co u rt , he was banned from Soe s td ijk wh en Juliana got wind of t h i s . He
was be s i de himsel f with ra ge . He thought he had served his soverei gn correct ly. He fail-
ed to understand that Her Ma j e s ty, whose trust he thought he had , was tre a ting him
as a try - yo u r- s trength machine and lending her ear to pers ons in her su rro u n d i n gs
whom he disdained and who were making his life a complete misery.

At that mom en t , Beyen was in so ex p l o s ive a tem per that it cannot be exclu ded that
he advoc a ted abdicati on of the thron e . Th ere is no do u bt that Beyen thought the pre s -
ence of Greet Hofmans and her followers close to the Queen to be pernicious. There
is too little evi den ce though to su pport the all ega ti on that he was the sign i ficant insti-
gator of abdication.

f rom p len i p oten t i a ry  to paw n
The loss of his ministerial functi on had affected Beyen more than he had ex pec-

ted . The wei gh tiest re a s on was not esteem . It had to do with the aut h ori ty to make de-
cisions about large interests, to exercise power with the goal of getting things done. In
all the positions that followed, he was the executor and servant of policies others had
delineated, as Chapter vi (1956-1976) shows.

The government commission for German affairs – meant to clear away questions
that disru pted the rel a ti onship with Germ a ny – was a po s i ti on of s t a tu re but at the 
same time su bj ect to the limitati ons of po l i tics in The Ha g u e . It was su rprising that his
su cce s s or Luns and the Ca bi n et tru s ted this del i c a te qu e s ti on to Beyen . Du ring the ne-
gotiations with Germany about the Generalbereinigung, he was regularly subjected to
s erious cri ticism by Prime Mi n i s ter Drees and others . He was said to be giving too
much away, to be showing too much understanding for Germany.

It was a real ach i evem ent that nevert h eless the begi n n i n gs of a modus vivendi 
were reached, during which, at Beyen’s initiative, a flexible ‘agree to disagree’ formu-
la was found for the precise con to u rs of the po l i tical bo u n d a ry in Eems and Do ll a rd
and agreem ents were con clu ded abo ut com munal managem ent of the are a . Th i s
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would, in fact, turn out to be the overture to the solution that would be accepted on-
ly several months after Beyen had left the Germ a n - Dutch theatre to become ambas-
sador in Paris, a solution that would usher in a normalising of relationships between
the Netherlands and Germany.

The post of a m b a s s ador was also in essen ce a serving po s i ti on . The fact that, s h ort-
ly after becoming ambassador at the beginning of the 1 9 5 8, he wi tn e s s ed the com i n g
to power of G en eral De Gaull e , did however su d den ly place Beyen on ce again in the
‘f ront seat’ of Eu ropean history. Using the rise of Nazism in the 1 93 0s as a ga u ge , h e
presented a disquieting account of currents in the French armed forces that could set
the country he saw as so civilised back many years in time. No matter how undemo-
c ra tic Beyen found De Gaull e’s beh avi o u r, he was convi n ced that on ly the gen eral him-
s el f could avert this thre a ten ed , c a t a s trophic devel opm en t . The qu e s ti on of wh a t
would happen in the event of a po s s i ble assassinati on attem pt on De Gaulle there -
fore filled him year after year with great anxiety.

Perhaps it was this that gave rise to the great respect Beyen paid the general – a re-
s pect that seem ed mutu a l , given the way De Gaulle interacted with Beyen and the pref -
eren tial tre a tm ent he gave him. Perhaps that was the re a s on why Beyen saw more
ch a n ce of n ego ti a ting with the gen eral abo ut a top stru ctu re for the united Eu rope
than with his Mi n i s ter Lu n s . Because his certain vi ew was that this was lack i n g. Th e
a t tem pts of De Gaulle and those su rrounding him to tu rn back or at least neutra l i s e
the ex i s ting su pra n a ti onal dec i s i on making within the Eu ropean com mu n i ty and to
on ce more give the nati onal states the last word convers ely met with Beyen’s fierce 
c ri ti c i s m , de s p i te his profound understanding that ‘su pra n a ti on a l i ty’con trad i cted eve-
rything the French state stood for, in its grandeur.

In Pa ri s , he found com fort in Roman Catholicism for his we a riness stru ggling wi t h
the meaning of life. His conversion gave to the playful and highly imaginative Beyen
the solid fo u n d a ti on he had been missing as a thinker abo ut life and the worl d . Th i s
very personal choice did not put an end to his restlessness though.

Wh en he was seven ty and def i n i tively at the end of his working life , t h e
Netherlands once again looked too small to him. As a man of the world, he wanted to
stay ahead of the lethargy of old age, to continue to live gloriously and remain excit-
ing to his younger wife. He expected to be able to be the witty and celebrated man of
yesteryear in foreign parts.

The search for su i t a ble su rro u n d i n gs for the last ch a pter of the ‘n ovel ’ of his life
with Gretel was an uph i ll battle. Me a nwhile Beyen was missing con t act with his
f ri en d s , p a rti c u l a rly with Bern h a rd . The wording of his let ters to the Pri n ce reve a l s
s i n cere affecti on , deep fri en d s h i p. But more frequ ent con t act , as Beyen would have
wi s h ed , did not fit into the very busy pri n cely ex i s ten ce , making the fri endship on e -
sided and unequal. It added something tragic to the relationship.

Beyen became less and less successful at bending life to his will. His existence nar-
rowed itself to life with Gretel, leaving aside visits to the Netherlands. It was a life that
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of fered less than he, and prob a bly she too, h ad ex pected . His failing health hardly per-
m i t ted favo u ri te activi ties like travell i n g, walking and parti c u l a rly making mu s i c .
Beyen followed what was going on in the world, but was shaking his head lightly.

The Eu ropean and citi zen of the world Beyen thus lived in isolati on du ring his last
ye a rs . He would die under those same circ u m s t a n ce s , i ron i c a lly en o u gh in the
Net h erl a n d s , wh i ch he had left in order to live more gra n dly. His te s t a m ent was bi z a rre
too : no mem ori a l , no mass and no grave . In this, he su rpri s ed everyone for the last 
ti m e . This narc i s s i s tic and vain man, this arti s t , this pra gm a tic banker, who stu n n ed
both fri end and en emy with his passion a te search for Eu ropean unity, con s c i o u s ly 
chose a sober end without an audience.
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