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Allison Kirk

Word order and information
structure in New Testament Greek

This dissertation examines word order variation in the Koine Greek of the New
Testament Greek in a variety of domains: declarative clauses, questions and rela-
tive clauses. In particular, I examine the way in which word order corresponds
to information structure.

It is argued that although New Testament Greek shows a variety of possible
permutations of the sentence elements subject (S), verb (V) and object (O), in
declarative clauses, questions and relative clauses, the word order is not free.
Rather, it is partly governed by phrase structure and partly by information
structural considerations such as Topic and Focus. This is manifested in all of
the domains investigated. I argue that the basic word order is best described as
VSO with an SVO alternative basic word order. Marked clauses, such as SOV,
OVS, OSV and also some SVO clauses involve topicalization or focus movement
of the arguments.

This thesis is of interest to syntacticians who are interested in word order and
the syntax-pragmatics interface as well as to historical linguistics and classics
scholars.
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’AToA® THY codiav TV codphv,
xai Ty oOvesty TOV cuvetdy dafetiow.

o0 oodds; mod ypaupatels; mwod culnTyris
os ToUTOU; oOUXL e’ _'_Qavev o Beos 7'7‘71/ aoq5¢'av
ov; 21 e'rreLSn 'yap év 71] oquLa 700 Oeol ok ¢ ey
opos. dua. T’)’)S‘ aquLas Tov Bedv, ev50myoev 0 Oeog 1
pwplas TOU KMpUYpaTOS owaaL TOUS mo‘revow
€dn) kal Iovsatoc onueia aurovow Kal E)\/\n
av {nrodow, 23 TN,LGLS d¢ kmpvooopev XpiaTov € o
‘vov, ’lovdalois pév oxdvdadov éfveow 6¢ pwpl
"rocs 8¢ 7ols K)\m'mg, *lovdaiots Te kai “Elpg
TOV feod Svvauw kai Beod coqﬁcav 25 (3'TL 76 pof
feod ao¢w7€pov 1@V dvbpdrmwy éotiv, kal 16 adle
DeoD wxvpm'epov va av@pwrrwv

B/\eweTe 'yap T?’)V K)\now Vv, aBe)\gbOL, oTL
ol codoi kata capka, o0 moAdol 8vvaTOL, o0 oA
eLS‘ 27 a)\)\a Ta ,uwpa ToD KOO'/.,LOU é€eréaro
wa KU.‘T(LLO’XUV’Y] “Tovs oquovg, Kal TO aaeevn
ov e§e)\€§a7'o o 960§ wa Ka'rawxvvn Ta LGXU
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