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5  

PREFACE 

 

The collection of papers presented here as a thesis consists for the greater part of 

articles already published earlier. Only the essays nos. 9, 10 and 15 are new for the 

occasion. The earlier publication also entails publication in the Dutch language of 

essays nos. 8, 13 and 14. In the Samenvatting/Summary at the end, the Dutch 

essays have been summarized in English. 

 Each essay is preceded separately by a statement of the full details of its 

original publication. The Contents page only quotes the titles of the essays and 

their numbering. The numbering is used for reference in the Introduction, the 

Conclusion and the Samenvatting/ Summary. The illustrations on the various title-

pages have been taken from William Morris’ The Kelmscott Chaucer. 

 

I should like to express a debt of gratitude to the Faculty of Arts/Humanities of 

Leiden University for allowing me research-time and -facilities in spite of my 

partial disablement since 1988 owing to limited power of vision, and also to the 

LUCAS research institute for their constant and unremitting help with adapting my 

typescripts to publishable form. 

 I should also like to acknowledge my debts to the late Professors August J. 

Fry and Derek Brewer for teaching me their versions of critical thinking, and to 

Professor Bart Westerweel for opening my eyes to emblems and for his continuous 

confidence and stimulation. 

 

B.V. 



 

 

 

 


