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But there is another alchemy, operative and practical,
which teaches how to make the noble metals and colours
and many other things better and more abundantly by
art than they are made in nature. And science of this
kind is greater than all those preceding because it pro-
duces greater utilities. For not only can it yield wealth
and very many other things for the public welfare, but it
also teaches how to discover such things as are capable
of prolonging human life for much longer periods than
can be accomplished by nature ... Therefore this science
has special utilities of that nature, while nevertheless it
confirms theoretical alchemy through its works.

Roger Bacon
Opus Tertium (1266-1268), Chapter 12
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