Universiteit

4 Leiden
The Netherlands

Communal dining in the Roman West : private munificence towards

cities and associations in the first three centuries AD
Wen, S.

Citation

Wen, S. (2018, September 6). Communal dining in the Roman West : private munificence
towards cities and associations in the first three centuries AD. Retrieved from
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/64935

Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)
) Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
License:

Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden
Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/64935

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/64935

Cover Page

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/64935 holds various files of this Leiden University
dissertation.

Author: Wen, S.

Title: Communal dining in the Roman West : private munificence towards cities and
associations in the first three centuries AD

Issue Date: 2018-09-06


https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/64935
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�

COMMUNAL DINING
IN THE ROMAN WEST

Private Munificence Towards Cities and
Associations in the First Three Centuries AD

Shanshan Wen



This PhD research has been funded by the China Scholarship Council (CSC).

Front cover image: An inscription from Castulo in Hispania Tarraconensis, CILA III,
101 = AE 1958, 4, referring to a benefactress Cornelia Marullina who decorated the city
with silver statues, provided public banquets and paid for circus games

Photo by Bautista Ceprian del Castillo © Junta de Andalucia

Cover design by Baoni Liu

Printed by Ridderprint BV, the Netherlands
© Shanshan Wen 2018

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission of
the author.



COMMUNAL DINING
IN THE ROMAN WEST

Private Munificence Towards Cities and
Associations in the First Three Centuries AD

Proefschrift

ter verkrijging van
de graad van Doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden,
op gezag van Rector Magnificus prof.mr. C.J.J.M. Stolker,
volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties
te verdedigen op donderdag 6 september 2018
klokke 11.15 uur

door

Shanshan Wen

geboren te Shanghe, China
in 1987



Promotor: Prof. dr. L. de Ligt

Co-promotor: Dr. K. Beerden

Promotiecommissie: Prof. dr. O.M. van Nijf (Rijksuniversiteit Groningen)
Prof. dr. M.L.J.C. Schrover (Universiteit Leiden)
Prof. dr. A. Zuiderhoek (Universiteit Gent)

Dr. LM.G.F.E. Claes (Universiteit Leiden)



Contents

List of Figures ix
List of Maps xi
Abbreviations xiii
Note on epigraphic conventions XV
Acknowledgements xvii
Chapter 1 Roman dining in context: from commensality to private munificence 1

11 Introduction 1

1.2 Definition and terminology of privately sponsored communal dining 7

1.3 Two perspectives on privately sponsored communal dining in the Roman world 10

1.3.1 Categories of Roman commensality 10

1.3.2 Privately sponsored communal dining as a form of ‘euergetism’ 15

1.4 Quantification and interpretation 18
1.5 Evidence and structure 19
Chapter 2 Benefactors of public dining in western cities 23
2.1 Typology of benefactors 24
2.1.1 Collective benefactors 24
2.1.2 Individual benefactors 27

2.2 Categories of benefactions 35
2.2.1 Office-related food gifts 37
2.2.2 Responsive benefactions 40
2.2.3 Voluntary benefactions 43
2.2.4 Testamentary benefactions 46

2.3 Aims and concerns of benefactors: emic perspectives 47
2.3.1 Patriotic zeal and emotional attachment to local communities 47
2.3.2 Religious beliefs 48
2.3.3 Concern for the well-being of emperors 49
2.3.4 Birthdays and posthumous commemorations 50

2.4 The political and social dynamics behind privately sponsored food gifts 52



vi  Contents

2.5 Conclusions

Chapter 3 Beneficiaries and the ‘concept of community’

3.1 Beneficiary groups

3.1.1 Participation frequency

3.1.2 Different groups in detail

3.2 Benefaction arrangements

3.2.1 Distinctions between different beneficiaries belonging to
various status groups

3.2.2 Distinction between the two genders

3.3 The ‘concept of community’: from Republic to Empire

3.3.1 Civic community under the Republic

3.3.2 Continuity and development in the imperial period

Chapter 4 Communal dining in the associations: a miniature of public dining?

4.1 Communal dining in the associations

43

4.11 Augustales

4.1.2 Iuvenes

4.1.3 Tria collegia

4.1.4 Other professional and religious associations
Collegial dining in context

4.2.1 Beneficiaries and benefactions

4.2.2 Benefactors of collegial dining

4.2.3 Circumstances surrounding donations

4.2.4 Aims and concerns of benefactors: emic perspectives

4.2.5 Etic perspectives on collegial dining in Italy and
the western provinces

Conclusions

Chapter 5 Geographical distribution of privately sponsored communal dining
in the Roman West

5.1 The geographical distribution of privately sponsored public dining

5.2

5.1.1 Regional differences: distribution in Italy and the western provinces

5.1.2 City differences: distribution in western towns
The geographical distribution of privately sponsored collegial dining
5.2.1 Distribution of collegial dining in western regions and towns

5.2.2 Contextualization of geographical distribution

57

61
61
62
66
81

82

88
89
90

101
112

122

127

128

131
131
131
149



Contents  vii

5.3 Conclusions 162

Chapter 6 Chronological distribution of privately sponsored communal dining

in the Roman West 165
6.1 The emergence of privately sponsored public banquets

in Republican Rome 166

6.2 Emperors and munificence in imperial Rome 169

6.3 Chronological distribution of privately sponsored public dining

in Italy and the western provinces 173
6.3.1 Patterns of the chronological distribution 173

6.3.2 Chronological distribution in Italy and the western provinces:
regional differences 176

6.4 Contextualization of the development and decline of privately sponsored

public dining 178
6.4.1 Comparison between different benefactions 178
6.4.2 Economic growth, inequality and munificence 182
6.4.3 Changes in the political culture 183
6.4.4 Social and political changes in the later Empire 187

6.5 Chronological distribution pattern of privately sponsored dining for
collegia and Augustales 188
6.6 Contextualization of privately sponsored collegial dining 190
6.6.1 Chronological developments 190
6.6.2 Concluding observations 194
6.7 Conclusions 195
Conclusion 197
Appendix I Epigraphic references to privately sponsored public dining 205
Appendix I Epigraphic references to privately sponsored collegial dining 261
Appendix III Benefactors of public dining 271

Appendix IV Western towns yielding evidence of privately sponsored public dining 293
Appendix V. Western towns yielding evidence of privately sponsored colleigal dining 301
Bibliography 305
Samenvatting 325

Curriculum Vitae 333






Figure 2.1
Figure 2.2
Figure 2.3
Figure 3.1
Figure 3.2
Figure 3.3
Figure 3.4

Figure 3.5
Figure 3.6
Figure 3.7
Figure 5.1
Figure 5.2

Figure 5.3
Figure 5.4
Figure 5.5

Figure 5.6
Figure 5.7

Figure 5.8
Figure 5.9
Figure 5.10

Figure 5.11
Figure 5.12

List of Figures

Male benefactors (n=235)
Female benefactors (n=56)
Cyclical pattern of responsive benefactions

Beneficiary groups under different circumstances of munificence
Beneficiaries participation frequency in terms of benefactor's gender

Beneficiaries during different periods

Distinctions between different food benefactions received
by various status groups

Food benefactions for the two genders

Beneficiaries under the Republic

90

Comparisons between beneficiaries under the Republic and the Empire o1

Epigraphic density in the western provinces

Distribution of inscriptions referring to privately sponsored
public dining in the western empire

Comparison between epigraphic density and the number of
inscriptions concerning privately sponsored public dining

in selected western provinces

Distribution of Caesarian and Augustan colonization in Africa
Distribution of inscriptions concerning privately sponsored
public dining in Africa

Distribution of Caesarian and Augustan colonization in Spain
Distribution of inscriptions referring to privately sponsored
public dining in Spain

Distribution of inscriptions recording magistrates

in the north-western provinces

Pie charts showing the proportion of different offices attested
in the north-western provinces and in Lugdunum
Distribution of magistrates in the northern Alpine regions
Distribution of magistrates in Spain

Cities yielding more than three (>3) inscriptions

concerning privately sponsored public dining

132

133

136

140

140
140

140

147
147

150



x  Figures

Figure 5.13

Figure 5.14

Figure 5.15

Figure 5.16

Figure 5.17

Figure 518

Figure 6.1

Figure 6.2
Figure 6.3

Figure 6.4
Figure 6.5
Figure 6.6

Figure 6.7

Figure 6.8

Comparison between the number of cities and the number of cities
with attestations of privately sponsored public dining in terms of
size in Regio |

Comparison between the number of different benefactions

in attested Italian towns in terms of town size

Comparison between the number of different benefactions in
attested Italin towns in proportion to the total number of towns
of different sizes

Distribution of inscriptions concerning privately sponsored
public dining in North African and Spanish towns belonging to
various size brackets

Distribution of inscriptions concerning privately sponsored
collegial dining in different regions

Comparison of the number of towns in terms of yielding evidence
referring to collegia, privately sponsored dining for collegia and to
privately funded public dining

Chronological distribution of inscriptions referring to

privately sponsored public dining over the centuries
Chronological distribution of Latin inscriptions over the centuries
Chronological distribution of privately sponsored public dining by
emperor's reign and a comparison with the epigraphic habit
Chronological distribution by regions (1)

Chronological distribution by regions (2)

Comparison of chronological distribution of privately sponsored
public dining between North Africa and other western regions
Comparison of chronological distribution between privately
sponsored public dining and public building in the Roman West
Comparison of chronological distribution between distributions of
sportulae and privately sponsored public dining in Italy

Figure 6.9 Chronological distribution of inscriptions referring to

Figure 6.10

Figure 6.11

benefactresses of public dining

Chronological distribution of privately sponsored collegial dining
over the centuries

Chronological distribution of privately sponsored collegial dining
by emperor's reign and a comparison with that of

private munificence on public dining

151

154

154

155

157

159

174
174

175
177
177

179

180

181

189

190



Map 5.1

Map 5.2

Map 5.3

List of Maps

The communities of Italy and the western provinces which produced
inscriptions referring to privately sponsored public dining

Distribution of urban centres in the Roman Empire

The communities of Italy and the western provinces which produced
inscriptions referring to privately sponsored collegial dining

134

137

157






Abbreviations

Names of ancient authors and works are abbreviated according to the standard

practice used in the Oxford Classical Dictionary. For epigraphic collections, the

abbreviations are as follows:

AE
BCTH
CIL
CILA
CLE
Dougga
EAOR
EMarsi
HEp
IANice
IDRE
IEAquil
ILAfr
ILAlg
ILGN

ILLRP

L’Année Epigraphique (Paris 1888-).

Bulletin archéologique du Comité des Travaux historiques et scientifiques
(Paris 1883-1973).

Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum (Berlin 1863-).
Corpus de Inscripciones Latinas de Andalucia (Sevilla 1989-).

Carmina Latina Epigraphica (Leipzig 1930).

Dougga, fragments d'histoire. Choix d'inscriptions latines éditées,
traduites et commentées (Bordeaux-Tunis 2000).

Epigrafia anfiteatrale dell’Occidente Romano (Roma 1988-).
Epigrafia della regione dei Marsi (Milan 1975).

Hispania Epigraphica (Madrid 1989-).

Inscriptions antiques de Nice-Cimiez (Cemenelum, Ager Cemenelensis)

(Paris 1975).
Inscriptiones Daciae Romanae. Inscriptiones extra fines Daciae repertae

(Bukarest 1996-).

Itinerari epigrafici Aquileiesi (Trieste 2003).

Inscriptions latines d'Afrique (Tripolitaine, Tunisie, Maroc) (Paris 1923).
Inscriptions latines d’Algérie (Paris 1922-).

Inscriptions latines de Gaule (Narbonnaise) (Paris 1929).

Inscriptiones Latinae Liberae Rei Publicae (Florence 1965).

ILMMalaga Inscripciones latinas del museo de Mdlaga (Madrid 1981).
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ILTun

ILS
IMustis
InscrAqu
Inscrit
IRAlmeria
IRPCadiz
Pais
Pisaurum

Suplt

Inscriptions latines de la Tunesie (Pais 1944).

Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae (Berlin 1892-1916).

Mustitana: Recueil des nouvelles inscriptions de Mustis, cité romaine de
Tunisie (Paris 1968).

Inscriptiones Aquileiae, I-1I1 (Udine 1991-1993).

Inscriptiones Italiae (Rome 1931-).

Inscripciones romanas de Almeria (Almeria 1980).

Inscripciones romanas de la provincia de Cddiz (Cadiz 1982).
Corporis inscriptionum Latinarum supplementa Italica (Rome 1884).
Cresci Marrone, G. and G. Mennella, Pisaurum (Pisa 1984).

Supplementa Italica (Rome 1981-).



Note on epigraphic conventions

Inscriptions are presented without abbreviations in this book and translated in
accordance with epigraphic conventions:

(abc) expansion of abbreviated texts, insertion of missing letters

[abc] letters or words that are missing in the original text but have been restored
] blank of unknown length at the beginning

[ blank of unknown length at the end

[[abc ]] letters which were erased in antiquity

<e=F>  correction of the original text

{abc} letters which were cut in error
[---] letters of uncertain number
/ division of lines

Sic ! mistakes in the original text
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