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COMMUNAL DINING

IN THE ROMAN WEST

Private Munificence Towards Cities and 

Associations in the First Three Centuries AD

SHANSHAN WEN

This study examines privately sponsored communal dining in 

the western half of the Roman Empire during the first three 

centuries AD. Why did this practice gain popularity in Italy, 

Spain and North Africa? Why did the development of this 

practice reach its peak in the second and early third centuries 

AD? What does it tell us about the particularities and 

evolution of social and political relationships in the 

communities of imperial Italy and the western provinces?
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