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Curriculum Vitæ

I was born on the 5th of September 1988, in Ningbo, an ancient city with its his-
tory dating back to the Hemudu culture in 4800 BC. I completed my pre-university
education in 2007 in Ningbo High School.

In the summer of 2007, I wanted to study astronomy in Beijing, the capital city
of China. But there were merely four top level universities with the department of
astronomy throughout the mainland of China, and the competition of the college
entrance examination was indisputably fierce. I ended up in Hangzhou, the capital
city of the province I was born, which was somehow a quite popular choice among
my classmates in that summer. I enrolled to Zhejiang University of Technology with
a physics major.

In my final year as a graduate student, I succeeded in the national post-graduate
entrance examination and got the opportunity to pursue a Master of Astrophysics
hosted by the National Astronomical Observatory, Chinese Academy of Science and
University of Chinese Academy of Science, starting from September 2011.

All graduate students spend their first year doing coursework at the University of
Chinese Academy of Science. At that time, I was intrigued by one course particularly
– gaseous nebulae. The reasons are twofold: I enjoyed reading one of the text-
books Astrophysics of Gaseous Nebulae and Active Galactic Nuclei by Osterbrock;
I learned a lot from one of the exercises where I reduced the SDSS spectrum of
a star burst galaxy from scratch and inferred its physical properties (temperature,
density and abundances) using plasma diagnostics.

In the following two years, under the supervision of Prof. Shuang-Nan Zhang
(IHEP & NAOC) and Dr. Zhixing Ling (NAOC), I focused on studying small angle X-
ray scattering with interstellar dust. I published my very first scientific paper in the
Astrophysical Journal early 2014. I obtained my master’s degree and got married
in the summer of 2014.

My MSc study sparked my interest in high-resolution X-ray spectroscopy. For-
tunately, I got a PhD position on this topic under the supervision of prof. dr. J. S.
Kaastra (SRON & Leiden) and dr. Jelle de Plaa (SRON). During my PhD, I focused
on improving the atomic data in the SPEX code and applying different types of
plasma models to various astrophysical environments. I also enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to present my work at several international conferences and workshops in
Tokyo (Japan), Boston (US), Rome (Italy), and Jekyll Island (US).

In the summer of 2018, I will work on a small project lead by Dr. Matteo
Guainazzi (ESTEC) on the first catalogue of ionized emission lines measured by the
RGS instrument on board XMM-Newton. Then I will move to Glasgow in September
to take up a postdoc position with Prof. Nigel Badnell on theoretical and computa-
tional studies of atomic process of astrophysical plasmas.
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