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student participation in research, familiarity with staff research, motivation 
for research and critical reflection on research findings within undergraduate 
education. These approaches serve to improve specific, research-related student 
learning outcomes. It is generally assumed in higher education that strong 
connections between research and teaching are a valuable means of preparing 
students to function well as professionals as well as enabling them to appraise 
the role of academic research in complex, professional practices (e.g., Brew, 
2003; 2010). The findings from the studies presented in this dissertation support 
this notion, indicating that integrating actual research into learning activities 
promotes student engagement in research during their undergraduate education. 
Particularly in medical education, it is not yet evident how connections between 
medical research and patient care can be strengthened (e.g., Roberts, Fischhoff, 
Sakowski, & Feldman, 2012). Student research practices in undergraduate 
medical education provide a starting point for promoting student engagement 
in research, although these research practices need to be continued during later 
phases of their medical education (i.e., specialist training). Further research is 
needed to investigate how beliefs regarding research and research competencies 
develop during both medical education and the transition to medical professional 
practice. 
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