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BIJLAGE 1: REIZEN VAN NEDERLANDSE ARCHITECTEN  
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NAAM JAAR DK ZW FIN NO 
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SUMMARY  
 
This dissertation, Grand Tour naar het Noorden, investigates the relations between Dutch and 
Nordic architecture during the period 1890-1965 from a comparative perspective. The starting 
point of the research is that in the reference books on Dutch architecture only limited attention is 
given to the relations with Scandinavia. The aim of the study is to draw conclusions about the 
importance of the reciprocal relations for the architectural history of the Netherlands and that of 
Scandinavia and Finland. In order to form a balanced opinion about these connections an 
investigation was also conducted into the relations between Nordic architecture and that of Great 
Britain and Germany.  
 
From the fifteenth century to the mid-eighteenth century a brisk cultural exchange existed 
between the Netherlands and Scandinavia. With regard to architecture this came to an end when 
in the course of the eighteenth century Royal Academies were established in Denmark and 
Sweden in line with the French model. However the reciprocal relations slowly came to flourish 
again towards the end of the nineteenth century. This research follows the development of the 
renewed relations from 1890 to 1960s and aims to find out how, why and by whom this interest 
was intensified. 
 
After the introduction to Grand Tour naar het Noorden, the first part of chapter 1 outlines in the 
first part the situation in the Netherlands with regard to Scandinavia at the end of the nineteenth 
century. In addition the following parts addresses the different movements in European and 
American architecture around the turn of the century and examines how, in their search for 
authentic architecture, architects in the Netherlands, Scandinavia and Finland, accepted and 
incorporated particular movements. With the last part, concerning the World Exhibition of Paris 
in 1900, the first chapter of the investigation is closed.  
 
The authentic architecture of the Finnish and Scandinavian pavilions at this World Exhibition 
won great admiration. Chapter 2 therefore focuses on the developments and highlights of 
Scandinavian and Finnish architecture up to 1930: these include National Romantic architecture, 
that had its own dynamics in each of the four countries, and the architecture of Nordic 
Classicism, a style that goes back to the classical formal language and inspired architects who 
travelled through Italy and Greece. For a long time this specific style, called ‘Swedish Grace’ in 
Sweden, was considered wrongly as a transitional stage to functionalism. 
 
The first part of chapter 3 explores the reactions of Dutch architects to Nordic architecture until 
1930. There was a great deal of interest in Nordic architecture among architects of the 
Amsterdamse School - of whom many had worked at the office of Eduard Cuypers - and among 
architects in the service of the Government Buildings Agency. The publications in Dutch 
architectural journals, written by Dirk Slothouwer, Gijsbert Friedhoff, Jan Wattjes and others, 
fulfilled a prominent role. Young architects undertook study tours to Scandinavia and Finland, 
with or without the support of their teachers. This research gives an impression of the impact 
and imitation of Scandinavian and Finnish building art in Dutch architecture until 1930.   
 
The second part of this chapter discusses the relations between British and Scandinavian 
architects from 1900 to 1930. The Scandinavians studied the technique of granite facades in 
Scotland; they adopted the idea of garden cities in urban planning and drew inspiration from the 
Arts and Crafts movement. The British interest in Nordic architecture however did not become 
serious until the twenties when the Anniversary Exhibition was held in Göteborg and 
Stockholm’s Stadshus was inaugurated. The architect Ragnar Östberg was admired and his 
Stadshus formed a source of inspiration for a number of British architects.  
 
 
The following part examines Germany’s reporting of and interest in Scandinavian and Finnish 
architecture before 1930. Except for within artists’ colonies, there was little interest in 
Scandinavian architecture and reports in the professional press were limited. The architecture of 


