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Time, History and Ritual in a K’iche’ Community
Contemporary Maya Calendar Knowledge and Practices in the Highlands
mala

P. van den Akker

calendar with the aim of contributing to the understanding of the fise and
conceptualization of this calendar system in the contemporary K’ichefeommu-
nity of Momostenango, in the Highlands of Guatemala. The research presented
here sses the indigenous calendar system, forms of synergy between th
Chri and the Highland Guatemalan calendar, the indigenous perception of
P histo] continuity in time-related symbolism.

This work analyzes ritual practices and knowledge related to the Mesoz’eric

Van den Akker argues that the social role of cultural anthropologists@nd a:chaeo-
logists is to contribute to the ongoing process of cultural healing and spiritual
recovery of the peoples that suffer(ed) from colonization and oppression. This
dy therefore places an emphasis on cultural continuity and approaches the

’tion of Maya calendar practices as a possible tool for restoring breaks in
ocial memory, which are caused by dramatic events such as colonization.

oughout this book it is argued that time is an authority which directs human
behavior in a cyclical manner through the landscape on a local and regional scale.
Time is related to morality and cultural values, and a shared perception of time
contributes to the cohesion of the community as it recreates and reaffirms the
' identity of its members by reiterating their shared social conventions and history.

Finally, the conjunction of time and ritual provides a tool to overcome the rupture
caused by death and to transmit messages from generation to generation over a
long span of time.

Paul van den Akker obtained his PhD in 2018 from the Faculty of Archaeology
at the Leiden University.

Archaeological Studies Leiden University (ASLU) is a series of the Faculty of
Archaeology, Leiden University since 1998.The series’ aim is to publish research
fre Faculty of Archaeology, Leiden University. It covers the fields of
European Prehistory, Mediterranean, Near Eastern and Egyptian Archaeology,
Mesoamerican and Andean Cultures, Caribbean and Amazonian Archaeology,
i Bio-Archaeology, Material Culture Studies,Archaeological Heritage Management,
r . o < igital Archaeology and’ the Archaeology of the Roman Provinces, Middle Ages
y - and Modern Period.
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