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Edition of P.Khalili Il 5)*

Jelle Bruning
Leiden University
|.bruning@hum.leidenuniv.nl

Abstract

The importance of documentary sources for the hisibthe official postal systenbérid)

in the first century of Islam has long been ackremgled. In addition to a small number of
documents from the eastern part of the Muslim Eeyigyptian papyri from the 90s/710s
and 130s/750s form the main documentary sourcesmimdern studies on the postal
system. These papyri belong to a distinct phaskslamic history. Papyri from other,
especially earlier, phases have largely been niegled@he present article addresses the
history of Egypt's official postal system from tihvuslim conquest up ta. 132/750. It
argues that the postal system gradually developgdob Byzantine practices and was
shaped by innovations by Muslim rulers through \Wwhibeir involvement in the postal
system’s administration gradually increased. Thielarends with an edition ¢t.Khalili Il

5, a papyrus document from 135/753 on the provisgof postal stations.

Keywords: Postal systemb@rid); early-Islamic history; Egypt; administration;ei.

It is well known that historical studies of thestitwo centuries of Islam depend on sources
other than the literary works written in the secondip eighth century or later. This is all the
more true for thebarid, the official postal system (often combined with ‘antelligence
service”). Information on the postal system befibre reign of the Abbasid caliph alattiq
(227/842-232/847), who commissioned the writingadbook on “Routes and Realms” (lbn
Khurdadhbih’s famousKitab al-maglik wa-’I-mamilik, the first version of which was
produced inc. 232/846-47), is for a large part based on inforomaivhich historicity is
uncertain. Fortunately, the Muslims’ first/seventimd second/eighth-century postal system
has left a considerable number of documentary gmdraphic traces. Although some
documents and inscriptions have been found in Bwlestine and as far east as Soghdia
(modern Uzbekistan), the bulk of our documentanyrses on the early-Islamic postal system
comes from Egypt.Whereas modern scholarly publications on thetiniin concentrate on

* A draft of this paper was presented at a confegeat the Institut fir Papyrologie in HeidelbergSeptember
2016. | would like to thank all participants foethcomments and suggestions. | thank J.H.M. dg dod K.M.
Younes for helpful comments on draft versions @ #dlition ofP.Khalili Il 5, and J. Cromwell for correcting
the English. Remaining mistakes are my own. Ablatéams used for Greek and Coptic documents areethbs
the Checklist of Editions of Greek, Latin, Demotiryd Coptic Papyri, Ostraca, and Tablets, availahlme at
http://papyri.info/docs/checklist; abbreviationsr fArabic documents are those of The Checklist oébie
Documents, available online at http://www.naheendmu.de/isapchecklist. A list of abbreviationgdifere is
given at the end of the article.

L A. Silverstein, “Documentary Evidence for the Fatistory of theBarid”, in Papyrology and the History of
Early Islamic Egypt ed. P.M. Sijpesteijn & L. Sundelin (Leiden/Bostd004), 153-61 and idemBostal
Systems in the Pre-Modern Islamic Woflcambridge, 2007), 58-59 and 71-73. For epigraptaices, see the
Umayyad milestones published in M. Shar@urpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palaestinge vols, Leiden,
1997-2016), 1:4-5, 2:1-7, and 3:94-108 and 220M2A,; Krackovskaja, “Pamyatniki arabskoga$pia v srednej
Azii i Zakavkaz'e do IX v.”, Epigrafika Vostoka6, 1952, plate 16 (reproduced in A. GrohmafAmbische
Paldographie vol. 2 (Vienna/Graz, 1971), plate 15); and K. @gtSilverman, “The Fifth M from Jerusalem:
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(predominantly Arabic) documents from the Marwampieriod and the first years of the
Abbasid period, the Egyptian material is equallfoimative on the first decades after the
Muslim conquest. Hence, it enables the developnoénthe postal system to be traced
throughout the first century of Muslim rule in Egyp

In doing so, this article argues that Egypt's pbslystem developed out of Byzantine
practices and that from its development until 180/7hree distinct phases can be identified.
These phases are nearly identical to the generadmation of early-Islamic history and
coincide with the caliphates of the Rightly-Guideadiphs (18/639-41/661), the Sufyanids and
early Marwanids (41/661-90/710), and the later Marids (90/710-132/750). It will be
shown that during these three phases the charmaictee postal system reflects the nature of
Muslim rule at that time and that changes in thetesyp must be seen in the context of changes
in empire-wide policies. The article ends with afitien of P.Khalili Il 5, from 135/753,
showing hitherto unknown practices regarding theniadstration and provisioning of postal
stations during the first years of Abbasid rule.

Developments in Egypt's Postal System

By c. 600AD, the Byzantine imperial authorities charged |deagje landholding families or
labour corporations with the responsibility for ghieysical and financial maintenance of local
sections of the imperial postal systérfihis included providing animals to postal stations
contracting stablemen and accountants, and renglgtie use of stations by third partfes.
This allocation of what initially was an officiaiturgy to private parties was the result of
socio-political changes, especially the increasethef authority of local magnatésThis
situation lasted until the end of Sasanian ruler &gypt (619-29). Not only have the main
large landholding families disappeared from ourrsesl or had their influence weakened by
that time> the administration of the postal system itselfnsego have undergone some
changes. Under Sasanian rule, the administratiomefpostal system in Upper Egypt was
brought under the authority ofsallarios(a title used for officials of different ranks)gtrably

in order to obtain and maintain firm control ovle tpostal system and, hence, the primary
means of communication. IR.Oxy. XVI 1862 and 1863, for instance, s&llarios named
Rhent appears as the principle official charged with @ldeninistration of a postal station in
Pinarachthis, a locality just south of Memphis/Martfissellarioswas subordinate to another
Sasanian official bearing the same title who haddfiice in the Arsinoiis/Fayyim and held
authority over probably both Arcadia and the ThdBaBuch administrative changes by the
Sasanians firmly placed the administration of Etgypbostal system (back) in the
administrative realm. Although we lack documentation the postal system during the
decade separating Sasanian and Muslim rule, thatisih that we encounter in documents
dating from the first two decades of Muslim ruleeo¥gypt seems not to have differed much.

Another Umayyad Milestone from Southernailal-Stam”, Bulletin of SOAS0/3, 2007, 603-10. See also the
inscription on the levelling of a mountain passedar3/692: SharorGorpus 1:103-6.

2 J. Gascou, “Les grands domaines, la cité et léaEgypte byzantine (recherches d'histoire agréiseal et
administrative)”, Travaux et mémoire®, 1985, 53-59; A. Kolb,Transport und Nachrichtentransfer im
Romischen ReictBerlin, 2000), 136, 194-95.

® See the discussion in Kolbfransport und Nachrichtentransferl36 and 195. Se&B XVIII 14063
(Oxyrhynchos/al-Bahnas556) for the use of “the machine of the stabléhetursus velokby local monks.

“P. SarrisEconomy and Society in the Age of Justi{i@ambridge, 2006), 149-76.

® B. Palme, “The Imperial Presence: Government amdyA in Egypt in the Byzantine World, 300-7G@l. R.S.
Bagnall (Cambridge, 2007), 265; J. BanAfrarian Change in Late Antiquity: Gold, Labour,daAristocratic
Dominanceg(Oxford, 2001), especially 152-55 and 267.

® C. Foss, “TheSellarioi and Other Officers of Persian EgypEeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik3s,
2002, 169-72; P. Sanger, “The Administration of &é&n Egypt: New Masters and Byzantine Continuity”,
Greek, Roman, and Byzantine Studi#s2011, 653-65.
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Continuity of existing practices characterized thidal phase of the development of the
postal system under Muslim rule. By the time Muslimd conquered Egypt in the early-
20s/640s, the maintenance and administration ofapasations ultimately fell under the
responsibilities of thelux at that time the highest administrative officnaitside Futt. He
sententagiafor the payment of money, goods or animals dedtioe postal stations. The
Greek documen®.Lond.lll 1081 (pp. 282-83), for example, mentions gdie between an
administrative official and an agricultural worki@esrgos) on the estates of a bishop in the
district of Hermopolis/Usham. Thedux is calledamirasin this document, establishing its
date in the last four decades of the first/seveetitury’ In P.Lond.lIl 1081, the agricultural
worker writes that thduxhad sent to him a groorhippokomo¥with a letter ordering him to
deliver three horses and two mulgmifiaria) at “the estate-controlled hamletppikion of
my brother, the lord Germanos” (lines 4-5), whergastal station must have existed.
Whereas suckntagiastemmed from the bureau of tdax the pagarch was responsible for
the execution of theluxXs orders’ Pagarchs delivered mounts at postal stations dered
lower officials to do sd° The system must have functioned weBB Kopt. | 36
(Apollonopolis Aro/Udft), dating from 25-26/646, records that third partoeuld travel via
the postal system and that it reached as far smufxyrhynchos/al-Bahnadine 158)*

The Muslim authorities of the 20s/640s and 30s¢6&fe not recorded as having been
involved in the organization of the postal systesmaich as their Sasanian predecessors had
been'? Beside the introduction of the temaidarion (from the Arabicghaydlr), “mule”, in
documents related to the administration of the gaststem (among otherS)the influence
of the arrival of the Muslims is primarily seen timeir efforts to keep Babylon and Fats
connected with the rest of the province via a past@ion in Babylon. Dated to the mid-
first/seventh century, the Greek docum@mR XXIl 6 shows for the first time requisitions
made in the district of Herakleopolis/is or Arsinoies/Fayyim that are destined for
Babylon’s postal and/or relay statioallage). In contrast to the wordllage’s primary
meaning of “relay station” in the context of thesa systent? a reference to “sailors of the

" The palaeography d®.Lond. Il 1075 and 1081 points to the first/seventh aent With the exception of
Muslim army officials in the 20s/640s and 30s/650& termamiras (and variants) is only used for tlaeix
before the turn of the second/eighth century (Plijpesteijn,Shaping a Muslim State: The World of a Mid-
Eighth-Century OfficialOxford, 2013), 120; see also M.A.L. Legendre,étdirchie administrative et formation
de l'état islamique dans la campagne égyptienneTpi#nide”, in Les dynamiques de [llslamisation en
Méditerranée centrale et en Sicile: Nouvelles psifion et découvertes récentexsd. A. Nef & F. Ardizzone
(Rome/Bari, 2014), 108 and, most recently, iderNgither Byzantine nor Islamic? The Duke of the Tdidb
and the Formation of the Umayyad Statdistorical Researct89, 2016, 12). Cf. the note in F. Morelli, “Duchi
e emiri: Il gioco delle scatole cinesi in PSI XI2@6/P.Apoll. 97, inE si d’amici pieno: Omaggio di studiosi
italiani a Guido Bastianini per il suo settantesimompleannped. A. Casanova, G. Messeri & R. Pintaudi (2
vols, Firenze, 2016), 1:267-82.

8 For another postal station in the district of Hepwlis/Ushntin, seeCPRXXX 29, discussion on page 256.

°If P.Lond.lIl 1075 (pp. 281-82) and 1081 belong together,ftheer documents that the pagarch had to solve
the dispute.

1°p Ross.Georgdll 50 (Arsinoites/Fayyim; 22/643) CPRXXX 29 (Hermopolis/Ushriin; c. 22/643).

1 For this reason, A. NothThe Early Arabic Historical Tradition: A Source @dal Study tr. L.l. Conrad
(Princeton, N.J., 1994 [orig. 1973]), 80-81) is dyeritical of claims of the existence of a postgktem in the
mid-first/seventh century.

12 Medieval references to the administrative sepamatif Egypt into two independent provinces, witkbd
Allah b. Sad b. Alx Sah ruling Upper Egypt from the Arsin@i/Fayyim and ‘Amr b. al-As ruling Lower
Egypt from Fugat, may attest that some of the Sasanians’ admitiisgrahanges lasted into the Muslim period.
According to these reports, Egypt was unified und#hman b. ‘Affan. See Ibn'Abd alHakam,Futizi Misr
wa-akhlaruha, ed. C.C. Torrey (New Haven, 1922), 173-74; aleKiral-Wulat wa-'l-qudat, ed. R. Guest
(Leiden, 1912), 11.

13 CPR XXX 20, commentary to line 5. For the introductiofiother and mainly administrative terms shortly
after the Muslim conquest, see Sijpesteg§haping a Muslim Staté9-71.

14 Kolb, Transport und Nachrichtentransfe213.
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ships of Babylon'sallage” (vavt(oic) t(dv) mhoi(wv) ©(R) drhay(f) Bofurk(dvoc)) in the
contemporary documenkP.Vind.Tand.31 (Memphis/Manf), line 6, might indicate that
Babylon’s postal and/or relay station was also ggdowards riverine traffic; but the exact
meaning of these words remains uncertain at pré3efte Muslim authorities’ initial
concentration on Babylon’s connectedness compae#iswith other facets of their conquest
policies of the 20s/640s and 30s/65Dsspecially their requisitioning of building magrfor
Fugat’’ and their directing of tax money to Baby6hThe Muslims’ wish to maintain
connections between their newly founded capital #red rest of the province may well
explain the continued upkeep of postal stationsvetigre in Egypt®

This situation lasted untd. 40/660. After the First Civil War of the late-3650s, the new
caliph, Muawiya b. Al Sufyan (r. 41/661-60/680), actively sought to establish arease
his power by initiating reforms that centralized hdministration in Damascus as well as that
of his governors in the provincial capitdfs.The Greek documen®.Mert. Il 100
(Arsinoites/Fayyim), dated Rangan 18, 49/October 20, 669, shows that these reforms
directly affected the postal system in Egypt, litkey did in Syria and the East of the
empire?! With the arrival of Muawiya’s rule, then, in Egypt already in 38/658%%he
second phase in the early history of the postdesybegins.

The just-mentioned documei.Mert. Il 100 records requisitions made by Pedts,
pagarch of the Arsindis/Fayyim, to the inhabitants of the village of Stat They should
deliver salt and seasoning to an “overseer of Hmesstable” (line 2§[n]ik[ew](évw) 10
avt(od) otdfrov) who bears a partially lost but still unmistakaBlgabic name. The stable is
located in the village itself. The requisitions amnsidered part of théapare, a tax for the
maintenance of officials, and are explicitly in amtance with an official communication of a
fiscal assessment stemming from the bureau of tteaddan dux lordares (line 2: 3(v)
g[nhiotd(hpatoc) “Topdd(vov)).?® Such official communications were introduced eairy
Mu‘awiya’s caliphate and were part of the reforms hgaited?* P.Mert. Il 100 is the oldest
known document that shows the central adminismaitioFusat, represented by thaux in
Arcadia, to control the organization of a local gabsstation. Although Mamluk historians
may not be correct in stating that Mwiya was “the first person to establish tharid in

15 Cf. F. Morelli’'s doubts about the employment of sailat arallagé in CPRXXII 6, commentary to line 3.

'® For an elaborate discussion of these policies, JseBruning, The Rise of a Capital: Al-Fug and lts
Hinterland, 18/639-132/75(@ eiden/Boston, forthcoming in 2018). See alsoe#tein,Postal System$1.

' CPR XXX (especially the discussion on pages 75-78®.Vind.Tand. 31, P.Got. 29 (possibly
Arsinoites/Fayyim; mid-first/seventh century).

8 SBVIII 9749 (Herakleopolis/Ihas; 21/642).

19 Cf. the passages in John of Nikilihe Chronicle of John, Bishop of Nikiu: Translatiedm Zotenberg’s
Ethiopic Texttr. R.H. Charles (London/Oxford, 1916), 181-821[83.2] and |bnAbd aldlakam,Futih Misr,

73 that tell that Egyptian notables helped the Muslonquerors by repairing roads and constructimiples.

2 C. Foss, “Muawiya’s State”, inMoney, Power and Politics in Early Islamic Syria: Review of Current
Debates ed. J. Haldon (Farnham, 2010), 75-96. Note thasd reforms are best documented for the former
Byzantine part of the Mawiya’'s empire. For his and his governors’ policieghe eastern provinces, see R.S.
HumphreysMu‘awiya ibn Abi Sufyan: From Arabia to Empi@xford, 2006), 85-114.

21 Foss, “Muawiya’s State”, 81 and 83.

22 Al-Kind1, al-Wulat wa-"l-qudat, 31; Ibn Yinus, Ta'rikh Ibn Yinus alSadaf, ed. A.F. ‘Abd al-Fatsh (2 vols,
Beirut, 2000), 1:374 [no. 1026].

% For the interpretation adpistalma see N. Gonis & F. Morelli, “A Requisition for tH€ommander of the

Faithful’: SPPVIII 1082 Revised” Zeitschrift flir Papyrologie und Epigraphik32, 2000, 195, commentary to
line 4.
24 Bruning, The Rise of a Capitath. 3.
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Islam”,?® his efforts to centralize the administration pltiee existing, official postal system
firmly under Muslim controf®

At the end of Sufyanid rule over Egypt and theibeigg of that of the Marwanids, there is
a significant change in the organization of thetglosystem. Documents that belong to the
archive of Papas, pagarch of Apolbpolis Aro/Udfi, and which have been dated to the end
of the Sufyanid period refer for the first timedteredos “post-horse” P.Apoll. 33 and 64),
and aberedarios “official courier” (P.Apoll. 27¥" — terms related to the Arabibarid.?® The
use of the ternberedariosin pre-Islamic Egypt is recorded in a fourth-ceptdocument, but
not in documents of later dat@From this, it follows that théeredosandberedarioswere
(re)introduced in Egypt’'s postal system aroundtthed quarter of the first/seventh century.
These “new” elements in the postal system posdiblg a Syrian origin, where the term
beredarios is recorded as having been used on the eve ofMhbslim conquestd’
Interestingly, these changes seem to have predaothinaffected that part of the
administration that was headed by Muslim officidl®lon-Muslim administrators continued
to employ members of their staff, suchsgsnmachgias messengers throughout the petfod.
Continuity on the local level is also visible iretpagarch’s central role in the organization of
the postal system and his authority over its usscoAding toP.Apoll. 64 andCPR IV 1
(Arsinoites/Fayyaim; prob. first/seventh century), for example, agral allows the use of
post-horses by third partié.

Within a few decades after the introduction of thwst-horse and official courier, the
organization of Egypt’s postal system drasticalyarged. Documents from the reign of the
caliph al-Waid (86/705-96/715) and his first successors testifya starkly increased
centralization as well as the Islamization of thestpl system. These changes must be
considered directly part of or a direct result bé twell-known Marwanid reforms, which
aimed at supporting and legitimizing the rule o tMarwanids after the Second Civil War
(64/683-73/692). The period of the later Marwaniggarting around the year 90/710,
constitutes the third phase in the history of tlelyelslamic postal systefff. From the
90s/710s, for instance, comes our first documenntadf thesakib al-barid, “postal chief”, an
official appointed next to the pagarch and direstipordinate to the governor. His main tasks

%5 Seethe discussion in SilversteiRpstal System$3-54.

%6 Cf. C. Foss, “Egypt under Mawiya: Part |: Flavius Papas and Upper Egy@tyletin of SOAS2/1, 2009,
13-14.

" For the date of these documents, see J. GascolA&Worp, “Problémes de documentation apollinopd)it
Zeitschrift fir Papyrologie und Epigraph#, 1982, 88-89.

8 On the relationship between the Arabic and Greetkinology, see A. Silverstein, “Etymologies andgDrs:

A Note of Caution” British Journal of Middle Eastern Studi@8/1, 2001, 92-94; idemBPostal System£9-30
and 46 (with the references in 29n136). Note that papyrological record foberedosis limited to three
documents: the two documents mentioned here an€dptic O.CrumVC49 (Memphis/Manf; second/eighth
century). Other documents, such Rd.ond. IV 1347 and 1433-35 (Aphrodiishagih; dates range between
88/707 and 98/716), refer to the same type of Isongth a phrase such &gopwdg drirayiig, literally “horse of
the relay station”.

29 SeeCPRXIV 33, introduction (correct the referenceRdOxy.LIV 3758, line 120).

% p .M. Sijpesteijn, “The Arab Conquest of Egypt e Beginning of Muslim Rule”, iEgypt in the Byzantine
World: 300-700 ed. R.S. Bagnall (Cambridge, 2007), 448. Forube ofberedariosin Syria, see Silverstein,
Postal Systems8. For other terms that may have been introdiuc&yypt from the Near East, see Sijpesteijn,
Shaping a Muslim Stat&0.

31 Foss, “Egypt under Mawiya: Part 1", 13.

%2 0n the duties osymmachoin the Muslim period, see Sijpesteij@haping a Muslim State31-32. For a
diachronic discussion of theymmachagssee A. Jordens, “Die Agyptische Symmachatgitschrift fir
Papyrologie und Epigraphik6, 1986, 105-18. For a discussion of the varaiaff that carried messages during
the caliphate of Mawiya b. Alx Sufyan, see Foss, “Egypt under Mwiya: Part 17, 13.

¥ See als®.Apoll. 45, line 9 (with commentary).

% The postal system in this period is better knose® SilversteirPostal System§1-72 for a discussion.
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seem to have been the management of the postainstatf the pagarchy in which he was
stationed (probably delegated to the stables’ smfgedents grchistablita)®) and the
reporting on misbehaviour by local administratfralthough fewashab al-barid of this
period are known by name, those who are were MssfiBased on ties and loyalty created
by a shared religious outlook and social environindime introduction of this Muslim
administrative element outside Fats aimed to increase the power of the central
administration outside its headquarters. Inddetdond. IV 1347 (Aphrodit/Ishqgih), from
91/710, shows how administrative contact betweg@agarch and aahib al-barid went via
the bureau of the governor in Fits This administrative novelty fits well with other
developments initiated by the Marwanids, in patécuthe (gradual) Islamization of
administrative personnel and the public display Mfislim sovereignty via Islamic
inscriptions on milestones set up along the emspingain roads® This Islamizing policy also
affected other personnel of the postal system.dgeaifew uncertain namésall beredarioi
mentioned in contemporary documents bear Muslimeasamhe majority of thedgeredarioi
have no patronymic and some among them are orgyreef to with &unya® In agreement
with the impression given by literary sources, thisbably indicates that most of these
couriers were slaves arawalz.*!

Contemporary documents concerning the financing mathtenance of postal stations
likewise testify to the highly centralized charaoté the later Marwanids’ postal system in
Egypt. These documents belong to the archive ofl@as, chief administrator of the Upper
Egyptian pagarchy of Aphroditishgih during the governorate of Qurra b. Ska®0/709-
96/714). The bureau of the governor in fauapportioned to each pagarchy an amount in coin
to be spent on various specified items. For exantpke above-mentioneld.Lond. 1V 1347
records that Basileios’s pagarchy had to contridi@tel/2 solidi, meant for the purchase of
fodder, bridles and items known @gmsmagandiaas well as for a year's wages of an
archistablies (2 solidi) and a groom hjppokomos 1 1/2 solidi), to the maintenance of a
postal station in Mounachih a village in the neighbouring pagarchy of Antalip

% Although attested in documents from the (probakdyly-) first/seventh century (e.gP.Ant. Il 197
(Hermopolis/Ushran) andP.Oxy.XVI 1908 (Oxyrhynchos/al-Bahna)y, the termarchistablies is mostly found
in documents from the Marwanid period. In the pd#og century, the dominant termsgblites; see A. Kolb,
“Der Cursus Publicusin Agypten”, in Akten des 21. Internationalen PapyrologenkongresBeslin, 13.-
19.8.1995ed. B. Kramer et al. (2 vols, Stuttgart/LeipZi§97), 1:539.

% For a discussion of theikib al-barid, see SilversteirPostal System§1-74.

37 According toP.Lond.IV 1347 andP.Cair.Arah Il 153 (both from Aphrodi/Ishqih and dated 91/710), one
al-Qasim b. Saygr wassahib al-barid in the pagarchy of Antaiopolis-Appg@iopolis. One Qays BAyyar is
mentioned as aapikeimenosn the fragmentary context of goods and moneytedldo a postal station in the
same pagarchy in 98/71B.Cond.IV 1434, line 246); he may have been a succedsar@asim b. Saygr (cf.
P.Lond.IV 1434, comm. to line 246).

% Sijpesteijn, Shaping a Muslim State91-105, especially 102-5; SilversteiRpstal Systems60-61; J.L.
Bacharach, “Signs of Sovereignty: Tighalada, Quranic Verses, and the Coinage @bd al-Malik”,
Mugarnas27, 2010, 7-8.

%9 P.Lond.IV 1383, address: Aipa; P.Lond.IV 1416, line 51: MeleeP.Lond.IV 1433, line 194: MeeisaSB
XX 15100, line 15: Ala Thouma.

“9'In addition to those listed in Y.a®ib, “Les esclaves publics aux premiers siéclesldiin”, in Figures de
I'esclaves au Moyen-Age et dans le monde modecheH. Bresc (Paris/Montreal, Quebec, 1996), agpes:
P.Lond.IV 1336, line 15: Al ‘Amir; P.Lond.lV 1351, line 15P.Lond.IV 1353, line 29, and.Ross.GeordV
15, frag. 1lversoline 1: Said; P.Lond.IV 1433, lines 45 and 194Abd al-R&aman; P.Lond.IV 1441, line 89:
Hakim; P.Lond.lV 1464: Mughayyir;P.Ross.GeordV 13, line 8: Rastu. Beredarioiwith patronymic:P.Lond.
IV 1434, lines 17 and 26: Mhaad b.'Abd al-Raaman and‘Ubayd b. Shu‘ayb; P.Lond.IV 1441, lines 80 and
84: YaZd b. Kab andSakhr b. Mulajir.

1 Ragib, “Les esclaves publics”, 16-17; Silverstefitgstal System$7. Thoseberedarioiwith patronymics are
free men.
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Apollanopolis*? These expenses can, indeed, be found in the paggfinancial record$®
That a postal station was not maintained by thedny in which it was located may indicate
that it was dependant on the central administraifiofugat for its finances and supplies.
Elsewhere, | have argued that a similar dependerisyed between garrisons, irrespective of
their location, and the bureau of the govefffa@EPRXXII 43 (provenance unknown; 96/715
or 97/716) shows, however, that some pagarchieBraidce their own postal stations.

Despite the governor’s tight control over the pbstations, the allocation of a pagarchy’s
maintenance costs for a postal station among rtewsacommunities could differ. This shows
that the responsibility to meet the governor's dedsalay with the pagarchs and that the
central administration was only indirectly involvatthe local level. For example,Lond.lV
1433, dated 88/707, records that on Tybi 2&fd¢r 8/January 18) of that year onasRid or
Rashd collected various amounts of money in three gélaand threepoikiain the pagarchy
of Aphrodit/Ishqih for the wages of aarchistablies and the purchase of 3 arouras of trefoil
for the postal station in MounachtiBy contrastP.Lond.IV 1434, from 98/716, records that
each of five communities paid for the costs of #peitems only, including the wages of an
archistablies and a groom, on Paah 4 (Ramdan 2/April 29) of that year. It is important to
note that these contributions were all in coin #rat the actual items were not requisitioned.
Once collected, the contributions were deductednfrihat year's tax quota, which the
pagarchy needed to send to the central administrati Fusat.*®

The pagarchy further bore the costs for the maantea of thosderedarioi who were
within its borders. That these couriers receivegrtivages at their destination is shown by
documents such aSPR XIV 33 (Hermopolis/Ushran; late-first/seventh or second/eighth
century), a short receipt for the payment of 3tataof barley to thberedariosSulaym. The
unpredictable costs of the maintenance of suchowisias well as their animafswere
included under thdaparg and then deducted from the tax qubta.

It is a document from the early-Abbasid periodt thi@es information on how the postal
stations themselves were administered and suppligdte mid-second/eighth century. Dating
from 135/753 P.Khalili Il 5 records the delivery of various types of foddé specific postal
stations; see the edition below. Documents fromehry-Abbasid period indicate that the
transition from Umayyad to Abbasid rule caused imeatl change&® In Egypt, a corpus of six
documents from Hermopolis/Ustim, spanning the period 127/745-141/759, testifythte
unabated continuation of the governor’s involvemarthe affairs of locahskab al-barid and
his authority over the use of the facilities of @bsstations and mounts (in addition to the
continued use of Umayyad documentary formufa®.Khalili Il 5 shows a similar measure

“2 According to these records, Aphradishaih did not contribute to the maintenance of a pastation within
its own borders, if it had one (cf. the introduatio P.Lond.lV 1347).

43P Ross.GeorgV 25 (first decades of the second/eighth century)

“ Bruning, The Rise of a Capitath. 3.

%5 See the money contributed by tBpoikion Paunakis for “fodder for the animals of the postttion of
Mounachtlz” (line 80), which is recorded under thegisima (line 75) inP.Lond.IV 1414 (Aphrodit/Ishqih;
early-second/eighth century). The payments in fisisal category are deducted from the tax quota (be
discussions irP.Lond. 1V, 125-26 and K. MorimotoThe Fiscal Administration of Egypt in the Earlyalslic
Period (Kyoto, 1981), 105-7). As to the payment of thespanel of the postal systemf. Silverstein,Postal
Systems/75-77.

4°0.CrumVC49 (Memphis/Manf; second/eighth century).

“"P.Lond.IV 1441, lines 80, 84 and 8®.Lond.IV 1443, lines 35, 48 and 56. The wagedefedarioiare also
mentioned, but further not specified, Lond.IV 1433, lines 45, 121, 143, 311, 350 and 368.d&ltuments
come from Aphrodii/Ishgih and date from the first quarter of the secontitbigentury.

“8 Silverstein Postal System$7.

“9Y. Ragib, “Lettres de service au maitre de poste d’ASMm Archéolgie islamique, 1992, 5-16; W. Diem,
“Three Remarkable Arabic Documents from the HeideibPapyrus Collection (First-Third/Seventh-Ninth
Centuries”, inFrom Bawit to Marw: Documents from the Medieval Muslim Wp#ed. A. Kaplony, D. Potthast
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of control over the postal system’s organizatiod administration. Similarly, in the east of
the Muslim empire, two documents attest to theioolt existence under the early-Abbasids
of a supplementary tax for the maintenance of tbstgh systeni® The later Marwanids’
organization of the postal system, the third phasés history under Islam, endured into the
first years of Abbasid rule. With few other docurtaay sources for the postal system under
the early-Abbasids being knowh,however, the effects of changes introduced by the
Abbasids in the postal system during the firstyfifears of their rule can yet not be traced
outside literary source matersl.

P.Khalili Il 5
Accession no. PPS131 12 x 20 cm PosstaFs
Plates, sef.Khalili Il, 31 Shawvl 17, 135/April 26, 753

Light-brown papyrus. The original cutting line iseperved at the bottom of side 1/the top of
side 2. Text is missing on the left side and togidé 1 and the left and right sides, as well as
the bottom of side 2. Side 1 is written in brownisk perpendicular to the papyrus’ fibres;
side 2 is written along the fibres in two hands f&low) in black ink. Although doubtlessly
contemporary, the scripts of both sides are nattidal. Significant differences are visible in
the realization of, e.g., the medkdlf in the wordsikka(side 1, lines 4 and 6; side 2, line 6),
the finalmim in bi-sm(side 1, line 1; side 2, line 1), the fimain in the wordmin (side 1, line

4; side 2, especially lines 5 and 10), and thd tmain the wordallah (side 1, line 1; side 2,
line 1). A few diacritical dots are used on side 2.

Side 1 is a register documenting the time of gsling of animalsd@wabb) in at least two
stations, those of al-@aand‘Ayn Shams. The register is not finished. Empty spaiter the
words “day” and “month” (in lines 3 and 4), whemeeocould specify the time of feeding, are
left blank.

Side 2 is a “statement” (line tthikr) of the amount of fodder delivered to at least one
relay station, that of al-@a(line 6). In its present state of preservatidngansists of two
sections, the first being an overview of fodderr“fen months” delivered to al-@ain the
year 135/753 (line 2), the second being anothervieise that covers an entire year (line 8),
probably the same as that of the first section, poskibly related to another station. The

& C. Rémer (Leiden/Boston, 2015), 13-18 (see digodiscussion on the identity of the scribe on ps)e Note
that literary sources mentiayhab al-barid holding authority over entire Egypt as early as ¢aliphate of al-
Mansiir (136/754-158/775); see Silversteltgstal System$7 and 73-74.

0 A Bactrian document from 129/747 (N. Sims-WillignBactrian Documents from Northern Afghanistéh
vols, Oxford, 2000, 2007, 2012), 1:126-35 [doc. \Wigntions a tax callebdarit, which probably is a post-tax;
see Silverstein, “Documentary Evidence”, 158-F®Khurasan 6, dated toc. 147/764-65, mentions a
supplementary tax for the “expenses of animdésagbb) of the barid” and “travel provisions for the couriers
(burud), messengers and their board” (lines 7-8).

* Other, albeit somewhat later, documents from #mdyeA\bbasid period occasionally refer to postaltisins,
seeP.Philad.Arab.74 (sent from Hermopolis/Ushim; second/eighth or third/ninth century), A. Grohma
“Neue Beitrage zur arabischen Papyrologigtizeiger der phil.-hist. Klasse der Osterreichisttie Akademie
der WissenschafteBb, 1948, no. 6 (provenance unknown; third/nirghtary), and E. Herzber@eschichte der
Stadt SamarrgHamburg, 1948), 272-73 [no. 43.Heid.Arab.ll 21 (provenance unknown; third/ninth century)
refers to an anonymousikib al-barid; costs for the private use of the postal system mentioned in
P.Hamb.Arabl 13 (Hermopolis/Ushimn; 294/906-7); and a third/ninth-century privatédeedited by Y. Rgib
(“Lettre d’'un marchand d’Alexandrie de la collecti@Golenischeff a Moscou’Annales islamologiqued8/2,
2014, 73 [Alexandria], line 7) refers to a coumerthe postal systenbdrid).

2 For a discussion of the early-Abbasid period anlihsis of literary sources, see SilverstBiostal Systems
59-84 and 87-89.

%3 Many of the Egyptian documents from the NasseKBalili Collection are likely to come from Ftas, see
P.Khalili I, 23-24. The toponyms referred toRnKhalili Il 5 also suggest this provenance.
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second statement is not finished. Amounts of dedidefodder are not specified below the
column headings. Line 12 contains the traces of meadings.

The first section contains seven columns. Colamand line 5 of colum@a did not belong
to the original statement and were added laters@laglditions are written in a hand which is
different from that of the rest of the first sectiand seems identical with the hand of section
2. As such, (these parts of) lines 4 and 5 areagatt from the rest of the section. Beside
palaeography, the organization of the statementsdlews that we are dealing with additions.
Firstly, columna starts exactly below lines 1 and 2. This probattgsts to the original size
of the right margin and suggests that columnvas added at a later moment in that margin.
Secondly, the phradaha min (“of which is/are of”) in columrz, line 5, is replaced bya-
min (“and of”) in the succeeding columns on the same. [This indicates that colummnwas
originally the first to state the amount of foddAgain, columna’ and line 5 of columb,
which also contain such information, must have badded later. Therefore, the original
document contained, after the opening lines 1 gral @lumn with names of relay stations
(@), a column stating the amount of animals in edatia @), and then columns stating the
amounts of various types of foddergnd further). The columns of the second sectiosicg
2 are not written exactly below those of the fasttion.

Side 1
)
aleasl Gl Al sy 1
]l 5 Jalassill [ 2
] vac. [ 3
] a5t (e _)..435\ < <l g2 Cadle [ 4
] vac. [ 5
1. [ ] emowdoeSiail, [ 6
Side 2

<«
&JL]JQ‘L}ALH]\ cﬁd Lgdj\ )SA e.l;)j\ L}AAJS\ 4l & "} [ 1
] pkg d\}uu.qc_\hﬂ\ul)/wuujuuhjbum\m_)@.m\/b)uuj.b_)sl\j [ 2
] vac. [ 3

f e d C b a a’
] Cpalad akalid <l ) _ala[ L8 4
Joae bl ey ol ey el e el sl Bplajill geadyy Sadlbdll[e 5
1 Bv Y £  a—illis. Beyl 6
] vac. [ 7
] ek e lay N 8

k j [ h g

] <l Cpalad e L BOAL: 1 9
] traces Lboilliwy Gfadlbjill ey il ey el ey 10
] vac. [ 11
] traces [ 12

Diacritical dots: 1aw, am Y,
Translation

Side 1
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In the name of God, the merciful, the compasfie.
Fusat and al-..[

[

| fed the riding animals of the station of als@Qfmom day [

[

And | fed (the riding animals of) the station'Ayn Shams, day [ mon]th .|
Side 2
In name of God, the merciful, the compassiarfatatement of what has been given
of fod[der
and trefoil for ten months of the year one hreddhirty-five, 13 days remaining
of Shawval 135.
vac.
a a b c
Qin]tars Irdabbs
Of] stamped trefoil And given of trefoil ~ Anirsa Of which are barley
2,100
] 2,203 The station of al- 60 3,000
Qar
d e f
Qinzars Faddans The [
And of chaff And of trefoil )
2,400 [
vac.
]... For twelve months
g h i j
]... Qinvars Qinvars Faddans
And of bar]ley And of chaff And of stantpe And of trefoil
trefoil
k
Irdabbs
vac.
Commentary
Side 1

2. Wa-'I-.[. The identity of this toponym remains unknownsgible interpretations, such as

al-Bujum and al-Nakiman in the eastern deffaor al-Bthayra, in medieval times

* 3. Timm,Das christlich-koptische Agypten in arabischer Zéitvols, Wiesbaden, 1984-92), 1:421-22v[
“Al-Bugum”] and 6:2461 §.v.“Tahamin’].
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possibly the name of a town in the western d@l&e too remote from Ftis and ‘Ayn
Shams to be considered likely candidates.

4. Al-Qasr. Judging from the mention of Ré@s and ‘Ayn Shams in lines 2 and 6, this
toponym is in all likelihood to be identified witQasr al-Sham (Babylon), the
Byzantine fortress located just to the south oft&u#\l-Ya qabi (d. 292/905 or later)
writes explicitly that Qsr al-Sham was simply known as al-@a “the Fortress®® This
statement is confirmed by this toponym’s use irtdnisal sources’ That Qar al-
Sham is meant may also be reflected in the 60 anintgsdre held in al-Qa(line 5).
Compared with a postal station in the pagarchy pfafpolis-Apolbnopolis, which
counted 14 animals in 98/7%%,al-Qar surely was a large and, by implication,
important station. Another reference to a placéedahl-Qar, which does not seem to
be located in the vicinity of either Ras or ‘Ayn Shams, can be found in
P.Philad.Arab. 54 (third/ninth-fourth/tenth century; the ArsirgstFayyam or
Hermopolis/Ushran).>®

6. ‘Ayn ShamsThe Late Antique history oAyn Shams (Heliopolis), located 18 kilometres
north of Fugt, is poorly understoo® The town appears very infrequently in
documentary source material. By the tinReSijp. 25 (Apollbnopolis Parva or
Antaiopolis) was written, probably in 80/699 or BB, the town was still the capital of
a pagarchy. It is not known iAyn Shams kept this administrative centrality utitié
late-third/ninth century, when Muslim historiansdageographers first mentionkara,
“district”, of ‘Ayn Sham<$' That P.Khalili 1l 5, the only Arabic papyrus known to
mention ‘Ayn Shams, refers to a postal station in the towobably indicates that it
continued to possess some local importance up éontid-second/eighth century.
Third/ninth- and fourth/tenth-century geographecs bt mention a postal station at
‘Ayn Shams. The city seems not to have been a reggpron itineraries between Fits
and the north and north-e4st.

Side 2
1. Dhikr alladhr dufi‘a ilayna min al[af. This title is written on the same line as Hasmala

This is an unusual, but not unattested, practiadocuments pre-dating the third/ninth
century. See K.M. Younes, “Joy and Sorrow in EMlyslim Egypt: Arabic Papyrus

° Timm, Das christlich-koptische Agypteh:427-29 §.v.“Al-Bu hera”].

%6 Al-Ya‘qubi, Kitab al-buldin, ed. T.G.J. Juynboll (Leiden, 1861), 118.

>"W.B. Kubiak,Al-Fustat: Its Foundation and Early Urban DevelopméCairo, 1987), 50-51.

8P .Lond.IV 1434, line 245,

% The phraseatib al-gasr in P.Cair.Arab.VI 410-11 (third/ninth century; al-Ushim) andP.Ryl.Arab.| § VII

16 (date unknown; prob. Upper Egypt) must be tdikerally (“lord of the fortress”) and does not ¢aim a
toponym.

0 For an overview, see Timnas christlich-koptische Agypte2:910-14 §.v.“ En Sams”]. For the main
points of interest in classical Arabic sources, keaspero & G. WietMateriaux pour server a la géographie
de 'Egypte(Cairo: IFAO, 1919), 131-32

®® |bn ‘Abd al-Hakam,Futik Misr, 267 (similar information in al-Kirilal-Wulat wa-'l-qudat, 19); Ibn al-Fath,
Mukhtasar kitab al-buldzn, ed. M.J. de Goeje (Leiden, 1885), 73-74; Ibn Kadhbih, Kitab al-maglik wa-'l-
manulik, ed. M.J. de Goeje (Leiden, 1889), 81-83; alqgdhi, Kitab al-buldin, 125-27). Note that afjat al-
Rami (Mu jam al-buldin (6 vols, Leipzig, 1866-73), 4:178) writes thAlyn Shams used to be the capital of the
kara of Itrib. Al-Muqgaddas (Aksan al-tagsim § marifat al-agalim, ed. M.J. de Goeje (Leiden, 1877), 193-94)
lists ‘Ayn Shams among the principle towns in #aea of Maqadiniyya, the capital of which was Ras See
also A. GrohmannStudien zur historischen Geographie und Verwaltgieg friihmittelalterlichen Agypten
(Vienna, 1959), 8.

%2 Cf. the itineraries described in Ibn Khadihbih, Kitab al-masgilik wa-'l-mamalik, 79-81; al-Yaqubi, Kitab al-
buldan, 130; Qudma b. Jdar, Kitab al-khawij, ed. MH. al-Zubayd (Baghdad, 1981), 119-21; and al-
Mugaddas Aksan al-tagsim, 213-15 and 244-45.
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Letters: Text and Content” (Ph.D. dissertation,desi University, 2013), no. 1,
commentary to line 1 (p. 88); see also E.M. Gibbcumentary Arabic Private and
Business Letters on Papyrus: Form and Function,t@urand ContextBerlin, 2010),
191-92 (and 191, n. 97 for exceptions) &dente 2:13 [§ 32].

The tale of theaynin dufi‘a reaches to the bottom of line 2. Insteadl&fna, the
scribe first wrotela (“t0”) and then corrected it intdayna by writing over thealif
maqgira. The reconstruction of the woall[af is based on the assumption that, like
side 1, the trefoil, barley, and chaff listed odesi2 were used a@laf, “fodder”.
According to classical Arabic grammar, the useadfif, a “plural of paucity” (Ar.
jam‘ gilla) of ‘alaf, indicates that the number of types of fodderhis tdocument
ranges between three and ten. See W. Wrigtagbic grammar(2 vols, Cambridge,
1896-98), 1:234 [§ 307]; cf. S. HopkinStudies in the Grammar of Early Arabic:
Based upon Papyri Datable to before 300 A.H./912. fOxford, 1984), 110 [§ 87.1].

2. Khamas wa-thaithin wa-mia. The wordthalathin is written with ascriptio defectivaof
thea. See HopkinsStudies 9-10 [§ 9.c].

4. (col.a’) Qang[fir. Hand 2.

5. (col.@’) Min al-qurr al-maddiq; (col. a) wa-dufia min al-qur 2,100 Hand 2.

6. PBecy[. The letter that follows the consists of a separately written vertical and Zantal
stroke. While it resemblesw@(“300”), this option is ruled out by the clearlggiblec.
Only tens, units, and fractions may follow The readingt[" (“1/300”), which is
theoretically possible, seems unlikely in a degmipof an amount of trefoil. If the
vertical stroke belongs to a letter now broken dife reading (“10”) instead of y
should be considered.

6. Sikkat al-Qar. See the commentary to line 4 of side 1 above.

8-12. Hand 2.

10.Wa-min al}shair. The restoration of this entry is based on therreggs of the entries in
columnsh toj. Another possible restauration wouldlaéna min al{shair (“of which
are barley”), cf. columuo.

12. The traces visible in this line are of lettarglerneath a piece of papyrus that should be
removed.
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